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IU'MURHUW'S FEAST, ;.

'INTERESTING FACTS CONCERNING
T CHRISTMAS.

«in BEV. A A LAMBING, LL.D., WRITES
NOST INSTRUCTIVELY IX THE ''AVE
NARIA" OX THE GREAT FEAST.

of the fela%u (;f;l the
ristian year are celebrated on
fﬁ’e precige day on which the
event they commemorate took
.piace. Those that are not celebrated on
. Bertai n days of the month, hut rather on
i days of the week, are divided
.certain dAY f S
into two groups. All those trom Beptu-
agesima Sunday to Trinity Sunday
have Easter as their common
centre; and Easter vares with
each succeeding year, within a
given cycle. The other group, which
axtends from the first Sundav of Advent
1othe Octaveof Epiphany, has Christmas
for its centre. It shall be the purpose of
the present article to treat of the feast
of Christmas, and _to answer, if possible,
a few of the questionsthat suggest them-
selves in connection _w1th it. .

I. The name of this beautiful feast is
composed of the words ¢ Arist and Mase,
and means the Mass of Christ—thc Mass
on Christmas day. We have a number
of examples of the union of two words
in this manner. In the time of the
cuilds and trades-unions it was custom-
arv for each separate organizatton, or
gr'oup of organizations, to have 1ts own
patron saint.  The members were re-
auired to hear Mass on the feast of the
patron; amd in time the enstom was
adopted of calling the Mass by.the name
of the saint.  We read, for example, of
Michaelmns, Martinmas, St. Johnsmas,
ete. The names Christmas nud Candle-
mus. being universal in the Church,
have not gone out of use in the lapse of
time,

1I. A more important inquiry is, In
what vear was Christ born? Authori-
ties are not at one on this point; on the
.contrary, the greatest diversity of opin-
ion exists. Two systems of chronology
are here to be taken into account : that
of the Bible, and that of the foundation
of the city of Rome—or year of the city,
45 was the common expression through
out the vast Roman Empire. The Bibli-
cal system of computation is twofold—
namely, the Hebrew orignal and the
septuagint, or Greek translation begun
at Alexandria in Egypt some twe hun-
Jred and eighty years before Christ.
Great diversity of opinion exists with
regard to the true Hebrew chronology.
Our common English translation of the
Bible fixes the birth of Christ in the
vear 4000, which is four years earlier
than the usual reckoning of the Chris
tian era, or A.D. This computation 1is
adopted by Pope Benedict XIV. in his
learned treatise on the feasts. Kitto, in
hig valuable work, says there are about
one hundred and forty different compu-
tations; a8 witness the following:—
Usher gives 4004 years; Playfair, 4007 ;
Hales, 5411; and Jackson, 5%26. These
ke into account both the Hebrew and
the Septuagint chronology. It may
safely Le said that the Hebrew text of
the Bible and the Septuagint made from
it furnish no perfect system of chron-
ology.

It was not the intention of the Holy
Spirit in inspiring the writera of the
several books of the Old Testament to
give a perfect system of chronology. but
only to record such portions of the his-
tory of the dealings of God with man uas
would be necessary for the purposes
which He had in view,—a subject which
1t does not enter into our purpose to
treat of. The Bible itself furnishes the
clearest evidence of this; for in examin-
ing the lists of patriarchs and kings, the
durations of whose lives or reigns are
atated, we find the omission of names at
various places. It is equally evident
from the fact that learned men who have
mude a careful study of the subject in
:almost every age have differed to the
extent of more than fourteen hundred
Years. The Roman Martyrology gives

the date of the birth of Christ as 5199.
The Jewish historian Josephus has also
& system of chronology differing
from all these referred to above. We
are forced to the conclusion that
1t 1s impossible to know with eertainty
what year of creation, or, if you prefer
1t, what year of the existence of man
upon earth, his Heaven-sent Redeemer
-igg:aared In the little town of Bethle-

We have next to consider the yea
‘the birth of Christ according yt% rtl?{;
Roman computation. At the time of
the birth of our Divine Redeemer the
Romans held sway over the greater part
of the known world, including the Jew-
1sh country, and estimated time from
thebuildingof their city. Father Didon
Jus made a careful study of the anthor-
“itles on this subject, and he sums them

Apin Appendix A. of his learned work
Jesus Christ : Our Saviour's Person, Mis.
sicn and Spirit.” 1 shall be content with
quoting from him, and referring the
Y ader for a fuller treatment of the sub-
J(\ctl to h’.! pnges, He 8AYS : “Ascythinn
monk, Dyonisius the Little, abbot of n
mmonastery at Rome, who died in the
year 556, placed the birth of Jesus in the
year 754 [rom the foundation of Rome
and the year 4714 of the Julian period.
“This date was universally accepted by
hristians up to the seventeenth century
and has determined that which hus been
<alled the * Vulgar era.’ .In.rolation to
the exact year of the birth of Jesus
scholars hesitate between the year 747
‘smd 751 from the foundation of Rome
For His entrance into public life they
hesitate between the vear 30 and 31.”
“our texts of Scripture enter into the
fixing of the date of His. birth: gt
Matthew, ii, 1; St. Luke, ii, 1; St
Matthew. ii, 2, 16 ; and St. Luke, iii 2.
wFuther Didon concludes :  An attentive
3tudy of these various data obliges us:io
fix the birth of Jesus after the ‘year 74
ﬂ:(} b;t‘ore the.year 761; for the census:
) mkéhe'-‘ could not at the earliest hnvo:
. Herod'nfie i
~760-751."
. -8rrive at- nothin
~and’ with it we-m
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thedate of the coming of the Redeemer

of mankind. Authoritiesare not agreed
as to whether or not our Saviour was
actually born on December 25, as tradi-
tion is not uniform. Clement of Alex-
andria_mentions the opinion ofsome who
place it on April 20, and others who
thought it took place on the 20th of May
while St. Epiphanius and Cassian state
that in Egypt Christ was believed to have
been born on January 6. Others again
would have it in October. An objection
was raised against December 25; be-
cause, it was maintained, that was the
wet geason in Judea,and shepherds could
not have kept their flock in the open air.
In the face of a constant tradition to the
contrary, however, this ebjection is not
worthy of notice.

The establishing of the feast of the
birth of Christ on the day on which it is
now celebrated is attributed by the
decretal letters to Pope Telesphorns,
who died in the vear 138. But the first
certain traces of 1t are found in the time
of the Emperor Commodus, who- ruled
from 180 to 192. In the fourth century,
on the application of St. Cyril of Jeru-
salem, Pope Julius I, who ruled the
Church trom 387 to 332, issued an order
for an investigation tobe made concern-
ing the day of Christ’s Nativity. The
result of the inguiry of the theologians
of the East and West was an agreement
on the 25th of De:ember. The chivl
grounds for the decision were the tables
of the censors in the archives of Bome,
While it is not certain that this is the
exact date. it hing been observed sinee
that time.  This is in harmony with the
remark of St. Chrysostom in one of his

sermons  in 38 where  he save:
‘It is not  ten vears sinee s
day was clearly known to us. hut

it has been familiar from the bheginning
to those who dwell in the West.._... The
Ronmnns, who have celebrated it tor a
long time, and from ancient tradition,
have transmitted the knowledue of it to
us.”

IV. The following remarks on the
present eondition of the snot where Christ
was born, taken from Father Vetromile's
“Travels in Europe and the Holy Land.”
will doubtiess be interesting to the read-
er at this time. $Speaking of the chureh
erected in Bethlehem over the spot where
our Divine Saviour was born—i deserip-
tion of which wounld oceupy tuo much
space.—he says:

* The main altar is dedicated to the
Wise Men of the East. On the pavement
at the foot of the altar there is  marble
star which corresponds with the point
of the heavens where the miraculous star
that led the Wise Men beenme stationary.
The spot where our Saviour was born 1s
exactly undernesth this marble star, in
the subter-anean Church of the Manger
The subterranean church...... is entered
by two spiral staircases of fifteen steps
esch ; one belonging to the Latius, the
other to the Armenians and Greeks. This
most sacred sanctuary is irregular, be-
cause it occupies the irregular site of
the stable. It is hewn out of the rcck.
and is a little over thirty-secven feetin
length, eleven broad, and nine high. The
tioor, the place where our Saviour was
born. and the site of the Manger, are
cased with beautiful marble, the work aof
St. Helena ; but the walls and ceiling
are covered with fine tapestry, now fall-
ing into rags ; and nobody dares to re-
pair or replace them, for fear of he jesl-
owusy of the schismatics. No light
penetrates from the outside; but th.
crypt is illuminated by the thirty-two
lamps, sent by different princes. which
burn day and night. The original en-
trance is walled up: at the farther ex-
tremity, on the east side. is the spot
where the Blessed Virgin brought forth
the Redecemer of the world.  The spot is
marked by a circle of marble, covered
with jagper ; and a circular plate of sil-
ver, surrounded by rays of the samc
material, around which are written the
following words :

HIC DE VIRGINE MARIA
JESUS CHRISTUS NATUS ExT.

‘Herc Jesus Christ was born of the
Virgin Mary.'.....A fine rich marble altar
is erected over the spot. which belongs
to the Greeks. About seven paces to the
south is the Manger. It isalow recess
excavated out of the rock, two steps low-
er than the crypt. The spot where the
Infant Jesus was laid upen straw is
marked by a block of marble hollowed
in the form of a manger, and raised one
foot above the floor. It belongs to the
Latins, but the altar is located two paces
opposite to the Manger, on the site where
the Blessed Virgin sat when presenting
tf‘l;e Child to be adored by the Wise
en.”

V. It was formeriy the custom in cer-
tain places to celebrate more than onc
Mass un some of the greater feasts of the
Church. The custom of celebrating
three Mnsses on Christmas Day survived,
and eame gradually into general use ; it
has a mystic signification, and denotes
the threcfold birth of Christ—His being
berotten of the Father before all ages,
His Dbirth in time of the Blessed Virgin
Mary, and His birth by grace in the
hesarts of the faithful. In Rome it was
the custom of the Popes to celebrate the
first Mass in the Church of St. Mary
Majur, or the Liberinn Basilica ; the
second in the Church of St. Anastasia,
whose feast falls on the same duy ; and
the third in the church of the Vatican.

This beautiful custom conld not have
come into existence until about the end
of the fourth century, becausc Pope
St. Liberius, after whom the Basilica is
sometimes named, died in the year 366.
Again, the first. Mass was celebrated nt
midnight, becanse it is certain from the
words of 8t. Luke (ii, 8) that Christ was
born in the night ; and it has always been
the pious belief of Christians that He
was born at midnight. The fact that
the second Mnes was celebrated in the
Church of St. Anastasia removes an ob-
jection that might occur to some per-
sons—that the feast was instituted before
the early part of the fourth century ; for
it is well known that no commemoration
of a saint is introduced into the Mass of
any of the great femsts. Anastasia is
sald to have belonged to one of the most

lace. before. the -year 747. ang |iMustrious families of Rome, and was
g Aol Al ‘martyred in the year 304, Her church

and:rom.if, L
,a.t‘ed% cember

was doubtless a place of specinl devotion
for the faithful; hence it wus selected for
the second Mass, and her commemora-
tion was intruduced to  honor ler
memory. Besides, the second Mass is
the least golemn of the three. Among
the greater feasts of the Church Christ-
mas occupies the third place; Easter
being tirst, and Pentecost second,

I shall nut pauseto speak of the many
social and other customs that have from
time immemeorial cireled around this
feast. The spirit of the srason, however
I3 admirably embodied in the following
lines. which may appropriately conclude
our study of the Christmas feast ;

" On Christimnas Eve the bells were rung
Gn Christmas Eve Uie Mass wis sunge -
That single uight, in all the vear,
Saw the stoled pricst the chalice rear.
Fhen opened wide the baron's hall
T vassal, tenant, sert and all.

Power fufd his rod of rule aside,

And Ceremony doifed his pride.

:I:hv heir with roses in his sluwes

Fhat nizht might village  partper
choose,

Al haalaed, with uneontrolled delighit

And gencral voiee, the happy ui(.;"nt'~

That tothe cottage as the erown

Brought tidings of Salvation down.

England was Merry England when

Ol Christmas brought  Lis sports
agatin,

Twas Christmas broached the mighti-
est ale,

“Twas  Christmas told the merriest

tale;
A Christmas cambol oft would cheer
A poor man’s heart through half the
vear.”

TOO WEAK T0 WALK.

FRIEXDS HAD GIVENTP HOPE OF
RECOVERY.

THE TRMBLE BEGAN WITH A COUGH WHICH

SETTLED  ON THE LUNGS—SUIRIECT TO
FAINTING sPELLS, AXD AT LAST FORCED
[o TAKE To BED—RESIORED BY DR, WIl.-
LIAMSY PINK PILLS WHEX ALL OTHER

MEDICINES HAD FAILED,

Frow L Empartinl, Tiguish, P.E.1.

AMr. Dominick P Chifusson, who lives
on the Harper Road, about two miles
frona the town of Tignish, PE.L, person-
allv took the trouble to bring hefore the
notice of the editor of LTmpartial, the

articalars of the cure of his danghter
in-Law, Mrs. A. D. Chiasson, throngh the
use of Dr. Williams' Pink Pills. The
case is certainly remarkable, and we
cannot do better than give it in Mr.
Chiasson’s own words ; My son's wile,”
said he, ““has been sick for some seven
years pust, but previous to that time
was & strong healthy person,  Just about
seven years ago she took a severe cold,
which attacked her lungs, and {rom that
titoe up to the beginning of the past
summer Lier health has been fechle, and
at times we despaired of saving herlife.
It was not her disposition to give up
carily, and on some ocensions while en
gneed in household work she would be
seized with a faintingspell, which would
leave her so weak that she would be con-
fined to her bed for several dave in a
scnii-unconseious state. More than once
we thought she was dying. There was a
continual feeling of numbness in her
limbs, and almost constant severe paing

KANRTRERN ANSTTRANCRE CO. .ot Halitax. N.R..
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Capital. 81,000.000

takean imitation or some other remedy
which a dealer, fur the suke of the extra
profit to himsell, may sy Is “just as
powl” Dro Williams™ ik Uills cure
when other medicines fail.
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Is the largest, best equipped, and most
thorough Commereial College in Can-

ada, Send for the Souvenir Praspectus

containing a description of the sub-
jeets taught, methods of individual
instruetion, and photographic views of
the departnzents in which the Theoret-
ical and Practical Courses are taught
by nine expert teachiers. The Stafl
has been re-organized and strengthiened
for the coming year by the addition of
three trained teachers with business
experience. .. Studies will be restimnd
on September 3rd.
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NOTICE.

NOTICE is hercby given that tho Montreal Ie-
land lelt Line Ruilway Compnny will make op-
plication to the Purlinment of Canada at the next
Session thereof for an Act to amend Aet 57-58

————

can Now Wulk to Church.

in her chest which were only eased by a
stooping position. Added to this she
was troubled with a hacking cough,
gsometimes so severe at night that she
did not obtain more than a few hours
sleep. About the end of- 1894 we had
given up all hopes of her recovery, and
neighbors were of the sume opinion.
She was reduced to almost a skeleton,
and could scarcely Lakeany nourishment,
She had grown so weak that she could
not walk across the bedroom floor with-
out help. We had often heard and read
of the great cures effected by Dr. Wil-
linms’ Pink Pille,and at this stage, when
all else had failed, I urged that they be
given a trinl, and procured a half dozen
boxes, After usingthem for akout three
weeks she conld walk across her bed-
room floor without aid, end from that
time on she continued improving in
health from day to day. She continued
taking the Pink Pills for about four
months, with the result that she is now
a healthy woman, and it is now no
trouble for her to walk to church, a dis-
tance of two miles, and the grateful

raises of hierself and friends will always
Ee given Dr. Williams’ Pink Pills.

The experience of years has proved
that there is absolutély no diseasedue to
a vitinted condition of the blood or ghat-
tered nerves, that Dr. William's Pink
Piils will not. promptly cure, and those
who .are -suffering = from sach troubles
would avoid much. misery and save
money ‘by promptly - resorting to - this

‘| Railway under andin virtue of said

Victoria, Chapter 83, to deftne and colarge its
honding powers, to_reduce and adjust its eapital
gtoek, to change the number of its Directors, to
ratify and confirm a decd bl agrecment between it
nnd the Chateauguay & Northern Railway Com-
pany, to extend the delays for the constraetion of
the rond. fo require lunds nnd construet nnd uve
works for the generating trunsmission and dist ribu
tion of electrie power or energy. to ratify and con-
firtm ormodify all contructs and agreeinents made
with the divers municipnlities of the Island of
Montreal and other plices respecting its line ot
i Actand of Act
5 Victoria, Chapter 70, of the Statutes of Quebec,
and for ather purposes.
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HOLLOWAY'S PILLS.
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This Great ITouschold Medicine
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neeessaries of Life.
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18 Searching and Healing properticaare
Lis known ghroughout the world for
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Swellings, Abacesees, Piles, Fistulas,
GOUT, KRHEUMATISM,
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been known to fail. TR
The Pillsand Ointment are manufasturedbnly. ..
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