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faiied in its objeet. Trhe sea-cow bas long since ceased to
frequent thiese waters. In its time the fi.shery was actîvely
fol lowed. The unwield y animais were of considerable valune
to the eariy sttilers of thlis island, as also to those on the
coasts of the maivland.

After the formation of this island into a separate gov-
eriileint, legisiation affecting the seca-cow fishery was enlact-
ed, almost at once. Walter Patterson, our first governor,wblen leaving London to, take up bis residence here, received
particular instructions to enquire into the method of coni-
ductinig this industry. In fact it appears to have engrossed
more attention, îin officiai circles, than any of what we are
accustomied to consider our principal fishieries,. Oy'iters, lob-
stecrs, not to mnrtion codrflh, inackerel, and other deep sea-

fsseceîn flot tu have been "in it" with the sea-cow.
Patterson oniy arrived in Charlottetown on August

3o(thl, 1770, but lie iost no trne iii investigatinig the iaxmiier
i whlch tbe business was carried on, and was equlally-

prompt in takitg measuires for its protection. In a despatchi
dated 25ýth October of that year, now on file in the Record
Office ini Londcon, Patterson wrote to Lord Hlilishoroughi as
foilows :

-Agreeable to Your Lordship's directions, giveni nie atyouir office, the Iast time 1 hiad the hionor of seeing you be(-
fore 1 left London, I miade as soon as possible after niy

araial the enquiry 1 could inito the manner of carrying
on theý Sea-Cow Fishery at this island, and fadcing thiere weýre
likc]y to be dlisptes betwveen a MIr. Gridley, whio lives on
(ie oif th NlMagdl.leii Islands, for the purpose of carrying on
the satine sort of fl!sbery there; as hie generally sends people
to tItis islatud eitlier to takec the Sea Cows, or ta prevent
their laulding and by that ineans force theni to resort to theMagdalens: and soine New Ihigland fishernien, who fre-
quentiy land for a fe%% day-s, ta kilt Sea Cows; and the in-
hiabitants of thlis i.sland, ivha bave endeavored to carry it on


