
SEPTEXBRit l5th, 1881.j
THEÈ WEEk.

this would be a rotundabout and uncertain way for Canada to reach Fi
Trade. A more direct means, we suppose, would ho for Canada to adc
Free Trade at first ; the States would find it extremely difficuit to mainta
a high protective policy with a Free Trade State stretching ail along thi
northern border.

THE rurnoured wish of the British Commissioners to obtain for Cana
an exchange of natural products-othorwiso a -Reciprocity Treaty-wi
the States, in lieu of a money payment for any rights accorded the Unit,
States fishermen, as under the Washington Treaty, is, if entertained, mc
probably dostined to disappointment. The States, if the exigoncies
Party permitted it, might agreo to unrestricted reciprocity, opening a fr
market to their manufactures; but they will nover a'grec to reciprocity on
in niatural products. That is their sottled policy, pursued without devi
tien for sorne years past, for an object which was roughly expressed-
perhaps with too brutal plainness, but nevertheless nlot without goc
grounds-twenty years ago at a Convention of ropresontative men fro:
both countries. According to the Halifax E vening iVail, the late IIoi
Joseph Howe was present, and ho says that "lConsul Potter was sent dow
from tho State Department to tho Convention, and his argument was
Don't yield reciprocity to these Canadians. We have got a higher policj

and that is to coorce them to corne into this Itepublie. Give n
encouragement to the Canadians; give no aid to the discussion of reciprc
City ; and by and by we shall have these British North Americans s
humble, so hampered that they will bo coinpelod, in order to live, to coin
in and forai part of our Great Republic.'

THE current Chr-istian Union contains an admirahly concise and plaii
statement of the Canadian case in the Fisheries dispute, by a Canadiai
signing the initiais IlJ. E. M.;" to which an anonymous Amnerican, whion
the Union avouches to ho an "leminent American jurist," makes answer
The substance of this is, admittin g the validity of the Treaty of 1818, tha'
American fishermen have been systematically harassed and unjustly treatec
ini the exorcise of the treaty riglits. Many of their fishing vessels haveî
Perfectly legal national character as merchant vossels for trade, and havE
Precisely the samne riglits as any vossel not capable of fishing, s0 long aw
tbey resort to Canadian ports and waters, not to fish, but to trade. Ir,scarcely an instance has there been reasonable ground to believe, or even

suspect, at the time of the seizures made, that they were fishing, or intend-
ing to fish, in the prohibited waters. They do not wish to flsh in Canadian
waters, for they cannot with any profit. And it is evident that this trouble
lias arisen, not from any fear by Canada that Americans would flsh in lier
Waters, but fromn a desire to compel Americans to buy the ordinary privi-
leges of commercial intercourse at the cost of a IReciprocity Treaty. But
lReciprocity is impossible; for the conditions of property values and tile
social statua of the two peoples in the United States and Canada are se differ-
Ofit that the free introduction of almost any article fromn Canada would be
ilijurlous to Americans. This, we take it, is a fair statement of the
.&Ulerican case, and is valuable, as indicating perhaps the lino of argument
that the United States Commissioners may take against the British. It
W'ill be observed that ihe main contention now is that an American fishing
1'e8861 becomes a trading vessol the moment it gets within the three-milo11'flit or into a Canadian port, in which capacity it has the riglit to buy up
the hait, whose peculiar possession is the great advantage Canada has over
't fleighbour-the seed corn whereon the harvest for both depends. But
if a fishing vessel is aiso a trading vessel, acquirîng the commercial rights
Of a trader at need, what sort of vessel had the parties to the Treaty of
1818 in view when they forbad American fishermen from entering Cana-
diait waters or ports for any purpose whatever, save for the purpose of
Shelter and repairing damages, of purchasing wood, and of obtaining
Waeter ?, What was the use of that provision-where the sense of it-if
th' Molment an American fishing vessel passes within the three-mile limit,
Cl Iito a Canadian port, in order to do the thing forbidden to an American
68heernan,,she becomes an American trader, with privileges that cannot ho
8Mrec3ted by the Treaty 1

THEi bloodshed at Mitchellstown has been caused by the Parnellite and
0191est011 ite leaders who have been busy inciting the people to resist the
i4'e. The Crimes Bill is now a law of the United Kingdom, yet Mr.

WlimO'Brien wilfully violated it, and Mi. Labouchere went to Mitchelîs-
ta't abet him. No doubt the English people are strongly opposed to~iiterference with the right of public mieetinig ; but to keep order is no0

illterferonce wiili that right. A Gýovernînent reporter was at the Mitchels-
tn~'el ieetir,(, il, the diseharge of his duty, and being escorted by the

polices they were resisted by the crowd with sticks and atones, the police

oee hein- driven into their barracks. Sa rough was their treatment that
rpt twenty were sevorely in.jure(l. And the place of meeting was in possession
*in of the nîoh-or of the National League. Once more it was a question
4ir whether the law of the United Kingdoiin should prevail, or the law of the

National League ; and they are abetting treason-not vindicating the
[ ili ofpbi meeting-who b:ame the police for using the Most efficient

edTHE Frenchi mobilisation experiiueîit appears to have been just asýst successful as could ho wished [)y friends of France who are aiso frîendly to
of peace. It was not sa brilliant a sueccess as to elate the French overmuch;ce yet it was s0 far removed fromi a failure ns to be sufficient to despel doubt

ly and inspire confidence. Tbis is in every way cause for congratulation.a- Lt would not be good for the world if Franco through manifest weakness
- ecame exposed to attack by hier powerful ncighbour ; it would not ho)d good for Franco herseîf if she were led through over-conifidence to venture
mon enterprises that could only end in ber humiliation. As respects

Gerinany at any rate, we doubt if the army of any irirading power-be itn French or Russian-has any chance of ultimate victory. Qerman nation-
ality is alive in every fi bre;- and the army is ail that an army should ho-

~'instinct with national feeling, organised with a perfectniess of business.0 method that ensures the greatest possible efficiency to a powerful arm. No)_other army can compare with it in this latter respect;- and any invader ofO Germany will assuredly have to reckon xvith a (lefenuler such as in aIl lier
Ohistory shie nover had before.

THE despatcli of heavy artillery from Englnnd along the Pacifie llailway
to Esquimnault bas produced a profound impression in Russia. The fortifi-
cations at Vladivostock are, in consequence, to ho enlarged, and every
effort made by IRussia to recover the naval superiority in tlie North

tPacifie which, in lier opinion, bas been shattered by the completion of the
Canadian Pacifie Railway.

A cuRIous evidence of the antiquity and permanence of a Chinese fashion
is the presence on a newly discovered Hittite seal, found near Tarsus, of
figures with that quasi- Mongolian appenda ge, the pigtail, one of these heing
apparently an eagle-headed deity. The same appentînge is to ho seen onsome of the monuments whic h the British Museum obtained from the
reputed site of Carchemish ; and the Khita warriors are depicted as simi-larly adorned on the Egyptian painting of Abu-Sîmbel. It appears the
pigtail was imposed on China by the Manchus.

Mn. BRIGHT has addressed an interesting letter on the subject of
International Arbitration to the Secretary of the London Peace Society,who is about ta proceed to America to advocate there the advisability of aTreaty with England, under which botli Powers sliould agree to submnit ailtheir disputes ta arbitration. I think," says Mr. Bright, "lif the Govern-
mont of the States were willing, and were in any way to signify theirwillingness, to become a party to sucli a Treaty, there is a force of good
mon with us ta induce our Qoverfiment to consent to it. . - . England
and the States will remain two nations, but I would have them always
regarded by themselves as one people." The only misgiving as tothe
proposed arbitration is the difficulty of finding a trustworthy tribunal ta
which ta refer disputed points.

THE advantages of the Nicaragua Canal are thus suînmrarised by theNew York !Ierald, in a recont editorial 'The Panama Canal must cost,ta bogin with, ton times wbat the Nicaragua Canal wiIl cost. The endsof the Panama Canal are in a region of perpetutal calms; the ends of theNicaragua Canal in one of constant trade winds The former worktraverses a region that must always ho unhealtliy; the line of the latter isnearly ais salubriaus as the table lands of Mexico. The Isthmian route isthousands of miles, counting bath sides, fartheî. away than the otherfrom the nortliern countries whence is to be expected the bulk of trade.
The first is a sait water conduit, the second a f resh-water on1e. While the
Nicaragua Canal is the longer, it will cost Iess to koep it in ropair ; andwhile the narthern lino may not ho bogun-the surveys are ta ho commencedon December 1-for some time yot, there is a fair prospect that, oncebegun, within the time prescribed under the agreement with the Nicara-guan Governinent, it will ho finished before its southern rival." The onlydisadvantage of the Nicaragua route is the fact that the lake is ane hun.dred foot abave the level of the sea, and the ships must therefore passthrough locks in crassing the [sthmus ; wheraas M. de Lesseps proposes alocklems canal.


