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THIE ROYAL QUIXOTE.
BY MRS. MOODIE.

CHAPTER 1.

P1or ol, h-r c hoice ivhat hcart can doubt,

of tflts iwith love or throntâs without !

MDýoLPHtTS, King of Sweden, termlinated
ly wars with Denmark and Poland gloflously

18col0trY. and returned ta Stockholrn, crowned

l4hllc ,s and justly proud of tIc militai-y faM4è

111ite "roed lyrnied al' thc rapid conqnests
i4aî Mahere stripling had gained, over his pocre-

eeeidtary enemies, predieted fromf his fortunate
b Se i lite, tIc brilliant carcer which in aftcr

C,5 of him the epithet of thc Great King of
L4n Pcrhaps, this title was neyer more justly
Z OW'd flan on this amiable prince,, who was as
1ý. kekable for lis clemeney, as for those splendid

Protai4r W~ents, lvhich rendered him an objeet of

I&M e14amrto to surrounding nations. lus
qn prÙng fromn an insatiable love of glory,

densire ta be rankcd with those Mikhty
UPQ"'~o's ivhosc names had opcrated Uike a spel

'4h l.h Iindcj of men ; and over the records of

tro greatne5 5 , his younS Iemrt lad caughtth
qiel Ofmartial cnthumiasm, and bis spirit ac-

4 t', ah-t cnterprising fane, and fearlessness of
tit "-'icî formed at aIl ties a striking trait inCharaite

e>P nY presented a wific field for his ambitious
he o8. Thc states ivere dissmtisfied *ith

%4 rperor, the cautiôus, eold hemrted Férdi-

,Niee* and ail tIc petty principalities at open
-gI-tj cih ach other.

11%lga hene f frIest importance than that af
t4 b .1to mihtyempire, ivas fioating through

Of thec yaung monarel. Thc intcrest of
Id "0 ~t'y was at stake, m nd le was daily' urged i

% ' 'I taser tchoose a royal consort, and se-

"m. let0l*Y lie lad gained over bis enemiés by
on OPOWverful alliance with one of Uic iseigh-

S~tates. (

blr~ue 'Of owning flic most gencraus abdi ex-
Pft5ion for the softer sex, Uic SîvcdiIh mo-

Q With'saVercign contempt those royal
t he ried without any prcviouas frncwlédgc

N"e Onend wha ne-ver ffeheld ech

IJj'il th'e e sMr and wlfe and he en-t
4f *rI eltbusiastlc hope of wbnndng lsidognilto, I

*t~ i Sani0te high'borýn icnaie, who *ôuld 5
h4 dbr for tIc virtues anld tàlents he pas-
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sessoed, than for thc crown hie had to ofcr-and he
detersnined that in a choice which s0 nearly con-
ccrned his domestic happincss, lie ivould choose for
himself.

A few days afler bis coronation,' which w-as per-
formed with great pomp at Upsal, tlic chancellor
Oxcnstiern, his fdithful friend and steady adviset,-

placed bef'ore him thfe portraits of several of the
Most beautWrul princesses in Gerînany, and strenu-

ously advlsed'hiîn to consider the wclfare of his

country, and yield to the wlshes of the pècple, by

ehoosing frorn amoihg themn a royal bride.

The king cxamincd the pictures witli a critical

eye, and for some minutes returned no answer to

the grave clianccllor's exhortation. Most of the

portraits wcrc handsomc, and two of them, emi-

nently beautiful ; but Gustavus objccted ta, themn

ail-one was too dark, anorther too fair-one had no

expression, was a perfect idiot, and the counté

nance of a third ivas proud and ili tcmpered.-

Such a womnan would infringe on lis prerogatives

and expeet to wear his crown. The worthy chan-

cellor, who -had not expeeted to, find his youthfti

master so fastidýius, listened f0, his rcmarks; ifhne

small degree of impatience, and as lie saw no ne-

cessity for those virtues and talents in a queen,

whieh the kingS so mue 1 desired, he eut short thse

nionarch'5 cloquent harangue on thc perfections lie

required in a ivife, by gravely asodring him-tbàt as Lt

was impossible to discover thec mental endownienfs

of the fair candidates for royalty, lie would -save

liimself mucli unnecessary anxiety, by thoÉing the

lady whose counteninte best pleased him," and who

%vas Most likcly to, brln- hini an heir f0 the ërown.

"Your majesty is not quite such a dcspotic mnd,

powerful prince as Ahastieras, of ivbom we rei

n holy writ," continued thc cèhancellor; "eyou cari-

iot pass a deere, that ait these fair yôung virgins

should be broug-ht before you, that you miglit choms

from anaong them a second Esther. li Io useless to,

,onsult thc lieart ini alliances of this nàtàS r; a good

mnd wise monarch should always sacrifice Ise pti-

rate feelings for tlie welfare of his people.1"

ceIf my private houre were ren'dered miserâbk by

Lomestie strife," returned. the king, haitIty rislng,

Lnd ýpujhing thc portraits front hixe I "it would des-

roy ail my cnergy with regard ta, pfflic ifaiti. if

cannôt dlaim the sâime privilege, *Idch erl.a7--

ant I my realm enjoys, 1 *111 renmin dinglis et

deBut your majeÉtyPs iitlfffàtifbs ie t vÎü1i


