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England spirit of education, culture, and progress, cani be fouild lhure. ti

The spirit of our forefathers, who, freim the lancling on Plymouth Rock, 0i

battied with forest and savage, sickness, famine, and hardship, until, con- ce

quering and overcoming ail opposition, civilisation was estabiied ail over D

the land-this saine spirit cani be seen now, as ever, in every littie village, fa

in the keeping pace with the greatest thoughts and inventions of the day. b

Always ready to secure, ani put into execution, any new ideI(a4 likeiy b

to further the advancement of any of our occupations, we make ourI'"quiet i

New England homes," whether situated in bustling town, or more reînoteiy wN

placed in seclusion, the homes of education, refinement, and culture. This nl

cari be seen in a sumrmer ride over the hbis by an ordinarily observing b

traveller without an actuai acquaintance with the people. FRANKLIN. a

NYorth Leverett, Mas8. %
v

JOTTINGS OFF THE G. P. R.

Wz lef t Donald for our trip to the Columbia Lakes and Kootenay Vallcy, <

at four o'clock on the afternoon of Saturday, August 28, by the eastern-

bound express, with a regular camp outfit, consisting of two bundies con-

taining biankets, buffalo robes, and wvaterproof sheets for bedding, one tent,e

one small valise, two saddles and saddie-hags, twvo guns, an axe, one sack

of foeur, one sack of provisions for our 200 miles ride, another of cook-

ing and eating utensils, and muiscellaneous odds and ends. Lt shouid have

taken us but haîf an hour to reach Golden City, seventeen miles distant,

where we were to enîbark upon the steamer Duchess, but we were more

than an hour on the way, for, owing to the approacli of a special, bearing

Sir Donald Smith, Mr. Cyrus Field, Mr. Stafford Northcote, and other

notabiiities, to the far Pacific Slope, our express had to turn off the main

line at Moberiy on to a mysterious switch branching front the track at a

right angle, and running directly inito the bush, so that as our etigirie

advanced along it we sFemed bound to plunge fromi the rails into the

priluevai forest.

It was haif-past five o'clock when we steamed into Golden City, where

we were met by Mr. F. P. Armstrong, the captain of the Duchess, wvho

escorted us to the banks of the Columbia, about a mile distant, where the

steamer lay at hier inoorings. iure is a good' wagon-road ail the- way, but

the eveniný was so beautif ni that, 1 preferred to walk, and foraied a far

more favourabie opinion of the city of golci thani 1 hati tione when t

passedl through it on my way to Donald, perhaps because on that occasion

1 had my back turned to Pilot Mountain, which rears up, alinost a detaclîed

mass of granite, behind the town. The setting suni was gilding the surface

of its reddish-yeilow rock with tints that might have given the city its

golden naine ; 1 fear, however, thiat it was derived freim below, and i8

of the earth earthy in its origin.

The rosy and purpie shades of the near and distant ranges would liave

delighted the eye of an artist, and the aspect of the boat, as she lay at hei'

picturesque moorings opposite a highi wooded bluff' on the Columbia River,

was most inviting. To me the Duchess was a ileW nauticai. experience,

being a smail edition of the stern-wheel .steamers used for the shiallowv

navigation of the Mississippi and Missouri Rivers ; she is a flat-bottomned

boat of lightr draught, and cani pass over two feet six inches of water ; she

has a promenade deck, supported on light columuis, with a hurricane deck

above, on which the wheel-house stands ; she is sixty feet long, by seven-

teen feet beam, with a carrying capacity of twenty tons ; hier cabin accommo-

dation will be excellent when complete, giving rooin for eight or ten

passengers. The main saloon is wide and spacious, and, as Mr. Armstrong

kindiy placed his cabin at our disposal, we fared snmiptuonsly. lThe

steamer Duches8 will run next year fromn the month of May tri September,

in connection with the C. P. R. trains; the trip up to the lakes and back

take4 four days. Al information on the subject of this route will bu

forthcoming in the spring, when it will be advîsable for ail tourists visiting

British Columbia to diverge from the main route, and see somnething of the

interior of the country, and the magnificent moueitain scenery which the

Columbia River commands in its winding course between the ranges of the

Rookies and the Selkirks.

Steamn was up when we went on board the boat, and a few minutes later

she mnoved away fron hier moorings, and we were launched upon the bosoni

of the far-famed Columbia. We ran up the river some seven miles to

Canyon Creek, to take on wood, and then tied up to the bank for the night,

as it was getting dark. The navigation of the Columbia, with its numerous

snags and sand-bai's, is an impossibility after dark, and this original manner

of secnring the boat to Mother Earth during these hours is very conducive

to sound slumber.

Sunday, August 29, was a lovely summer day, bright and cloudless,

with a f resh wind blowing, which, rolied away the light veil of simoke

lat biad drifted down front the forest tires of the west, tili it rested

i the distant mountains like a silver haze, against whichi the adja-

unt trucs stood ont in strong relief. This scene fromn the decks of the

uchess was a most entrancinig onu, and quite beggars description. Words

,il nie to depict the beauties of the Columbia River, xvinding- as it does

etween two mouintaimi ranges, the Rockies on tît- east side standing out in

olci peaks and rugged bifs, while the Selkirks, on th, wvest, some few

iiles froin Golden CJity, lose their massive outliflu5, auJ faîl away iii sloping

'ooded heights. The couirse of theu river, with its swift curent, as it flows,

on' wide, Iîow narrow, between its io\v banks overhung with wiilows, cran-

erry bushes, and taIt cottonwootl trees (very similai' in growth anti appear-

ne to our poplar), is straiely peaceful anti secludetl, and its varying

itltli, neyer exceeding 300 feet, is in strange contrast to the extent and

olumu of our Eastern waters.

iThe tirst pause wve mnade wvas at eleveit 0'cI<)ck iii the morning, atjfohuson's

-Iog Ranche, whichi does tt, as the naine wonld iînply, indicate the porcine

juadreped, but is the western slang for a whiskey resort. That insidious

timuilant was a year aguY a contraband article, wbl could not bu soid

vithie twenty mîiles of the C. P. R. rails; hience Johinson's Hog Ranche was

~stabliied just outside that niagie circle. We are now twenty-five miles

roui Golen City ; and thiesuai' raîtche is beautifully situiated at the base of

isuperl) peak of the Rocky Hoiltains on one of th(, numecrous channels

of the Columbia. \Ve mîade a liait of somne twenty minutes to take on

wvoouI at this delectable spot, tîten ran down tîte streain with the swift

current at a trementious î>acu for soune 100 yards, sweeping so close to the

buslies as xve turniet iuito the main chanutel tîmat thu overhiaintg trees

oraslied against the sides of tîte, boat,

iumediately aftr we leave. Johinson's, the Columubia duvelops nuinerous

branches, anti the Selkirk Ranige islest to view, its place being supplied by

wooded huils uvbicli tlesceitl to the etige of the xvater anti continue for

about te miles. 'Uhe river seeuns, if possible, to increase in beauty the

fartlîîr we asoenid its tortuons course. Thu Rockçy Mountains stand ont in

an alinost inceredibie tiepthi of bine distance on the eastern banlk, reminding

onue of som-te of Tnrnier's Italiaoi lantiscapes. In onu place the main chan-

net (livides, anti we foliowv ait apparentiy niarrow streamn, and coast along

a low isiani, xvitl a nmarshy lied of reetîs on the west--a likzely haunit for

wild fowl ; indeed the constant popping of a gun f roin the hiurricane deck

overhead, as tlocks of geese, ai decks, roued by thu approach of the

steamier, fiy across hier imows, is a constant source of excitumnent. I regret

to say, however, that on thesu occasions no bag xvas mnade. Farther up

againi we tinid oursulves in a nietwork of isiands and chiancela, with trees

hanging, in soine places, so fat' ovur the water as ainuost to sweep the upper

decks of the Duclîess as she glides benuath themn. Ont one occasioni, Mr.

Armnstrong told mue, wlîun liu liad givuni the wlîcel for a few moments to

the charge of a deck hand, the latter cut a point tno short (iii nautical

panlance), and tue steamer struck uponi onu bamîk and swung off' on to the

opposite side, passing as she diti se unider a Ieaiing truc wlîich caught the

smnoke-stack, anti depositedl it pronîiptly le the river buli and huis men spelît

ail the next day fisiîing ie tivelve feet of water for it, and eventnally

succeedel in recovering ut, aud restored it to its former position. E. S.

INS TIIU CIV() FR011 ilU-iiiMY- CASES{

WaEsý the ancient Egyptians embaimed their dead with so înucli cane they

did not suspect that thousauîds of years after thieir time other races wouid

open their sepuichres ami sarcophagi, antd tind therein evideace of great

value and signiticancu' for the, explication of tmodern worid probiems. It

was a custom of those ancient Egyptians to buny seeds and soînetimes

plants with their duati. They coiueioîdly mîade a lighit biet' for the body of

freshiy cut green bougbis witli the leaves oui, aîîd it wvas cnstomary in

swathing the conpse with its mortuary bandages to enclose this light hier

in tliem. These plant remains, with nany others more purposeiy deposited

on or about the bodies or in the septilchrai chambers, have been resurrected

recently from. mnany old touibs neyer before openud,- and the information

they give ils is interesting and suggestive. Professor William Carruthers,

president of the biological sectiona of the British Association, discussed

tltese discoveries in his opening atidruas, and while hie refrained f tom mak-

ing any application of the fa'cts ascertained, the mure statement of them, is

emtough to demonstrate tlheir scope and bearing.

It resuits f rota the bieritetie sealing of the plants and seeds referred to,

that they have been preserved, for the înost part, as f rush as when they

were deposited, and very fortiîiatuly their tirst examinatioît has been made

by an eminent botanist, Dr. Schweinfurth, whîo has for a quarter of a

century been exploring the flora of the Nule Valley. By putting these

plants in warm water Dr. Schîwinfurth bas restored thein aimost coin-

pleteiy. lIThe colours of the flowurs are stili prescrnt, even the Most

evanescent, such as the violet of the iarkspur and knapweed, and the

scariet of the poppy ; the chiorophyli remains in the leaves, and the sugar

in the puîp of the raisins." Dr. Schweinfurth has determined no less than

fifty-nine species, and wbat is most remarkable is that the chiaracteristics


