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TALKS WITH TEACHIERS.

Thiere are indications that (lie do(ule shoo desk

will have to go. Alretady se%-eral 1,oo oards are
replacing theni with sigesittings. Amiong thieie iniay
be mentioned the St. Johin School Board. T reare
many reniions for thiis arid nouie agaLirit it excep-t that
of greater xpne. Thie strongesit objection to the(
double desk ii thiat itnouae dishonesty on t1e part
of the pupils. Two puisin the saie cda.is ittin, ait

the saine desk, even if not iuclinied to) copy, eau not well
avoid seeing eachi other's work, and the weaiker one will

generally lean upon the stronger, and thus has self-
reliauce iii dest.royed. By this teachjers aie often de-
ceived, the more readily because i larger classes in
dividual exaininationi ii net frequeut, and it i-; sonme-
tiues found that by sitting alongside- a brighter casnt
the termn's work has been i a mannier luit by the duller
pupil.

Most country sachoobi are est preseut equipped with
double desks, both from) motives of ecouioruyv and because
of want of space, and it ,wil] probably ilo sonie time
before the advantages of single deskas becomre sufficieutly
apparent tÀe warrant a change on the part of rural
tt-luste-es. 1 would suggest t4) teachers thiat wVhere new
furniture iii required that they'N malte a strong effort, to
induce their Boards to purchiase single sittings. 1 would
also suggest that teachers arrange tlîeir pupilLs so, that
no two of the saine standard bx, perrmitted to occupy the
saie desk. There are no doubt somne dlisad(,vanitages iu
t.his, but they are more t)tin counterbalaincedj by the
grain that will bo mAde in independent work.

1 cannot refrain frose quoting hiere frein an article in

the Y.irdx Ameyrian Review-, by. Julian ll[awthornie, and I
hope if opportuinity offers that it will be rcad to parents.

:'W. would not allow citr meast confidential clerk t if ee
a ,critir.si deal for us in the iarket or on 'chage;gi b ut we havte
no hemitation iii periuting aiho teachier, to us uinkuow n
underpaid, tired te death, aveise to lier or hi,,cupto
probably, and sonietini inmpeet te de(teriluet thle lhues
uipon whilh our own fltush and bod with liiii iiinortat soull,
im L to Lae bis depairture ilu life; Unies whosedretoad
grading will qrcial ettlta bis future.

The outteiniie of the dJeal on 'chaniigeý will xndityam
pýerhapslý vitally affect our, pocket bait the utoeof thebo
wiIl nlot appear uintil lie i- ain orpban inlu nie buli alretady i
iu fact, atiff lieaniwhile. its, syxupIItonis Ure hitideni froin Us by
the boy's4 own precocýicus hypcrs and our cniiN-ig blind-
neffl. And yet children were createti1 te go te o vn while
bank accoujnts somnetimes operate teo inicliner their ewnjers
toward another t ac,

I caîrnot but notice froas turne to time how some
teachers aud schools are erislaved byj definitions, and

those of the most hair-splitting nature. These definitions
are noL of the pupil's manufacture and do not arise froin
his work, but they are ail ruu ini the saine mould like
bullets, and after they have cooled in the principals
braine, perhaps, they are branded and scattered through-
out the sehools. IPupils i'y thig procesi of solving
probleins by patterns or recipes, become mere imitating
mnachines. They should develop reasoning power and
gi \e logical analygis, but each pupil sheuld give his own
anialysis. If a pupil is required te give the teacber's
anialysis, or the principal's analysis, or the superintend-
ent's analysis, whercini is he developed 1 The machine
mnay he thîerel>y coipleted buti iL isat the pupîl's expense.
Aniother question that arises frein aIl this is, how far
shoi(uld a principal or a superiutendent endeavour We
finpress bis particnlar ideas upon teachers of training
and experîencel But Ilthat is another storv" andý must
for lack of space be dealt with &gain.

t THE Ruvxmw.J
Educatlon lu Brilth Columbla.

The educational system, of British Columbia, as iL

now stands, is the result of more than twenty years of
evolution. It combines the best featurese of the sys-
teins of the sister provinces iu a way that makea iL both
unique aird effective.

To undestand the true value of this system requ ires
a knowlidge of the conditions under which it has been
developed, and which it iii required te meet. These are
quite different froin what they are, or ever were, in the
eIder provinces, Iu the interior, particularly, where
eve(rythiing depenid.i upon the developinent of the min-
eral resources cf the rivers and mountains, towns and
cities appelzr aud] disappear witbi astýoniahivg sudden-

ns.Thesew towns, fredquently isolateýd and dilfficult of
ccsdraw an ever shifting population froin ail parts

of the globe These people dû noL, as a rule, build
theinselves permanent homes ; but often living in rude

hoesor tents, renmin only while the Ilboom " lests;
and thon inovýe eîsewhere.

This unstable condition of affairs miakes the question
of education ai difficult one te deal with. But the gev-
erninent meets'1ý tie difficulty in at very effective way.
With certaini imiitud exceptions iL bears the entire ex-
pense cf building and equipping the achocol houses and
cf paying the teachiers3. Thiis is certinly a heavy tax
on the provincial trensury ; and during the last session
of thie legisiature, it wasi hinted that the time waei close
rit hand when a différent systeii mnust be adopted. 0f
course, no one knows yet whiat this change will be. At
presenit, the four cost cities support their own sohools
with thse aid cf teix dollars per capita of the actual


