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failed in its object. “The sea-cow has long since ceased to
frequent these waters. In its time the fishery was actively
followed. The unwieldy animals were of considerable value
to the early settlers of this island, as also to those on the
coasts of the mainland.

After the formation of this island into a separate gov-
ernment, legislation affecting the sea-cow fishery was enact-
ed, almost at once. Walter Patterson, our first governor,
when leaving London to take up his residence here, received
particular instructions to enquire into the method of con-
ducting this industry. In fact it appears to have engrossed
more attention, in official circles, than any of what we are
accustomed to consider our principal fisheries. Opysters, lob-
sters, not to mention codfish, mackerel, and other deep sea-
fish, seem not to have been ‘“‘in it"”" with the sea-cow.

Patterson only arrived in Charlottetown on August
3oth, 1770, but he lost no time in investigating the manner
in which the business was carried on, and was equally
prompt in taking measures for its protection. In a despatch
dated 25th October of that year, now on file in the Record
Office in London, Patterson wrote to Lord Hillsborough as
follows :

‘‘Agreeable to Your Lordship’s directions, given me at
your office, the last time I had the honor of seeing you be-
fore I left London, I made as soon as possible after my
arrival, all the enquiry I could into the manner of carrying
on the Sea-Cow Fishery at this island, and finding there were
likely to be disputes between a Mr. Gridley, who lives on
one of the Magdalen Islands, for the purpose of carrying on
the same sort of fishery there; as he generally sends people
to this island either to take the Sea Cows, or to prevent

* their landing and by that means force them to resort to the

Magdalens: and some New England fishermen, who fre-
quently land for a few days, to kill Sea Cows: and the in-
habitants of this island, who have endeavored to carry it on



