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FHerod Agrippa >buit an amphitheatre, and exhibited

gladiatorial shows, ýwith no other diflereiice from those Of
Rorne than that the chief of the persons who thus fought

were criminals, 46to the niunber of seven ýhundred of a

side -1 saYs JosephÜs; 'Ilthus imnproving the pünisliment

.of the criminals to the pleasure of the spectators;ý for thé'

were ail destroyed to -th.e last mnan." Suchi ~w*ere -some

of the pleasures of the civilized world at that ime!
1 shall not here repeat what alI can- find elsewhere, -

narnely the state of Rome -itself urider. the frst Coesars;

yet stili, nôtwýithstanding thue general dissolution'of mnan-
ners, alrnost the only opposition offered to the spread of the

gospel appears to have been that of'the unbelievirig'jews

settied in the. différent cities of the empire. 'Tt would

seem that this was the case even in Rome itself; for, ad-
e 1ordinig to Suetonius, such tumuits took place there a mong

the Jews," incited by one Chets> t that the Emperor

Clauid jus éommanded ail of that nation to quit the city:

but the progress of the gospel' was flot- arrested by tijis,

for the epistle of Paul to the Romans,ý written before he

had ever visited that cityj shows that-the numbeér of con-
verts was considerable, aud those flot alto gether of the

mneaner sort: and iii the epistle to the Philippians, written

a few years after, we find greetings from "the saints of
Caesai's bousehold-" - to the -Church at Plii;more-

over in the beginning of that epistie the Apostie obser*ves

thiat his bonds, - for he was then a prisoner, -had'turn-

ed ouît for the furtherance of the gospel ; for that the cause
of his imprisonment, etc., the enmity of the Jews, was

Antiq. lib. xix.
t' Suet. in bce. This was a name flot unfrequently given to Christ and

the Chrisfians by the heathens. v. Tertuil. Ap.
t Probably about.&..n. 58.ol


