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THEREFORE I WILL NOT BE NEGLIGENT TO PUT YOU ALWAYS IN REMEMBRANCE OF THESRE THINGS, THOUGH YE KXuw

THEM AND BE ESTABLISHED IN THE PRESENT TRUTH.—2 PETER, 1, 12,

~
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DAVID'S LAMENTATION OVER SAUL AND
JONATHAN.
. 2 Saduser, I.

Thy beauty, Isrnel,is fled,
Sunk to the dead.
How are the valiant fall'n! the slain
Thy mountains stain.
O! let it not in Gath be known;
Nor in the streets of Ascalon t

Lest that sad story should excite
Their dire delight:
Lest in the torrent of our woe
Their pleasure flow :
Lest their triumphant daughters ring
Their cymbals, and curs’d Peaans sing.

You hills of Gilhoa, never may
You offerings pay;
No morning dew, nor fruitful showers
Clothe you with flowers:
Saul and his arms, there made a spoil ;
As if untouch’d wnh sacred onl

The bow of noble J onathan
Great battles won :
His arrows on the mighty fed,
With slaugbter rod.
Saul never raised his arm in vain;
His sword still glutted with the slain.

How lovely ! O how pleasant ! when
They liv’d with men
Than eagles swifter; stronger far
‘Than lions are: )
Whom love in life so strongly tied,
The stroke of death could not divide.

Sad Israel's daughters, weep for Saul;
Lament his &ll: _
Who fed you with the earth’s increase,.
And crown'd with peace:
With robes of Tyrian purplo deck'd,
And gems which spnrklmg light reflect..

How are thy worthies by the sword
Of war devour'd |
O Jonathan, the better part
Of my torn heart!
Ths savage rocks have drunk thy blood:
My brother! O how kind! how good!

Thy love was great: O never more
To man man bore!
No woman, when most passionate,
Loved at that rate ! -
How are the mighty fall'n in fight!
They and their glory set in night!
G’eorge Sand), /s, ‘born 1577. died 1643

PUBLIC, THANKSGIVING.*

Psavyt cvir, 2.—Let them give thanks whom the Lord hath
redecemed, and delivered from the hand of the enemy.

Prone as we are, my Brethren, to rest our confidence, in the
day of trouble, upon our own * arm of flesh,” and to cling to
carthly dependencies in the periods of oue tribulation, there is
enough in this changeful and uncertain. world—more ! than
enough in the weakness and waywardness and cupncnousness of

man——rto make us see the folly of trusting to the best promises |-

of stability and succour which the things of tirme can offer. And
often, distresses so deep will arrive, and calomities so sore come
upon us, that we ace ready to throw away the shield of earthly
protection in which we had trusted, and go, in our feebleness
and nakedness, to the mighty God whose s{rength alone is suffi-
cient to support and preserve us.

“In my distress I cried unto the Lord,” says the Psalmist;
and what feeling can be more natural to the Christian, in his
manifold and peculiar trinls, than to go to the same cverlasting
refuge? And suppose, when earthly succour fails, and human
strength proves but a * broken reed,” and worldiy dependencies
have been shattered beneath us,—suppose that, when helpless
and forlorn and in despair, some unforeseen event, through the
Providence of (God, has arisen to brighten ovur prospects, re-awa-
ken our hopes, and bring security and peace ;—what, under
such circumstances, would be the natural feeling of the Chris-
tian, thus relieved and restored ? What to his soul would be
more congenial than a fervent response to the grateful spirit and
thankful language of the Psalmist, when he congratulated hir-
self upon a similar deliverance from overwhelming woes; “
will sing unto the Lord, as long as I live; I will sing praise to
my God, while I have my being.”

And if this be theconstraining sentiment of individuals, when
they discern, in some unforeseen and unhoped-for mercy, the
providential kindness of their God; can it be otherwise. than the
strong. and overpowering feeling of communities slso, when
they, in seasons of distress and . danger, have experlenced the
same merciful protection 1 Christians, upon these subjects, can-
not surcly feel less strongly or act less thankfully now, than the
pious have done in every age of the world!

‘When Noah, afier the waters of the flood had abated, emerged
from the ark wnh the remnants of & world destroyed'—-wheﬂ,
after being tossed to and fro for many.months upon the universal
walers, he was. permntted once more.to set his . foot upon the re-
covered land; what was his._ first feeling, and. his_first act 7—
There were, it istrue, n not many.| to unite with hnm in his oﬂ'enng

* A Sermon preached in ‘St Peteu Cburcb, Cobourz, on ﬂ”
morning of Tuesday, 6th Feb. 1838.

of praise, but tAey comprised every human being then in the world.
All, theiefore, joined in declaring their thankfulness to the God
who had preserved them, by * building an altar unto the Lord,
and offcring burnt offerings on the altar.?

On several occasions, we find Abraham testifying his sense of
the loving-kindness of that God who called him out from his na-
tiva country to be a wanderer in foreign lands, by building al-
tars to his honour, and offering sacrifices thereupon. In the plain
of Morch, in the mountain ot Bethel, at Mamre, at Beershebs,
the pious patriarch paid this public tesumony to the praise of
Him who had been his guide and protector:through all the wa-
nifold trials of his pilgrimage. Nor are we to suppose that these
were private or secret offerings, in which all those around him
did not participate ;—on the contrary, it is easy to believe that
he who gained the divine approbation for “commanding bis
children and his household to keep the way of the Lord, and to
dJo justice and judgment,” would cause the whole of that house-
hold to join with him in these thankful acknuwledgments to the
Father of mercies.

In the history of Juacob, we discover smular cvidences of the
same grateful and pious spirit. e, iog, c oflcn erected these me-
morials in testimony of the divine protection which had been
vouchsafed to him;—at that memorable era in his life, espe.
cially, when Esau laid aside his anger and received him with a
brother’s ardent welcome, Jucob forgat not the God through
whom this almost unhoped-for change hed been wrought, but in
the land of Shechem, whither he was then journeying, he * eroc-
ted an altar, and called it El-Elohe-Israel.”

In the latter days of Jacob, he and his progeny removed to the
land of Egypt, and in that country they suffered many years of
bondage and oppression. At length, after signs and wonders,
“with a high hand and an outstretched arm,” they were led
forth from Egypt; and being pursued to the borders of the Red
Sea, the waters miractlously opened a passage for them, and
they safely reached the further shore. Pharaoh and his host,
atiempting to follow them by the samo way, thus miraculously
formed, perished in the sea. Then it was that Moses, and all

the preserved of Israel, sang 1hat memorable song of thanksgiv-

ing which is given in the fifteenth chapter of Exodus:—they
had been signally delivered from their enemies, and with united
voices, in * psalms and hymns and spiritual songs,” they spent
their day of public thanksgiving.

If we pass cn to the time of David, we shall find that “ the
man sfter Giod’s own heart” was not forgetful of the same so-
lemn duty. Many were the vicissiludes, many the sorrows of

| David’e life; but when he had safely passed through that trial

—the sternest to a _parent’s heart— when the unnatural rebellion
of his son Absalom:was quelled; when he was safe again. upon
his throne, and peace was promised to his declining days, it is
‘recorded that * David spake unto the Lord, a song” of thanks-
giving, because that ¢ the Lord had delivered him out of the
hand of all his enemies.”—1In the course of this beautifal hymn,
he says, *“ I have pursued mine enemies and destroyed them.......
Thou hast delivered me from the strivings of my people.......It is
God that avengeth me, and that brmgeth down the pcople under
‘me, that bringeth me forth from mine enemies; thou also hast
lified me up on high above them that rose up against. me; thou
hast delivered me from the violent man, Therefore I will give
thanks unto thee, O Lord,.....and I will sing praises unto thy
Name.”

I have repeated these words, my Brethren, fiom a conviction
that they will find a response in your hearts to-day,~—called up-
on, as we are, to offer unto God thankful praises in a spirit and
in words to which those of Israel’s grateful king would be strictly
appropriate. Enough, I trust, has'been said to shew that it is
no novel duty which, on this. occasion, we are called upon to
pay; but that it has its'examples in the word. of God, sufficiont
to encourage us to its faithful performan?ec,—yes, -sufficient to
shame and humble us, if we should neglect to offer the same
thank?ul praises, when evidences of .God’s providential mercies
must be so fresh in every memory, and ought to be so fresh in
every heart, Here, indeed, the Psalmist’s words, Jusl repeated,
come home to. us .with peculiar force, as expressing precisely
the terms of gretitude which ought to acluate ourselves.

- In a period of profonnd peace, with nothing more at least to
interrupt its stiliness than those occasional mutterings of discon-
tent which, in this wicked world, ure.évor to be heard, even
amidst the fullest enjoyment of heaven’s blessings ;—yes, with-
ina few weeks ofter a grateful and rehgxous people ought to
have been loud in' their thankful acknowledgmeml to God for
the unmerited blessings of a bountiful harvest ;—at such a time,
did a few of those depraved individusls whom- Almlghty God,
for our just chastisement, permits to be tho bane of every coun-
try, plot the ruin of our happy msmutlom, and seck to plnco us
under a pohty and a domination ta-Wbich, both iwe and our fa-
thers were. elrangen. In that pri iteness and secrecy which
the wicked love, were those macbinations conmved and dark
and dreadful, as you well know, were the plans of rapine and
murder wblcb, in those unholy consultations, were relolved
upon, Suddenly, an’ armed company, headed by an atrocaous
leader, and reudy, 8s it would appear, for every deed of cruelty,
advance (o perpetrate their unhallowed schemes. * Under cover
of midnight darkness, they advance within a few miles of the
capital cily, resolved opon the expulaxon or destmctlon of its in-
habitants, upon rnﬂmg and burning their abodes, ¢ and plundenng
all of publicor of pnvate wealih that it contnmed., There—
;heso deeds of wanton cruelty perpetraled——thoy desngncd (o un-
Iorl alawless’ and polluted standard round which the dluﬂ’med
he plunderers, and the unpnncnpled !rom every qnn‘ter mlgm
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-devices to nought.
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rally ; expecting thus to ansure success——only a present succesy
—to their unhailowed devices, On the other hand, uot a note
of preparation is henrd: no suspicion is felt that there existed
within the bounds of & country which ought to be happy and
peaceful, the materials for so cruel and audacicus a conspiracy:
all, to the very momentof tho intended execcution of theso mur-~
dcrous plans, is sccurity and quict! But ** God careth for ue :"em
Fle baflled the machinations of the wicked, and brought their
W hen just about to exccute their foll design,
u leader, hardy and desperute, meets, by an uncommon event,
his death: an accident, such os ravely occurs in the whole course
of God’s mysterious dealings, deprives them of theiv Loldest
guide in this caceer of infumy und crucliy. On a sudden, then,
all are panic struck: os upon the hoss of the Syvians encamped.
before Samario, * the font of the Lord fell upon them ¥ trem-
Lling was in their sters, dejection in their countenances, ajarm:
in their hearts,—and they withdrew, They withdrew, no more
to renew an atiempt thus \vnnd.,rlullv frgstrated by the merciful:
interposition of a gracious God. And then it was that, startled
and awnkened to a full gense of the dtmgcr, the loyal and the.
brave flew to arma: and, asf to | D proye | that, in minutest instan-
ces, God was our helper, the wintiy sun'shone mildly, the wild:
winds were hushed, aud the angry wateis enlm; and at a period
when snows and ice usually impede tha navigation, the waters.
of our wide Inke were traversed in safety,—succours, in more.
than abundance, conveyed,~—every cnemy dispersed——rebellion
crushed in its bud—and tho internal quict of our land restored ! .

On subsequent events 1 do not desire to dwell; because, mony
thanks Lo our God, wo havo reason to hope thut the confusion of .
the times is over, and that no alarm for the future need reason-
ably be entertained. We scem to be * delivered from the hand |
of every enemy;”’ ond surely they “ whom the Lord hath, re. .
decmed” will not ba forgetful of him. Especinlly, when in all
theso events,—from the comniencement to whot wo may huppi-
ly regard us the close,—we cannot faii to discern a succession .
of providences. 'We ave told in ancred history, that ** the stars.
in their courses fought egnivst Sisera:"—we can take np tho spl- -
rit of that beautiful declaration, and most truly. soy that the sea-, .
son itself; the very elements,—in so propitiously aiding and sos
conding, as it wero, the canse of ordgr .and the lnws during the .
recent commotion,—" fought ogmnsl" thoss who sought to dis-
turb and overturn’ tlxem. And who is he, my Dratheen, that * ga-.
thereth the winds in his fists,”” nnd “ hath measured the woters
in the hollow of his hand 3" Who is it that hath ¢ gcudored the .
ice and tho hoary frost of heaven 7"'—Surely, if that Ommpolent
God who controls both * cold and heat, und summer and winter;”
who, in the cmphuuc ferms of Scnpluro, is the “l'uther of the
rain and the dew ;"—if Ho, during the late troubles, 80 dxrcctcd
the course of the natural world as most essentinlly. to promoto
the success of our cause, can we deny, or be cold and carcless in
offering, the tribute of gruteful praise which we ows. I:Ism'l

But we have, in other i important par'lcularn, wllnesscd the, i m-
terposition of bis kind Providence, und his slueldmg arm. I‘ow,
very few, during the Iate contest, have perished : the loss of hue .
man life, on the side at least of order and nulhonly, has becn
wonderfully—-we may almost say, mnraculonsly-:mullu lt l‘
true there are some mournful casunlties to be deplorod, --'canual- .
uea, disiressing in themsclves, which have wrung the voice of ..
lamentation from the widow and the orphan, and thrown a cloud .
of sadnass over many a domestic: circle. Apart from the lndl-
vidual lessons which, in these melancholy ovenla, arise lo thou
most uearly concerned,—who, we feel assured, in the beroaw- -
ments they have sustained, discern the corrccuons of a Fulher
who loves and pitics even while ho smites them ,-—wa, my
Brethren, sce enough even in the partinl miserics of such events .
to induce an carnest effort to prevent, and an ossiduous.prayer .
to God that ho would avert from tm; the rcpclmon of sugh calami-
ties,. 'Wao require to bo assured that lt s aomelhlng ‘than
the personal privation, t’unguo and lmdalnp whnch in such casu,
we are culled vpon 1o endurc ; more than lhoso gencul cﬂ'ccll bl’.
dlsorder, stognation of buamcse and pecumary, loss; '—-we m .
witness also the atemcst and gcverest calamuy of ulf in the dealh
of those whom the community pnzcl as well as mdiwduala love,
10 feol the elrongcsl motive for exerling evcry cnergy, and bemg
instant in every praycr, to presetve (ho peace and qu:et of our
land,

All trovbles and calamities, of whalsoever nalure,-—l ncod
hardly remind you—are ovidences of our heavenly Father’s dis-" -
pleasurc they are a proof that Ho has been offended by. our .

sins, our carelessncss, our negligence ;- and that correction from
bis hand is necessary 10 ensurc the humbling of our hearts and
the lmprovcment of our lives, ‘When, therefore, the day of this
chastisement is past; when the storns of heavenly ‘anger hath
gone by, and.left but faint and distant murmurings. of the tem-
pest from which we havoe éscaped;—it is right and ‘dutiful’to:
assemble logether, as.we have donc t¢-day, and “ pey our vow.” ¥
of gratitude in (he courts of his holy house. A 2

Bat, brethren, we must not mock. our hcavcnly Falber wilb
the mere scmblance of thankfu!neu,—-wuh yro{miom only of
our gratefol praise. 1t is not enovgh to call. upon him with the
voice of thanksgiving, or merely to tell with our lips the honour
and might und mercifulness which surround his holy throne. In
this Chmuan oﬂ'ermg our heam must hnve a share; in ,lbu
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be allied,—~let their mtensuy, their reahly be -bown Jin d}
versstion and in the life. O do not, lben, mock the. Al lgblyf o
Disposer of events with profeuione of ‘ihankfblness
followed by no change in your Liearts and no fmpmemem o your




