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the parsens of the Tudor Church. He intredues twe cf
thein, Sir Hugli Evans in theaIl Merry Xives," and Sir
Nathaniel in IlLove's Labour Lest," and heth characters
are not ouly comic but farcicai. They are aven totaily
unecclesiasticai. Sir Nathaniel plays a ridiculous part in

an interlude, wbiie Sir ilugli Evans gees eut te figbt a
duel.

Nowbere, perbaps doas Shakespeare depart from bis
impersonal serenity and1 impartiaiity se mucb as in Il AI's
XVeIl that ends Well " (1. 3), where ha couples in a scoffing

allusion Il Young Charbon the Puritan" witb " Old Poy-

sain the Papist," and afterwards says, "Thougli honesty
ha no Puritan, yet it wiii do no hurt; it will wear the
surplica of bumility over the black gown of a big heart."
Clearly the writar cf this had ne speciai sYmpatby ither
witb young Charbon and old Poysam. We may concînde
that ho dislikod anything sectarian or enthusiastic, anti was

contented with the social religion cf bis parish.
It is trua that Shakespeare had ne antipatby te the

ancient Churcb ; prehably in the absence o? any strong
doctrinal antagonisin its antiquity, its ceramonial, its art
would ho grataful te bis poetic sanse. Wbere the scelle cf

bis play is in Roman Catbolic tinies or countries ha takes

the religious environninents and costumea wîth the rest, and

introduces friars as ministers of good. This is hardly mure
significant than bis introduction cf thea-gods of Romie in

Julijus Corscir, or cf beathenisin in King Lear, wbiere it

barmonizes witb the character cf the piece. That ho bad
any latent hankering after Ronman Ctholicisin, or that bis

boart was on tbe Papal sida cf the groat quarrel batween
the natien and the Pope, it is impossible te believe in the
face cf sncbhues as these:

Kinfi John: What earthly name to interrogatories
Caîî task thL free breatîu of a sacred kinîg?
Thoiu canst utît, Cardinal, dlevise a naine
Su light, înwirthy, and riicultius,
To charge une te an atîsier, as, the l'ope.
Tle 1 hie this tale ; andî frotthte motil tf Elgand
Adîl tîit ntuclu lucre, iliat nmiItalian 1riest
Shal I tithe or tîtîl iîî tîtr domuuinions;
But, as we untler heaven are suîreîîme leaîî,
Se, unîler Hiîi. that great supireinacy
Wluere we île reigu, we wiil alîtîme u 1 holiî
Withoiut the assistance f a lutaIlîand:
Sn tell the l'tope; ail revereuice set apart
Tii him and hiii usurpei autîttrity.

King Pli ihp : Britîer tf if uglan,ytîu blasphemfe le thim.
-Ring .LJohn : Thi'igh iyon anamil Ithe kiîmgs tf Clîristeîîîlîîîî

Are led se gr",ssly lîy thit mîedîling lîriest,
Dreatling the cul-se Unt money îeay bîîy eut;
Anîd, bhe iu utloîf vile gill, driiss, îlust,
Pmrchase cîrrupteci pardlon tif a mani,
WVhoinl that sale seil l parton frîtîi hi niself
Thîttucl you and ail the rest, su grîissly leil,
Th'lis jîiggliîmg witcheraft xith rev6nue clerieli
Yet I, alone, alune do me oppose
Agaiîust the pope, and ceuni his friende my toes.

Mach with whicb the auther bimself does not agrea
may ha written dramatically ; but there ara things wliicb,
aven dramatically, ha whe dees net agrea with thain wli
flot write. Any one whe bad the sligbtest leaning te
t'le Puulal sida would not hava manifestly outraged bis ewn
feelings iîy panning these linos. Tha passage on Iuîdul-

gencs ba a t, in it, if anythingy in Shakespeare bas.
The exposuire cf the falsa, miracles cfhao n t t"Abn

("Ilenrv VI.,," second part, ii. 1), may ho citad in the

s nie onectien, if the passage is by Shakespeare, as WO
believe that it is.

That there was a good deal cf frea tbinking among the
Englisb cof tha bigher class we gather frein Giordano Bruuuo,
who visitad England at this tima, and observed the state
cf Opinion with pleasura. Boliamia was ikely te bave bier

full shara cf it, and 'va know that Marlowe and~ Greene
wvre reputed atheists. But in Shakespeare thora s surely

nleither speculative belief nor spaculative unholief. lu
certain passages, such as the soiloquy cf Hainlat, and tha

speech cf Clatidîo in "lMea.qure for Measure, ho speaks cf
the mnystories cf lifa and death in a hread, natUrai, poetie
mariner, unlike that cf an erthodox preacber, but aise
unlika that cf Gierdane Brune. Nobody, suroly, wouid
say that wben ha speaks cf eur life as II routidOt by a

flfeap,î"ho means te insinuato a denial cf the irmmrtality

cf the soul. '&I think nobly ef the seul i is put into the

nîouth cf Mauvolio, but thare is an empliatie ring in it, and
M1alvolio, though distraught with egetismui, is net repre-

sented as ctberwise ceutomtptible. Shakespeare's theologi-
cal deliverances or indications might net bava passed the

Spanish Inquisition, but tbey would, heyond doubt, have

passed the Englisb Privy Ceunicil, particularly if it had
beau presided ever hy Lord Burgbley. It is difficuit te

produce specimens cf an atinosphere; but it will hardly
ho disputed that whila we reafi Shakespeare it is un a reli-
gions atinosphere that wa are moving, theugli the religion

iii net ecclesiastical like that cf Caldere"n and Lope de Vega,
but natural, social and peetie.

There's net the emallest orb which thon behold'st
But le hie motion like nagel singe,
Still quiriumg te t[I~e ytungeyed chertîbin
Such harunony le in imeortal sotle;
But vile this mutîdy vesture ot decay
Doth grosly close it in we cannot hear t.

These ines,' recited hy the prisoeor, would almost have

saved hum from tho ciutcbos of the Inquisition. In

IEschyius, in Sophocies, in Euripides, more or iass e? the
speculative tendency is discerniblo. IEscbylus may, in

a certain sense, ha regarded as oeaof the fathers cf
Helbenie phiiesophy. Ho stands in somewbat the saine
relation te it in wbich an epic poet stands te histery.

The writor of the Promethleus must have bad bis searchings
cf haart about the popular tiîaolegy. Net by more acci-

1 dent did bis tlieme find a continuater in Shelley. But the

mental oye cf Shakespeare was turned eutward, net in-
'ward. Inx the Sonnets, thcugh thore is infinite suhtlety
in the expression cf passion, there is nothing metaphysical.

On the other band thora is no trace ef fanaticism. The
treatment cf Shyiock expresses not batred cf the mis

beliover, but hatred of the extortioner. In the jibes at
his religion thero is ne bitterness. The popular batred cf1
the extortioner Shakespeare evidentiy dees share, and it is i

idie te attempt to get Shakespeare out cf a suppesed scrape
by sucb desperate shifts as the pratence that the play is
inteded te expose the inhuman treatment cf the Jews.

Thora is certainly not a tinge in Shakespeare cf sym-
pathy witli Catbclic asceticism. "Because then art virtucus
shail there be ne more cakes and aie î " The Renaissance,
as a revoit against asceticism, runninir semetimes with
heathen sensuaiity, is pretty weli reflected in bis dramas,
te say notlîing cf "Venus and Adonis." There is no use
in pretanding that the passages which the moral Bewdler
strikes out are involuntary tributes te the taste cf the
audience at the Globe Theatre. Evidentiy Shakespeare
delighited in these allusions as much as lie didin puns, fer
which he bias se extraerdinary a prediiectien. 0f course
ho does niot de-scend te sncb ordure as that which we find in
bis meaner rivais and which stands in Iideous juxtaposi-
tien to the pure scenes cf the "IVirgin Martyr." "lAI-
ways ho is Cnsar "! But the element is thare, and we
wish it wero net thora, lot blind worsbippers say wbat
tbey will. The amount cf it, bcwever, is meoderate for the
Renaissance. Shakespeare's pag5e, if it is net dlean cein-
pared withi that cf Scott, Thackeray, or Dickens, is dlean
ln(lood compared with the pages cf Boccaccio. In England
there wvas the saine interregnuin between the fal cf tbe
Catholics and tbe risc cf the Protestant or modemn moral-
ity that thora vas in other countries ; but participation in
a great struggle for national independence and fer a Euro-
pean cause, togetlier with the bracing influence cf maritime
adventure, preserved the nianbcod, and witb the manhood
the comparative purity cf tise nation.

Thougb Shakespeare is nct free froin impurity bis ethics
are perfectly scund. Hie nover tries, like the liuusseauists,
to pro(luce an effect by tamiperitlg with the moral law or
lîy exciting syunpathy witlï interesting sinnars. Ia re-
warding tbe gond and punishing tbe cvi doear he is alinost
as strict as Dante, whiie lie is incemparably mocre raticnal
and huinan thani the monkish moralist wlie puts Farinata,
Francesca and lier lover ini bell. Cerdelia dies, it is

truc ; nevtrtheless slîe receiveil ber crcwn. In Bacon's
writirîgs thore is a touch cf Machiavelisnî, as there was
more than a toucli cf it in bis career. In the "IEssay en
Negotiating" for, example, amcng other sly precepts ho
tells yen that it is a gccd thing to deai in persen rath9r
than by letter, 1- where a man will reserve te bimself liberty
eitber te disavew or te expound." But thare is no trace
cf anvthing cf the kind in Shîakespeare, theugh ho is not
insensible of the pregnant fact that the beundary uine ha-
twoen moral good and evil is less sharply defined than the
cemmon language cf etlîics implies.

Vitue itself turns vile, being îiisapîîlied,
Anîd vice sîîînetfine 's by actien dignifled.

In politics, it is pretty clear that Shakespeare simply ac-
cepted the national monarcby as in religion ho accepted tbe
national chiurcbi. It would bave been strange if bis heart
bad net beon witb the Court. Tbe Court was the frienf cf
bis calling: Puritanisi, wbich was tlw scui cf the rising
Opposition, was the eneîuy cf bis caliing, theugli the writer
cf CIComus " tried to brireg about a reconciliation hetween
Protestant religion and dramatic art tbrougb a revival of
th" pu re forinucf Attic trag<'dy. It was impossible that
Shakespeare should be a legitiuist, or in tbat sense an up-
bolder cf the divine rigbt of kings, if ha bore in mmnd the
Tudor pedigree and the title of that dynasty te the tbrone;
but lie evidently was a lieauty nîonarchist, and fully receg-
nized the sacred charactor with wbich the monarchy had
been invested by the unien of ecclesiastical with political
headsbip consoquent on tbe rupture witb the Papacy.
CI ihere's snch diviuity deth bedge a king" is put, it is true,
iute tbe mouth cf a king whose badge of divinity is aftor-
wards traversed by bis stepsen's rapiar amidst general
sympatby and applausa. Se the monarch who says that
"inot ail the waters frem the rougli rude sea. can wasb the
bali froin an auointad king," and tîjat "the breatb cf
werldly men uannot deose the deputy elected by the Lerd,"
bimself practically illustrates by his catastrophe the limit-
ations ef those dloctrines. It may be said that both utter-
ances are merely dramatic ; but they have an emphatic
sound, and what is more te the purpose, tbey harmonize
witb the gemeral teor ef Sbakespeare's plays iii relation
tc this subject. In CI King John" netbing is said about
the Great Charter er the abuses ef royal pewer which led
the barons te extort it. XVe have the qnarrel hetween
John ani the Pope about the appintmient cf Steplien
Langton, in whicb our synmpathies are demanded by the
cause cf the national scvereign. F or tbe rebellion cf the
nobles, the CItempest " cf wbich Pandulph CIblews up " in
the intorest cf the' Clîurch, ne other reason is assignad than
the supposed murder ef Arthur. John is hardly presented
as a tyrant, certainly net as the batef ni tyrant that ha was;
and wbîen Frenchi invasion cernes national sentiment is
awakened at once, and the heartu' of an English audience
are expected te ha with the native king. Raleighi, in bis
CIPrerogative cf Parliaments, makes ona cf the persen-
ages in the dialogue say cf the Great Charter that " it bad
first an obscure birth frem usurpation, andi was secendly
fostered and sbowed te the world by rebeliion." This was
perbaps the esoterie doctrine cf extrema courtiers. In
goueral, the memory cf the Great Charter seoins te bave
slept during tic Tudor reigns. Silence en the suject was
evidently Most advisable for lier Majesty's and stili more
fer His Mjesty's players ; ne deubt it was aise Most con-
genial to their- feelings. A presentation cf the scene cf

Runnymede at IlThe Globe " would very likeiy have been
treated by the Privy Cotincil as sedition.

The story of Henry VII 1. was rather a delicate subject
for a drarnatist who desired to pleasc the Court. Shake-
speare's native breadth of sympathy and dramatie sense
probably led him, without any help from the craf t of
Polonius, to the very treatment which was mest pelitic
and acceptable. Hie takes no part in the quarrel, and is
dramatically just to ail. H-enry hie presents simply as a
majestic lord, which in a rather material sense the tyrant
and uxoricide was. Hie makes the king state bis own case,
just as hie actually did state it, without in any way raising
the question of its moral vaiidity. Hie glorifies, in a splen-
did vision of Elizabeth's greatness, the chiid of the Protes-
tant queen. At the saine turie lhe evokes a sinall measure
of sympathy for Catharine, and makes tender and respect-
fui allusion to ber daughter. Cranmner, the Archbishop
of tbe Divorce and of the Reformation, receives in an un-
controversial wav his itting meed of bonour. For the
grand catastrophe of Wolsey's faîl we are prepared by bis
pride, bis woridliness, bis treatment of Buckingham; but
a magniicent eulogy is pronouniced on bim by the meuth
of Griffith. Cromwell aise is seen on bis better side. Oniy
agtainst "lthe dilatory siotb and tricks of Rome" is any-
thing like indignation pointed. This presentinent wouid
perfectly suit the taste of the Court, which, while it of
course accepted the Divorce and the Reforination, would
by no means wishi to identify itself with the revoliutionary
aspect of the movemient, or even bce mach Igratified by
anytbingî insulting te Spain. The trade both of Eliza-
beth and James was kingship. The leaning of James te-
wards Spain, as the head of the monarchical interest in
Europe, was perfectly natural. Elizabeth would bave
leaned the saine way if she had net been bound by her
titie and bier circtimstances to Protestantisin, or even if
the Pope and Philip Il. would bave let hier alone.

The compliments paifi by Shakespeare to Elizabeth and
James, especially that paid to James in Cranmer's prophecy,
are, it must be owned, pretty fuil-bodied. But they are re-
deerned from servîlity, antI the' air of personai adulation is
take-n )f by the close association of the monarch's praises
with the national glory and happiness. Bacon's flattery of
James is personal. The advocates cf the Baconian theory
may bere again find an addition, though of the slightest
kind, te the difficulties cf their theory.

Whatever doubts there may be as te the authorship of
other parts cf IIHenry VI.," there can be none as te the
authorship cf the part about Jack Cade. No sucb blow,
buinorous or serious, bas ever been deait, or couid bave
been deait, te demagogism by any other hand. The pic-
ture suits the demagogute tyrant of Paris as well as it suited
the demagogue tyrant cf IKent. "'[bore shail be in Eng-
land savon balf-penny loaves sold for a penny ; the three-
booped pot shali have ton boops, and I will make, it ftlony
te drink sinali beer " is satire as fresh and trua to-day as
wben it was written?' It fits porfectly as a caricature of
what the Radical candidate now says te Hodge. Nor could
any Labour Reformner or Workingmien's Candidate of our
time well read witbout wincing: --

Gtl:ic1 tell thee, Jack Cadle, the clotliicr, ineans to dress the
commonwealth and turn it, and set a uew uvap uipon it.

Joha: Se lie 1usd nmd, for 'tis lrid~~ Well, l' say it wa.9

neyer nîerry ivorll ini Muigland since gentlemien caille11P.
<homeie0 miserable âIge i Virtine is net regarded in handicrafts-

inen.
john: The noblity thini, scern te go le leather ajîrofle.
<eîrqfe : NaY, îenîre, the King's ceuneiare no geod workmefl.
John. Truie, ai yet it je sail labeur in thy vocatien: which is

as inuch te siIY, as-làethte înagistratee lbe labeuriîîg uina; and there,
fere sheuld we l)e iagistraLtes.

(;cor qe Thent hast lut it; for theres ne better 4egîl of a brave
imid tîan a liait hand.

Ail due allowance bein g malle for wbat is inerely dra-
matie, we cannot help seeing that to Shakespeare a rabble,
above ail a politicai rabble, is an objeet of personal aver-
sion. Ha bas even a physica] abhorreno cf the populace,
the expression cf which sometîmes strikes us as net enly
anti-popular, but almost unfeoling.

And then be (Antony) offered it (the crewu) the third time; lie

(Coeoar) put it the tîjird tiniea by; and still as hie refused it the rabbis-
mnent hoeted and Clapî,edltlilr tlihîpedI liad eltIirew alp their
sweaty migltcaps and îttered sucli a deal oîf tiîking breath because
Cosar refused the crowfl that it hll alineet clîeked Ciesar.

The passage does not stand alone, and it is rather won-
derf ni how such language eau have failed to offend the
large portion of the audience at The Globe.

Frein Coriolanus we expect, as a inatter cf dramatie
proprioty, extravagant expressions cf aristocrat centempt
fer the people. But the dramatist bias certainly put bis
full force into the lines (Cor. i. 11)-

[Enter CAIUSMAIIdes'.] Halil, nle Marciesi
AMar.,'T'hanks. -'\lasthe nmattor, yeîî îlissentioîms rognes,
That, rubbiîîg the peer iteli oif yîîur opinien,
Make yeurseîves scaî)s?
let Cit.: Ve haivem votîr gee( werd.
Alar.,:lHe that wilI give geed wîîrds te thee wiîl flatter
Ileneatîî ablîorrig.-WVlat wvould yeu have, yen cure,
Thai like fiere peace ner war? the ene aff riglits yîîe,
The etîmer maltes yeu prend. lie that trusts te yeu
Where he weuîd find yeu, liens, iuds y(iu lares;
Where fexes, geese; yen are ne surer, ne0,
Tlian le the citaI of ire ul)til the ice,
Or hailstene le the eue. Veur virtue le
To iake hiiu wertliy wlîoseeoff ence suiues hiiu,
And curse that justice didiit. Who deserves greatness
Deserves your hate; andi yoîîr affectiens ar-e
A sick mans alipetite, whe tîesires ineet that
Which wenld increase hie evil. H1e that uepends
Upen your faveurs, ewinis with fins of lea ,
And hews deive cake with rushes. Hang ye 1 Trnst ye?
Witlî every minute yen deo change a inid;
Anîl caîl him noble that weae now yeur liate,
Mi vile that was yeur garland. What'8 the matter,
That in these several places i the city
Ycu cry against the noble senate, who,
Under the got-s yen keep in awe which else
Would feed on one anether? W'ïîat's thoir seeking ?


