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other Denominations; as indeed several of my |

former statements tend to show.

The fact is, that sincere and enlightened !

Christians, in addition to- their deep conviction of’

the necessity of positive distinctive Christian in- |

struction in our Common Schools, are further.
satisfied that non-religions must, very soon, be- '
come ir-religious education. if inderd, the terms !
are not identical, as taught by our blessed Lord !

himselt, when he told "his disciples, * He that!

zatherethfnot with me scatthereth abroad.” Those !
therefo:e, who, in the simplicity of their hearts,
believe in the literal truth of their Divine Master’s
teaching, cannot choosc but tremble as they con- -
lomnlnle our present School systein; since those |
teachers to whom we are required o commit our '
children’s tuining for so Jong and important a
portion of their lives, are not even expected to
aidin * gathering’ them to Christ ; eonsequently,
if he who is “ the Truth” i3 to be believed, such
teachiug must tend to ¢ scatter” our little ones
* abroad” trom him! Yea, and already does our
experience of ihe present School system, most
pawnfully teach the same melancholy truth. My
deeided impression is. that only asmall proportion
of our leuchers are regulur attcndanis upon any
place of worthip, and that a mere fruction of them
are accredited members of any religious body ; for
the mnost part they arve yvung people, without uny
tixed religious principles, with whom the Sunday
is a mere holiday ; while not a few of the older
ones, ar¢ mote or less, given to intoxication.
Consequently, the children under such teachers,
have the continual irreligous example of Sunday
desecration, if not of more flagrant vices ; while
it is evident that the teaching must be most chil-
lingly void of any thing approaching to Evan-
gehieal purity and truth. ~ And, the crowning evil
1s, that these teachers and schools being freed b
law, trom all ministerial, or other religious comrol,
no correctives can be administered at the fountain
from which the evil flows. '
As irreligion, even in its mildest form, necessa-
- rily leads to a contemptuous dislike of Christian
truth, our painful conviction is, that, if persevered
in, our present Common School systein must ev- |
entually, raise up a large body of ill-informed ;
sceptics, puffed up with the miserable cant of a
maudlin rationalism. Such appears already to
have been some of its effects in the neighbourin
States, where, I fear, it is beyond a doubt that the
proporlion of those who make mo distinctive pro-
Jession of Christian fuith, is rapidly increastng!
Such are the grounds then, upon which, as [
believe, a considerable number of the eernest-
minded amongut the different denoinations in
this Province, are opposed to the Chief Snperin-
tendent’s Common School System, and, who only
wait the propounding of a better, with a fair pro-
bubilit(: of its success, vigorously to join issue
with him in the question. But, though this
¢ party” may incluge a large’ proportion of the
intelligence, the piety, and even of the conven-
tional respectubility of the land, it will, l fear,
have little intluence upon the Reverend Doctor;
unless we can also show to his anatisfaction, that
our * party is very * considerable,” since it
waould appear that majoritics, rather than princi-
ples, ate the objects ot his veneration. .
(4.) But, {urther, the present system throws
the management of the Schools into the hands of
illiterate people. It does this, becouse, like loves
it« like, aud, as not only the most uneducated, but
ulso the idle and the dissolute vote on all §chool
matters, they delight to exalt one another into
office ; or at least to appoint those who will do
their bidding; thus, as is notorious, the more
educaled portions of our community are not
generally connected with aur Schoonls ; and this
evil is the more extensive because, in many small
localities, persons fit to fill sohosl] offices, are not
10 be found; where or the contrary, the. manage-
ment in the ministers and official members of the
nearest prevailing denominations, such ignorant
injurious management would be greatly avoided.

Now, Mr. Editor, ] beg, in conclusion, to re-
mark that, while I repeat my former assertion,
that whether our claim for Denominational
Schools be wise or unwise, it will be the most
shameless tyranny, on the part oi those who hold
office on ultra liberai_principles, to refuse to ac-
ceed to our request ; for Cheistians have surely as
much zight to have their scruples regarded, as
have the non-religious, or the avowedly infidel.
—And let it not be forgotten, that the Church of

cngland in this Province made its formal, ununi.
mous, authoritative request for such Schools, on
the 2nd of Muy last ! Still, in these letters, [ rave
rather songht to convince Christians of all de-
nominatio.s, of the vust importance of the Con-
mon School question, as considered in the eflect
it must have upon the destiny of our children, not
only in this life, but _yet more fearfully in that
awiul Day when * God shall bring every work
into judgment, with every secret thing, whether
it be good or whether it be evil.” If I have
succeeded in arousing only a few of' those for
whom I have written, to the energy of holy and
determined action in this most vitally importaut
subject, I shall be well repaid.

Yours faithfully

)
]

l

Dioeese of Toronto.
3rd, Dec., 1852
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NOTICE.

Wednesday the 6th January, bemg the
fimt Wednosday in the month, the General
Maonthly Meeting of the Society will be held
(D.V.) at the Society’s Board Room, No. 8,
Wellington Buildings,

Taomas S, Kenseoy,

See. C S5, D. T,

!

g | to gather such counsol and guidance for the

Canadian THuvehman,

TORONTO VOCAL MUSIC SOCIETY.

Rorns—Sr. Lawngnce BuiLpings.

peasant surrounded? by the comparm.ive
quiet and seeunty of rural scenes—which .

Regular practice every Wednesday, at Bight P.M.— ' shiew less of maus skill than of God’sadorn- .

Terms of admission, Pertormin
Nouperforming 23s.
J. P.CLARKE, Mus. Brc. Conductor.
G. B. WYLLIE, Secreinry & Treasurer,
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THOUGHTS FOR THE NEW YEAR.

The death of the old year and the birth of ,
new supply us with one of those cool resting- |
places,—those refreshing desert-foantajng,—
i the weary aud eventiul pilgrimage of life,
where celestial wisdom takes her stand,
implering heedless mortals to pause in their
breathless race of wordliness ; to fork back
devoully on the past; and, from the pious.
review of all that bears the footprint of
Divine Providence or the dark stigma of sin,

future as may enable usto religiously improve

“ The sweat benefit of time,
Which clothes our age with angel-like perfection.

Scisons of religidus retirement and medita-
tion may be specially recommended, asinvi-
gorating tothe soul, to thuse who are exposed
10 the turmoil, the excitement, and the pecu-
liar temptatations of town life, What we sce
and hear, from day to day will not allow us
for vne moment to forget that a town life has
its pecnliar temptations ; but, at the preseut
tune, we are forcibly reminded of this by the
foolish and pernicious passion for private
theatricals which, to our earnestly exprossed
gtricf, has risen up amongst our lellow-citizens
—dcfended and nurtured, too, 1n a quarter
where the grave respousibilities of the edi-
torial office should have deterred, we con-
ceive, from the encouragement of whatin'
our julgment at least is a moral poison and
a public mischiel,

it is not recessary, we know, to collect
men in crowds in order to lure them to the
pursuit of folly, orto imbue themn with the ay- |
arice of gain.  Still experience abuudantly |
testifies that, when man encourages his |
brother man in revalry and dissipation ; or |
when man contends with his brother man, and !
the one sirive to thrust and to crush the other |
in the competition for riches or preferment, |
then the appetite becomes ardent, and the
temper is hikely to be soured, and the wise l
man feels that the best he cando in such a
position of peril is, to quit the world for a
while that he may, by intercourse with his ;
God, cool down the fevered passion and curb
the rising lust. Like the epidemics which
seize the body, the plague which takes hold
upon the soul, spieads with a coatagion pe-
culiarly baleful and rapid in the town. baty
aftor day the din ot the market and thé mart
ie in our ears ; day after day from a hundred
temples of Mammon the misty incense cir-
culatesthrough the heavy atinozpheie, which
darknes the evangelical light, paralyzes the
hand of charity, degrades the aspiring look of
men and fixes it upon the earthe>" It one
motive for visiting God’s House be, to escape,
for the Sabbath at least, from the world ; then

f

¢ Members 20s. peraunum; ‘

" questionably there are some who do not cou- |

recomuetl especially to the consideration

ing hand—makes it his duty to frequent with -

! habitual punctuality the House of God still
* greater need has the citizen to maintain this |

strict and regular attendance on Jahovah’s!
courts, placed as he is where the ways and |
works of man are o likely to shut out from
view the ways and works of God.

With the New Year are connected social

" pleasuers on which—so far as they are strictly -

tunocen! —weo should be sorry to frowm. We '
trust our reason may never be so disturbed
as to mistake a ey meal for an evangelical
spicit, or to lead us away—for a odel of
prety—from the Divine guest of Cana, to the
anchorite’s cell. We should be giad neve-
theless, to check the morbid appetite for
noise for fashion, for excitement. Un-

E
sider life tolerable without these stimulauts ;-
persons who would teel mdeseribably lonely
were it not forthe riot of wheels bencath thetr
windows, or the shoals of visitors applyiug
at their doors. Tosuch persons solitude aud

]
H

| quiet are absolutely dreary. They throw .

aside the Bible as a dry insipid, heavy book, |
and seek the only food their minds can relish
in the sickly sentimantalisin and trashy ;
levites of the lighter kinds of fiction. So far
are they from enjoying the retirement and '
the prayers of the closet, that the very'’
pleasures of their own fire-side are tame and |
tasteless to them ¢ and they hurry away in
quest of happiness where alone they profess
to find it ; in the theatre, the concert, or the
ball-room. A disposition this as fatal to
domestic comfuit asitis to eternal glory ; and
as roinous to real weight and dignity of
characier, as it is to the devotion inspired by
the Christians faith, and the graces which
adorn the Christians high vocation.
Still,=—though it cannot be disputed that
theatmosphere of a large commercial, or of a_
very ay place, is not congenial to religion,
we know that it is not destructive of it. A
town life, it is true, supplies facilities for
dissipation which are not tound in the coun-
try, and this is a circumstance which we

'

of the young who may be exposed to the pe-
culiar temptations of residence in town; yet
we need not to be ieminded that there may :
be piety as fervent and as pure in the crowded

street and jostling thiong, as where the
penitential sobs of the remote back woods-
man blend with the sighz of the forest trecs
as the wind sways them over his isolated
hut. Aud there is this consolation tvo to be
tak~n into account, that the greater our difli-
culties are,—the more vehemently Satan ex-
erts himselt ¢ to sift us as wheat,”’—the more |
illustrious will God’s grace shine forth which !
worketh in us to overcome temptation; the i
brighter, 100, will be our crown of glory ; the !
more spacious our mausion beyond the skies. |
If, to the end of our days, we should hate to i
struggle against evil in its worst shape, still

let us remember whose arm it is that wilt

never fail us, whilst we are true to ourselves ;

aund let us cheer ourselves in the moral strug{

gle, by tlunking of that hour when the trk
umph will surely be our own to all eternityl’

us? What though the din of reviling tongues

a few amateurs. No doubt Upper Canada
College will furnish many an efhcient addr-
tion to the choirs of our country churches,

which, to say the truth, are sadly in want of
them.
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ST. PAUL’S CHURCH GRAMMAR
SCHOOL.

The Christmas Examinations of this School

.commenced on Thuisday, the 16th instant,

and terminated on the following Saturday.—
We introduce a copy of the Prozramine with
which we have been furmished, whicit will
serve at once to exhibit the arrangements of
the oceasion, and to shew the thorouxh and
comprehensive character of the instruction
imparted in the school :

THURsDAY, lGth, December, 1852,
Moraing.
From 10, A. x. to 11,—Modern Geograph:- ;
Arnold’s Latin Prose Competition. ’
From 11 to 12,—Algebra and Arithmene
(Seuior boys.)
Arnold’s 1st and 2nd Latin Book (3 classes.)

Afiernoon.
Frons 12} to 2,—Examination for the Pr
given by the Lord Bishop of Toionto. _
Sussuct:—The English Reformation,
From 2 to 3,—Secoud Scripture Psize.
FRIDAY, 17th, December.

Morning.
—Virgil:

iZe

From 10 to 11
Familiar, .

From 11 to 12§ —Second History Prize (Greece,
England, and Ancient Geography): Xenophon :
Cicero; Euclid, Arunold’s Greek Book.

Afiernoon.
From 1 to 3,— Arithmetic (Junior Boys): First
History Piize, (Greece and Rome, Ancient Geo-
grapby and Antiquities): Latin Grammar : Latin

Science of Things

i Accidence: Greek Prose Composition.

SATORDAY, 18h, December.

Afteruoon.

From 12 to 3,—~Examination for the Prize
given by the Venerable the Archdeacon of York.
Subject : Gospel of St. John: i. ii. Sacred Geo-
grath: and Language of New Testament,

ecitations and Distribution of Prizes,

- The following'is the Prize List:

« - 3at Prize.

Given by His Lordship, the Bishop of Toronto.

———0O Brien, H.
2nd Prize. :

Given by the Venerable the Archdeacon of
York. (Ist Seripture Prize,)~——()’Brien, H.

3. Second Scripture Prize.~—Heuderson, E.

4. Extra. 0. Do,

5. Third Seripture Prize.——Wood, J.

6. First Class Prize. O'Biien, H.

7. Second Do, Do.-- —Henderson, E.
8. Third, Do. Do.——Brunekill, J.
9. Fourth, Do. Do.~——Wood, R.

10. First History Prize.——0’Brien, H.

11. Second History Prize, ~~—Henderson E,

12. Algebra Prize.——O’Brien H.

13. Modern Geography.———Henderson, J.

14. Arithmetic Prize.——Henderson, E.

15. Natural Science. Henderson, J.

16. Elocution, Henderson, J.

17. Conduct Prize.——Patterson, F. W, .

The Recitations, of which the following is
a list, were delivered by the boys with con-
siderable spirit and success. 1n the amusing
scene from Terence, the author’s humour
was very felicitously caught. On the recita-

Belvedere,”>—which was spoken by James

What though the voice of a city be against\'im of that exquisite poem,—¢the Apollo

encompass us, and the example of thousands
tempt us to forsake our faith? Let us think !
on the glory of receiving such praise as is ex-
gressed by the sublimest of our poets, whose
linded eye intcrcepted not one ray from the
bright visions of Heaven which shone upon
his mind :— :
* Servant of God | well done ! well hast thou
fought
The better fight, who singly bast maintaiced
Agaiost revolted maltitudes the cause
0? ‘Truth, ip word migbtier than they in arms.
And, for the iestimony of truth, hast borne
Universal reproach, far worse to hear
‘Than violence : for this was all thy care,
To stand approved in sight of God, though
worlds '
Judged thee perverse !”

et~ AR —

UPPER CANADA COLLEGE CONCERT.

how thronged ought our City Churches 1o bo,
not merely in sunshine, but in storm ! Men
who spend so much ef their time in asking |
the price of this and the price of that, m

discussing the prospeets of this speculation |
or the advantages of that investment, ought I
to crowd into the Sanctuary, on the Lord’s |
Day at all events, if at no other time, that ;
they may hear of thuse great and good things, ;
the faintest whisper of which, does not reach '
thdir ears amid the commnorce, the commo- !
tion, aud the ecalculation of the town. |
Assailed on overy side by the incessant surge |
of worldliness, the inhabitants of a city, con-

ecious of the extreme danger, shoull rash !

impetuously to the House of Gol, with some '
such fecling s as the guilty antidiluvian race '
must have oxperienced when from sum-, we may instance as one of its effects the for-
mit to summit of unavailing refuge the mation of the very etlicient choir of St.

shrieking sinners fled betore the pursuing
waters of the flood If the villuger or the

We make room for a few remarks n our
to-days publication, in order to express the:
gratitication and delight we experienced in
listening to the efforts,vocal and instrumental,
of the pukils of Upper Canada College. We
went on Monday eveuing the 20th to the St,
Lawrence Hall with the air of a martyr and
as a necessery duhv, but we may truly say
that a greater and more agreeable disap-
pointmeut could hardly have awaited us.—
The quality of the music. and the manner of
its execution were beyond al} praise, and the
greatest credit is due to Mr. Humphreys,. for
the wondeiful perfection unto which his pupils
have attained. We hail the introduction of
music as a part of the course of education
in U. C. Cullege, with much satisfaction;, and

George’s Church in this city, composed al-

Iﬂ%ﬂlapiu&........-.-........-..Hendel’wn, Jo
1 2 Appeal m beha

\Henderson with good taste, feeling, correct

nunciation, and great eare and propriety of
iesture, the awarding of the Elocution Prize
Yas manly decided.

RECITATIONS,

\ ) 1. Dialogue from Lucian,
Jpiter.ccceeecceeeiecensnssss Henderson,
Hircules..coovevveeranseseess.OBrien, H,

E.

If of the Swiss—Rev. 8. Smith. ..
O'Brien, H. i
3. Xene from the Phormio of Terance Cremes. :
Crebes.ovoverneiencnnn, ceteas Henderson, E.
Deidpto.coeeiecieersssaseess . Henderson, J.
PhotYiio. .o v rveeecnvvancseeees.O’Brien, H.
4. The Apollo Belvidere— Wilman.
' Henderson, J.
\' 5. The Classics.—Coleridge.
~ Heunderson, E.

6. ChoRys from the Marty1’s of Antioch—Milman, .
Hendergn, J.
l'i(?nde l.E............-.n....wood,N. .
Kennedp\J.....oooveneenoans. . Brunskill, Jo'

_Amomst the most ioteresting of the Exer-.: .
 cises wek the Examinations for the Bishop's,
the Arcleacon’s, and the First ‘History -
Prizes. Yhe School will be re-opened on-:
Tuesday fext, the 4th proximo. The Rev.
J. G. D. NeKenzie, we are glad to see, has -
been grealy benefitted by {i\is recent sea-
voyage, ur| feels his invigorated health, we
are happy \ say,tfully equal to the discharge '
hf his impdtant Juties.  Most cordially, for
the Church) sake as well as his own, do we -
wish him éry success.

, iouvocmor«. '
In our sixh page will be found the:dig-"

nified and deqly interesting address of Con=-

, most exclusively of College pupils, sided by

. 3 h
vocation to theTrown, for which we bespeak

| the special attation of our readers, It em-



