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THE LASH.

In flic U.nited States some attention bas of late been attractcd toward the

question of corporal punîsliment ; this bias arisen on accounit of tlic frcquency
of brutal crimes. It is doubtful whetber, witb their democratic ideas, the

American people wvould allowv the introduction of flogging as a criminal ptînisl-

nment; flie question as to its necessity is bardly disputable. fin Englanid the

punisbment of the lash bias beeni the only efficient deterrent - as soon as brutal

crimes are found to be of frequent occurrence, it is a faut that, a dose of the

lash soon remedies the state of affairs ; it is the only punishment that bias put a

stop to garroting, and tbere are very fewv to be found wbo object to the infliction
of the lash upon criminals.

Iil the United States ivben a crimirial is sentenced for somne peculiarly

atrocious crime, it is strange that ai rnrbid sympatby is created in flie minds

of some persons wbose mninds must be peculiarly constituted, and tile criminal

is wept over, petitions for pardon are numerously signed, and tbe condemncd
one is presented wvith floral offerings and feasted upon good tbings. That this

is common is easily seen by tbe reports in the daily press of the murder cases ;

it appears mtîcb more sensible tbat Lynch-law sbould prevail than that these
brutal criminals should be tbus fêted. On the principle that a partially tunjust
law is better tban no law, it is mucb more desirable that one innocent mail

should suifer tban tbat ninety-nine guilty ones sbould be thus exalted and
glorified as beroes or martyrs. Making a dlaim to be pbilanthropists, soîne
persons continue to protest against the use of tbec lash, and these philanthro-
pists' sympathies seem to growv deeper and greater iii exact p)rop)ortionl to tbe

diabolical brutality of the crime ; but when the punisbiment is found to bc s0
efficient, their whinings wil1 flot be of much avai.

Tbere are some who may claini that feelings of revenge sbould not be

allowed to exist ; thiis is quite true, but that they do exist is flot so truc. Ini

nearly all cases there clapses quite a Iengthy period of timie from the commis-

sion of the crime to the sentencing of tbe cuiprit, and tbe punishment is giveni

with dispassionate judgment commensurate with the enormity of tbe offence.
Sometimes, in cases of murder, the position and standing of the murdered one

make tbe crime seem. much greater, but as murder is ustially punished by
hanging, the use of the lasb in such cases is flot necessary. It is nlecessary
where tbe offense is committed against those who are peculiarly defenceless,
such as women or children, and in some cases in which tbe chances of detection
are small, or in which the effect is to condemn the one assaulted to a living

death. The moral effeçt,of the lash is great, and culprits dread it more than
penal servitude. A case in point is tbus related by tlie Newv York Jourial of
Commnerce.-

"lA few days since one of the most brazen-faced ruffians wbo ever stood

up in a Britisb court suddenly wbited, and uttered a scream on hearing the

termis of tbe judge's sentence, and wvas taken awvay in a fainting condition. 11e

had no0 defense. The evidence against bim was conclusive. Ife ivas sure of

conviction and of a severe sentence, and hie knew.it. But hie wvas not l)repared

for one part of tbe punishment, prescribed by justice Stephen. Ife screarncd

and almost fainted, not in view of tbec twenty years of penal servitude, but

because the judge ordered, as a fitting prelude, tbirty lashes. T[his mari had

robbed and attempted to murder by drugging, and then tbrowing froni a rail-

way carniage, a travelling companion, in wbose confidence he biad ingratiated

himself. It was a premeditated crime of tlic most becinous kind. It wvould

have ended in murder but for tbe inability of the assassin to eject bis victim

from tlie car before the train stopped. Tbe ruffian then escaped with his booty,
but was followed by the balf-stupefied, badly-injured man, wbo staggercd upon
the platforin and gave an alarm whicb led to the capture of flie assailant. This

strange affair took place in a car of the London underground fine, of wbich
tbc two mcii were the only occupants. justice Stepben, ini passing sentence,

said it was the ' most cowardly and brutal outrage that bad ever been brouight

under bis notice.' He marked bis sense of borror, as well as made thec sen-

tence a ivbolesomc caution to all other like-minded dcsperadocs by prefixing

the thirty lashes to, the twenty years' imprisoniment. The prisoner would flot

hlave flincbed from tbe incarceration, but he winced terribly under the judgment

of the cat, as if bie already felt the nine-tails raising ivales on bis bare back."

Thbis surcly must have a great effeet upon all te, wboi the facts becomc

known, and must bc considered a great preventative of crime.

THE F. F.'S.

(F-o; Tlie Queen.)

No. IL.
Vet sometinies the F. F.'s are condescending and cxceedingly sociable

My lady is the bandsome widow of a City knigbt, but bier title sounids as wvell
as anotber's ; and no one looks behind tlic word into tbe designation of the

patent. 11cr daugbters are supremely proud of tbe distinction which marks off
their mother as one of the F. F.'s by Act of Parliament 2nd the Quecn's grace;

and you will bc miade frec of file fact tbat they bave been nursed on the bosoml

of one who has the rigbt to caîl herself Lady Fourstars, before you bave got

iveil tlîrougli the fîsli or bave begunl a conversation with your left-hand neigh-
bour, tbe Ilwarm " Ilsnug " tailor fromn a provincial town, wlîerc bad debts are
fewv and the spirit of competition is not. Perbaps, if you are one of those sinful
creatuires wvbo a little resenit patronage aîîd dislike condescension abouit as much
as insolence, you wisl tlîat your newv friends-those tindeniiable F. F.'s-wouild
flot be quite s0 swcet, not (1uite so am-iable. You detect in their voices the ring
witlî whicli finle ladies greet the MUollies and Bettys of thecir parish vben they
go to sec thiniii i their cottages, ivitb no more idea of those cottages being
bouses, and therefore castles, than if tbey wverc visiting the horses in the stables
or the fowls in their coop. And tlîis same kind of tbings is passed on to you.
It would bc no mlore undcrstood that you bave your owvn reserves, your own
disindination to strange friendships and unpresented associations, tban that
Betty should object to be caught at the îvasb-tnb with bier bouse ahl in disorder,
or that Molly would rather the great ladies did not coine about bier place to
find lier Joe sitting by the fire, or snoring on the floor, unwashed, flot at work,
and drunk. Vou are one of the second set, and tlic F. F.'s are-well, the F.
FA' are wlîat they arc. X our place, then, is to l)e tbankful for what you get :
to pick up your crtimbs îvith placid content;- and to think the F. F.'s lovely for
their condcsceîîsion and affability.

Soînetimes again, they comre into tbe circle as an invading and hostile
army ; and if they cali offer a sufficient bribe to the innkeepcr, so as te, make it
wvorth bis wvhile, thcy trample you aIl to the ground and reniain misters and
mistresses of the situation. F, F.'s of tbis kind are neyer by any chance
satisfied with tlîeir flirst portions ; for wvill thcy allow any person to have any-
thing wvlatsoever better thaîî tberrselves, or retain wvhat thcy may desire. Tbcy
find fault îvith thecir places at tlie table, and make it a sine qud non-if tbey are
to stay-that flec vbolc arrang~ements shahl be recast to admit of tbeir specitl
grouping according to their fancy. If thec head of the table bas been taken as
it generally is, by righit aîîd seniority, they demand that the doyen of the lîousc
shahl be removed lower down, and that the chief F. F. of the party shahl be
cxalted i ]lis stead. TI'by demand also that all tlie table shall be disorganised
to enable thcm to reinain in a compact body. If the doyen is good-tempered
and indifferent to small nîatters--kind-bcarted, glad te, do the host a service, and
anxîous to avoid disturbarîce-he and bis vacate their places ; and bebold the
superior F. F. on ber throne, and so far bappy in bier victory. Do they cat
ionging eyes at a certain room-a room wîth a pleasant balcony and a charming
view, already tenanted by someone else ? They go to the landiord witb a fresh
ultimatum, and positîvely iust bave that one special chamber, else,-phew !
they will ail vanisb to-morrow like a puff of smoke ! There is notbing for it
but to dispossess the present tenant, with a dozen apologies and regrets. Dufy
is sometimes biard, and landiords have awfully disagrecable tbings to do. It all
comes to file samne tbing in the end, bowever. Apology, regret, explanatioù,
scîf-excuse-the wbole roll caîl counts for notbing more than so many flourîshes
abouit the central sentence: IlThe F. F.'s want your room, and you must give
it to them." Have tbey peeped tbrough your open door and seen a chair or a
table, a glass or a wvardrobe, that they covet ? Witbout warning and silently,
tlie piece of furnittîre is rernoved, and you hlave to make shift without any at ail,
or with an inferior substitute reccived in return. Perhaps you hear that yours
lias gone to bc mended, or what not. To this you pay no great beed. You

know that tlie F. F,'s wec your Mordecai, and that you have had to suff&r in
consequence ; and you cither leave the botel in a pet, or follow the example of

thec altruistic "doyen aîîd give up your rigbts for tlie sake of your landiord and
biis "good-let."

T1hese F. F.'s hiold tlîemselvcs rigidly apart from the rest of tlie company.
They bave tlîeir owvn jokes, thîcir own talk, their private allusions, their unsbared
funi. They look at flhc exiles and laugli among themselves as whispers mnake
flie round of tbe close-set block. Some jest, connected with that lady's cal)
or this one's gown-that gentleman's voice or the other's beard or hair-sends
flic whole party into polite convulsions, from the cause of wbich tlie compfny
i general are slîut ouit. But by degrees the point of their ivit becomes blunted

by too exclusive slîarpening on one worn-out old hone. They use up their
subjects and mnl agrounid iii a manner that betrays itself to ail the wvorld. Theua
they cast ;vistful. looks down the table where tlie exiles talk and laugk with
constant supplies of fresh material poured like oul on te, the fire of their îninds;
and perhaps some anîong the silperior creatures think that exclusiveness and
F. F.ism may bc boughit a little too dearly, and that human nature counts for
sometbing if, iii the code of values, being of the F. F,'s *couiits for more.
'[bat Young girl wvho turned lier back straight on bier natural comrade in flic
first days of tbeir invasion, îoîv looks wvonderfully inclined to speak to bier and
"Imake friends." Thîe exile is the prettier of the two, the better dressed, anîd
îîîconîparably the better brcd; but then she is flot an F. F., she is only a
banisbed Peri ; so of what good are bier sweetuess, ber prettiness, bier fresb littie
girlish frocks, bier nice kinid wvays, ber amiability altogether ? Hem rnotber bias

been aIl the wvorid over and caîî tell you long and strangely interestiîîg stomies
of China anîd Japan, of rouglîing it here and queening it there. 11cr fathier bas
a voîce that îvould have niade bis fortune on the stage had bie chosen to take
up Mario's droppcd mîandte. But to what good ? '[bey are not F. FA's ihey

have flot a coronet abouit thien, nom a title, iior even great weaith. They arce
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