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¢h a Chinaman is capable, was sent to Nanking as vice-
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I‘a.i)irOE the two kiangs, and is now engaged in building the
muroad from his provincial capital to the Tnperial City.
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lry and jealousy existing between these two states-
caused the violent death of more than one poor
vy who devoted his life to the lifting up of China’s
millions, for Chang Chih Tung would gladly embroil
rand Secretary with foreign Powers, that he might dis-
him with the Tmperial Court at home.

Smembering Li Hung Chang’s education and the ten-

S engendered by it, he must indeed be classed as the

a Oli)iﬁnqchinam;m and a statesman of no mean power.

Sentimenbb Iundler the disadvantages f’)f t-h? semi religious

Markah g 1-}{?9“71 ;LS'E}H(:(*,SM‘&.I WOI'S‘hl[‘), Li has 51.10\\'11 ve-

tion &Sidé }1 .)zjmhty , That he is patriotic z}.n(l l}:m ]u.ul) ambi-

to f()rei:\b b?en repeatedly shown by his refusal of offers
gn Powers to place him on the throne of the

In how far his present expervience will influence

akening to the march of progress will depend npon

when reaching home. If his health allows, he

€55 upon his imperial master a sense of the wealth

up0np§(;‘i’::"0(f f‘oieign l'mtior']? and Qbmiu ‘the D agon sz;tl

residenp S bu(u‘(n}teemg .hfe and immunicy to the foreign
s of the Middle Kingdon.

at Li'Hung Chang’s principal object in undertaking

ey in his old age was to provide for alliances in

takey f)lll‘el;z_‘fbmcks upon '.Chiu;l,’s integrity are made may be
ta, en me“a'.@llted, and 16 is uob) 1mprobftl)le? that he has

(izementc \ ufr\e\‘ to frustrate :Izl.p;m‘s h({pes‘ for future aggran-

examined Cl“b]th'e same time Li will haw ()}).served a,n(l‘

COngay andose? vinto whatever came W}bhm }n.?‘ sphere of

Bress o o \?'111 und.@mmmd. and  appreciate ovcidental pro-

that l.ef(mmpthl‘ed with Chinese conservatism. ]'I,e knows

Wen 1S must be made to prevent China’s dismember-

Views 1 il ll_e p{'evail upon his associates to embrace his

the M:d hat_ls the question, and it involves the welfare of

tddle Kingdon.

?nchesnmrl)fbsoln Li Hung Chang is about five feet eleven
3 gray s,il‘ilt,hla Commandmg presence. His usual d'ress
Wears g robe and black silk cap, hut on state oceasions

foathe 1€ jacket of imperial yellow silk and the peacock

ne of hi;I }‘NES thre_e chllt.'lren, two_sons and a daughter.

Panieg 1:¢ ¢ Sons, Pl’%nce Li, a fair English s(;ho!:u', aceow-

18 father ag interpreter on his present trip. He is
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statey 0 -S.‘,lcce@(l to his father’s ability as \ve}] as to his
n 1886 A8 daughter was married to Chang Pei Lun, w}n),j
» Was banished to the Russian frontier on account of
: P‘?Cul?hhion. All Li’s influence, powerful as it is‘in
dOn,MrS’ has not heen able to obtain a commutasion

silk [%1 Hung

atureg ,Oh““g owns several large cotton mills 21.1'](1
o7 as well as the rich coal fields in Manchuria.
DS80r ()‘ft tl}l)O(‘ghgum”d of 35,000 fairly drilled troops, suc:
ey ilcknowi dlaCk Flag army of 1360, .Then' lioya,lty, ZL}ld
“Raingg the j edge no master except the viceroy, Insures him
% Viceroy, ntrigues of rivals at court. His full title now
eg,.;:? '_bhe Province of Chihli, Senior of the four

Aries of Ntage, ex-Grand Guardian of the Heir
1.t refld‘*“t of the Board of War, Superintendent
¥ Sea Trade, Count Shinu Ki of the First Rank.
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Englands Position.
» English daily papers, he must infer fl"()lll
there iy oniy too much reason for concluding
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to large towns—through excessive competition have hecome
practically unremunerative.  What remaius to the farmers,
save to convert thetr farms into kitehen-gardens? © Why,”
the dailies ask, “are the British farmers unable to hold their
own? Are they deficient in enterprise and appliances? ebe.,
ete. Then they had better send representa-
tives to the successful countries to see how it is done.” The
sad irony of it all and the sweet innocence !

When it is considered that the FEnglish farmer pays as
mueh in rent per annum as would buy the tand in Canada,
Australia or the United States, it does not require the aid
of a search-light to discover why the English farmers are un-
able to hold their own.  Although the population of the
world has steadily increased, the quantity of land under
cultivation has enormously increased.  New means of pre.
servation and wansportation of supplies have kept pace with
ever-increasing demands, and have made the English market
vhe objective market of the whole world.  Meanwhile, the
rents of the English farmers have inereased, or, ab best, stood
seill. Thus, the patient English farmer has been and is
hearing a double burthen ; and broad as his shoulders ave
and sturdy as his legs ave, he must, perforce, succumb ; for,
in addition ‘o his own family, he carries his landlord on his
back. Listen not to the plausible politician or to the vision-
ary doctrinaire, but ask the farmer himself. He knows.
He pays his rent ; he spends o little fortune in manuve to
stimulate the worn-out soil ; he plans and contrives, watches
and works ; then carts away his produce and is beaten out
of the markeb

[f things go nn as they are at present, the question for
England will be, not “ What will our farmers do?” but
« What is to be done with our farmers 7”7 And this will be
a sore question for Kugland.

Of the growin g impression that the trade of England—
if not actually on the decline--is, at least, being closely
pushed by German and other competition, there can be little
doubt, when we know that Mr, Balfour informed Sir How-
ard Vincent in the House of Commons, that both the Colon:
ial Oftice and the Board of Trade were making investiga-
tlons as to the growing commerce of Kugland’s foreign vivals.
This rivalry is of two kinds ; in manufactured goods and in
the shipping trade ; but, iv is ditlicult to see in what other
spots English prestige and commercial supremacy could be so
materially and injuriously assailed.

From different quarters comes the intelligence of the
successful rivalry of specific lines of German and Awmerican
goods over British in the markets of the world ; and though
the English manufacturer at home may smile derisively at
the brand, © Made in Germany,” it by no means follows
that these Teutonic articles of merchandise will be viewed
with the same self-complacent contempt in foreign markets,
especially when stamped with the brand of cheapness.
Apropos of this, a Shetlield file nmnuf;tc_turer tendered for
an Bgyptian contract. He instructed his agent to demon-
strate the superiority of his own article by cutting through
a German file with a Sheffield one. The experiment was
successful, but the German tendered Towor and secured the
contract.

Mr. Cave, the British Consul at Zanzibar, also bears
upon this point in a recent written report under the not
very encouraging title, ¢ The Decline of British Trade with
Tiast Africa.”  He attributes shis decline entirely to fureign
competition. Reliable advices are also to hand that Eng-
land’s supremacy in the quick cerrying trade is to be chal-
lenged in the near future by German shipping companies,
When it is contemplated to build vessels designed to beat
such ocean grevhounds as the Lucania and the Campania, it
is time for HEngland to awake to the fact that her persist-
ently aggressive German rival means husiness. o

Taking, in conjunction with these facts orv pussx'l)xhtms,
the jealousy of other powerful nations, the recent interna-
tional complications in which England has been involved,

the very plain and unmistaksgle spirit of opposition, if not,
both sides of the

indeed, of hostility she has met with on des o
Adantic, and her very unusual hesitancy or tlnlll(l}t.y tio
take the bull by the horns, which has caused her friends
and admivers to fear for her prestige amongst nations, it
put her best foot forward in this rapid

helwoves Britannia to
nt of events.

century-ending march and moveme
If England, to-day, stands alone against the wor:]d, wha
chen ¢ She has stood alone against the world before, and



