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gether, to the end (hat, if the enemy’s
ships should attempt to force their way
through, there nught rot be room for
more than one at a time. During this
operation, our frigate Arethusa ventured
out as far as she could ; and her guns
extremely incommoded the enemy’s
workmen. The English returued the five
with the same vivacity ; and Leing im-
patient to make their approaches, they
used all their endeavours to drive our
ships back. Matters were thus pretty
uniform on both sides during the space f
four days. The 1st of July a detachment
of our people sallied out of the wood and
advanced about a nile beyond the pond,
upon which, Mr Wolfe, went to meet them
with 500 0r Goo regulars. Theie wasa very
brisk skirmish, but at length our men
were obliged to retive.  This they did in
good order, firing al! the time upon the
enemy, who gained nevertheless, two
very advantageous eminences, on which
they immediately threw up a redoubt.
On our side we sunk two frigates more,
and left their masts standing above water.
The following days the enemy formed
their lines, and their light troops defend-
ed themselves against the savages, who
hovered about the camp in order to pick
up any stragglers,

Yet as we were determined not to sur-
render ull the last extremity, we made a
saily, the Sth, upon a detachment of work-
men commanded by Drigadier General
Lawrence. We swrprised them by the
help of a very dark night : but what could
goo men do agaiast the whole vanguard of
the enemy, who mmmediately flew to the
assistance of the sappers ? \We had two
captains and a few soldiers killed. The
day following we sent a flag of truce, to
beg leave to bury the dead.

The 10th, the Admiral set 200 miners
to work. In the meanwhile, we fired
chain shot at them, and made as much
noise as possible. The Arethusa em-
ployed the time she was hindered from
sailing, in such a manner, as made us
amends for this involuntary delay. The
mght of the 11th, we perceived a great
fire in the woods, and as it was a signal
of the approach of M. des llerbiers with
a renforcement of Canadians and savages
we began to pluck up our spints. Desides
we knew that, as M. des Herlners piqued
Eimself more for his bravery than for his
humanity, there was no doubt of his har-
rassing the enemy as much as possible,
with the troops which he would keep
hoverinyg about theiv camp, after he had
reinforced the varrison.  ‘T'lis same off-
cer had the good fortune to snap up an
English soldier that was driving a cart,
and bemzs apprized, by this fellow, of the
situation of the enemiy’s camyp, he imme-
diateiy let us know 1t, to the end that we
might point our batteries accordingly,

The 15th, a thick fog ansing the Are-
thusa embraced the opportunity to slip
away in the night and, though the enemy
used all possible expedition i giving
chase to this ship, she gat clear off, yet 1
am of opinion, that her departure gave
more pleasure to the Faghish than to us.

The 16:h, Mr. \Wolfe made himself
master of the post occupied by our pickets
situated within joo vards of the west gate,
and there he muir.tained himself 1n spite
of all our fire fram our cannon and bombs.
A deserter from the camp having inform-
ed us where the enemy’s magazines lay,
we directed our<hells in such a manner,
as to alarm them greatly.

The ensuing days their approaches
towards the town were carried on with
success, as were also the new botteres,
one of which began to play very briskly
on tihe Dauphin Dbastion, and the west
yate.

The 215t proved fatal to us.  Our ship
the Entreprenant, of 64 guns, having been
set on fire by a cannon shot from the
enemy, blew up in the middle of the har-
bour ; and in its fall the fire spread itself
to the two more ships, the Celebre and
the Capricieux, which were bty burnt.
The other vessels escaped with vervy great
difficalty and  risk,
pass between the enemy’s ba‘tery and
the cannon of the ships on fire, which
played upon us as well as upon them.
Several of our small craft were burnt ; n
short, it was a night of horror and desola-
tion. The Predent and the Blenfaisant,
of (4 guns, which had escaped this time,
soon after fell a prey to the enemy. Ad-
miral Doscawen had given orders for each
ship under his commaad to get ready two
boats, two pumaces, and a barge, armed
with muskets; havoners, catlasses; hat-
chiets, and pisto's.  These under the com-
mand of the Captains La Forey and Bal-
four, entered the harbour in great silence.
on a very dark night. As our batteries
and ramparts had been very much dam-
aged these three davs, and as the fire of
the enemy’s small-arms made it alinost
impracticable for us to maintain ourselves
on those same ramparts which we were
endeavouring to repar; and lastly, asa
breach had been already made in the
Dauphin’s bastion and the west gate:
we did not want for Besides, we
had seen the beseigers bring ladders to
the trenches, and, as we apprehended a
scalade every moment, we kept conti-
nually firmyz our small arms or: the ram-
parts, wlnle the enemy phed us in the
same manner, without intermission. [t
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is not thercfore, at all surprising, that in
such confusion and alarm, we did not per-
ceive the boats, which, as I mentioned to
you before, slipped into the harbour.
Their aim was against the two only ships
we had left, and they succeeded, Cuptain
La FForey attacked the Prudent, and *“ap-
tam Dalfoum, the Bienfaisant,

The report of the guns made us sensible
of our fresh misfortune ; hut 1t was teo
late.  In vam did we direct every battery,
that sull in a condition to play,
asanst the enemv’s howse We could
not hinder the enfusamt from beinyg
towed cloze by cur wails into the north
east harbour, under the protection ¢t the
encmy’s nor the  Prudent,
whiclh wis aground, Lom beme sct on
fire. T naet conless,siv, that this action
did as mueh o the Laglish, as
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damayge to us. And, indeed, so long as
our ships remained n the harbeur, it
would bave been difficult for ihem to
make a general assault.

Here then was our coup de grace. Of
this we were convinced, the next day. by
the shocking spectacle before us. We
were under the greatest concern toseeour
harbour desolated, and laid waste. It was
covered with the wrecks, as well of those
ships that had been burnt, as of those
which either we or our enemy had sunk,
When we turned our eyes to view the
situation of the town, our affliction was
heightened. Our batteries were almost
ruined ; not above twelve pieces of can-
non were in a condition to fire ; a breach
had been rendered practicable ; our num-
bers had been greatly reduced ; and the
redoubling of the enemy’s fire had nearly
destroyed us.

Add to this, no ways and means to re-
pair our losses ; no appearance of relief ;
nav, we had seen the enemy a few cays
before, seize on two Spamsh vessels that
were bringing us succour. la so melan-
choly a situation, there wasnothing else,
bat to capitnlate ; sothat we suspended
our fire, and sent to demand a truce, in
order to regulate the articles of sur-
render.

We msisted upon terms far more honor-
able, and more advantageous than we
had a right to expect ; and, in case of a
refusal, we were resolved to hold out to
the last. The cfficer charged with the
propoasals of our commandant M. de Dra-
court, reurned with the following letter
from Ceeneral Ambherst : “In answer to
the proposal received on the part of your
excellency, I have nothing further to say
than that his excellency Admiral Bosca-
wen and [ have determined, that our men
of war shall enter the harbour to-morrow,
in order to make a general assault. Your
excellency knows full well the situation of
the army and ileet, as well as of the town;
Lu, as Admiral Doscawen and wmyself
are both desirous of avoiding any furiher
effusion of blood, we give your excellency
an hour to deternune on the only capitu-
lation we are willing to grant, which is,
to surrender yourselves prisoners of war ;
otherwise, your excellency must be ar-
swerable for all the fatal consequences of
so nseless a defense.”

M. de Dracourt, being extremely exas-
perated at these hard terms, resolved in a
council of war, to defend the town to the
last extremity. In consequence of this
resolution, he was going to send an answer
to the enemy, intimating that he would
wait for a general assault ; when the com-
missary M. Prevost, came and presented
a petition to him in behalf of the mnhabi-
tants,  During this mterval an officer had
been sent back to Messrs. Boscawen and
Ambherst, in order to obtain more favor-
able conlitions. Dat as they persisted
in the same answer, nothing further re-
maned but to comply munediately, either
with the desie of the ollicers of the gar-
rison, who were ready to defend them-
selves to the utmost extremity, or with the
petition of the commissary, which, with-



