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}Vhi)c young, a man following with the hand hoe as in the case Qf
indian Corn.  As soon as possible thereafter the one horse subsoil
Ploagh should be passed twice between each contiguons pair of
fows, going up alongside one row and down by the other. This

Operation should be repeated at least once in the course of the
Season,

In about cight or ten days after sowing (uunless rains intervene)
the plauts will become visible.  The Sorgho is a very slow grower
inits earlier stages, and for this rcason will be very apt to discour-
age persons experimenting with it for the first time. In about a
month, however, it will begin to shoot upwards with great rapidity,
throwing out suckers which should be removed when the plants are
about eighteen inches high, and developing long and gracetul droop-
Ing leaves at each of the internodes on alternate sides of the stalks.
About the middle of September the panicle, or sced-head, will be
formed, and in about a month or five weecks thereafter, the crop will
have reaclied inaturity, as indicated by the color and hardness of the
secds, olready adverted to.  Neither leaves nor sceds should be re-
moved from the stalks until ripe. Frosts do not appear to affect
injuriously the yield of sugar, but rather the reverse ; but warm

ndian Summer weather coming after frost has a very marked inju-
rious cffect, both as respects quantity and quality. Consequently
the period of cutting may be deferred until the middle of October,
the usual period of lndian Summer, or it may take place at any con-
Venient seasou between the time of ripening and the reaction of the
weather, should any occur. 1 mention this to shew that a little lat-
itude may be allowed in the time of cutting in order to suit the con-
venience of individuals in regard to the subsequent process, but it
should be borne in mind that there is & culminating point in the de-
velopment of the sugar which experience alone candetermine.  But
even if it should be inconvenient to procced with extraction of the
Juice immediately after the plants reach maturity, they may, ¢f fully
ripe, be cut and housed or stacked in the field for a cousiderable time
without sustaining any damage, provided rainy weather does not
engue.  Gn no account should the crop, if destined either for the
Production of sugar or syrup, be cut down before it is perfectly ripe,
hor should the juice be extracted until the subsequent processes can

e carried on continuously and without delay, as in either case fex-

mentation will immediately cnsue, and the crop will be utterly
Tuined.

HARVESTING.

‘When the proper time arrives the leaves are first stripped as far
a3 the joints extend, the secd-heads, with from ecighteer inches to
two fect of the top of the stalks, arc then detached, and finally, the
tanes are cut off cloge to the roots with a corn-cutter, a large cax-
Ving knife, or small sharp hatchet ; then cut each cane into two
Parts, separating the ecight lower juints from the upper ones, which

Vor. V.—B.



