
iufe of'Shaik Dahek

too advanced for fuch enterpri;cs ; but'
Whe wec tecollcd, that in 3776, t-near
ninety, he (liii boldly rnountcd a fiery
heted, it is tvident wnsmuch younger
than that age generaily implies. S o bLId

.'icifur culdnot p.ds unnoticed.; 'his
lie îotçfaw, and .thereforc i antly dif-
pc:tctéd a Ietter Co the acia of aiec, re-
pr:(tntng t- him tha, the ofir wasen-
tirely.perfonal bctween him and the Aga,
and protefling tlit he was not leG the ve.
ry fubmiflive fubjecl of the Sultan, and
the P>achaî ; that h: would pay the tribute
of thc diftria hc now occupied, ~as had
been donc heretofore by . the Aga ; and.
svould undeltake bcfdes to- reitrain the
.Arabs, and do cvery thing in his powcç to
reflore this ruined country. T his iapplica.
tion, backcd by a few thouf;tand fequins,
pîoduced it% <ffed in the divans of Saide,
and Cunfiantinople : his reafons were ac.
knowledgcd juit, and ail lis demands
granted.

Not that the Porte vas the dupe of the
proteflations of D.her ; it is too mucl ac.
cuilomed to fuch proceedings to mi il ake
thein ; but it is'a~maxim with the Turks,
not to keep their vaffalt in too Lri& an
obedience'; they have long been convin.
,ced,' that were they .to miake war withi'all
rebel%, it would bc an cndlefs labour, and
occafÇon a vaft confumption of men and
money - without teckoning thc rifk offre.
quent dcfcta. and the confequent encou.
ragement to revoit. Their plan therefore,
is to be patient ; temporize ; and excite
the.neighbours, relations, and çhildren of
the revolt.rs againft thern ; and, fooner, or
later, the rebels, who uniforrtly follow the
fame ileps, fuffer the fame fate, and end by
cnriching the fultan witi their fpoils.

Dalier, on his part, well knew the real
value of this apparent friendfhip. ' Acre,
which he intended for his refidence, vas
deftitute of dcfence, and might cafily be
furprized, cither by fea or land ; he dcter-
rined therefore to fortify it. In the year
1750, under pretext of building hinfelf a
ioufe, ie ceIced; on the ncrthern angle
tovards the fea, a palace, which he pro-
vided with.cannon. He then buîlt feve.
rài rowers for the defence of the fort, and
enclofed the town by a wall, in which he
left only two gates. Thefe hy the Turks
were imiagincd very formidable* works,
thougli thcy would bc laughed at in"Eu.
rope. The palace of Daher, with its idfiy
and ilight walls, its narrow ditch, and an-
tique turrets, is incapable of the fialleft
refiftance : four field pieces would demo-
lifh,' in two difcharges, botli the walls and
th'e wretched cannon mounted on them, at
the heiglt of fifty'fcet. The wall of the
town was flijl more feeble ;. it has.ncilher

foffe nor rampart, and is not three feet
thick. 'rhrough al[ this part,of Atia;
baf'sîrns, lincs of defence, covered way.,
ramparts, and, in 'hort, every thing,rela- -
tive t6modcrn fortification, ae uttCerly un-
kn:>wn. A iingle rhirty gudi friatce would,,
wit hhut difficulty, bombard and lay in ru-
ins tle whole coaft : but, as this ignorance
i& conrn to both the aiTailants and de-
fcndiant, the balance remains equal.

After thce precautions, Daher occupi.
tA hinfelfin eeftc'ing fuci a reformation
in the country as ithould augment, his'
power. lThe Arabs of Saker, Muziana,.
and other ns:.;hbouring tribes,:haid caufed
a defertion of le peafatits, by their inroâds
and-devaflations: lit underook to> repel
them i and by altcrniately erploying
prayers and menaces, preent«s and arms,
he refored fecurity to the hufbandnan;
who might now fow his corrn, without fear
of fceing tle harvefi de!lroyed, or carried
off by robers ; the excellence of. the fil
attradcd cuhtivators, but the ccrtainty of
fccurity, that bl<eñng fo-precious ta thofe
who have lived-in a itate -of continu-
ai alarni, was a Ril flrapgcr inducemenc.
The faimie of Daler fpread through Syria
and Mahometan and Chriflin farmers,
evcey where defpoiled and'harratTed, toik
refuge, in great numbers. with a prince
undcr whorn they were fure to find both'
civil and 'religious toleration. A colony
of Gre::k enigrated from Cyprus, ,n>o%
nerly defoiated, by the oppreffions of the
governor, the infurrecions they produced;
and the cruclty, with which Kior Pacha
expiated fuch offences..* To thefe- Dahte
affigned a fpot cf ground, under the wals
of TceéWhich theydaid out into gardens.
The Europeans, who found a'ready fat
for'their merchandize, formed numerou'
fettlements ; 'the lands we,-re :cleared, the
w%'atcrs drained, the air became purer,' and
thecountry at onceflubrious and pleafant.

To frengthen hinfelf ftill more; Daher
renewed his alliances wiith the great tribes
of'the defert, among whom lie had difpo_
fed of his children in marriage. t This poô-
licy had feveral advantages ; for, in them,
he fecured an inviolable afylum, in cafe of
accidents ; by this means, alfo, he:keptin
check the Pacha of Damafcus, and procu-
red excellent horfes, of vhich hie was'ai.
wamyspatronately fond. Hecourted,there:
fore, the Shaiks of Anazi, of 'Sardia .and
Saker. Tien, for the firft timewere feeh
in Acre, tirofe little dry and parched mèn;
unufu2l even tothe Syrians. He furnifh..
cd them with armis and cloathing and
the dcfert, alto, for the firi time, ..bàheld
men in clofe dreffes, and armed with mu(.

·kets and piflols, infeaid of bows and
match-Iock guns.
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