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CHAPTER Y.

< F f.
or ol ihe choice what heart can doubt,
lents swith love or thrones without !

Uy . 8
hiy ea:}v“s A’“B"D.l.m-ms, King of Sweden, terminated
tor is cy Wars with Denmark and Poland glofiously
wity " Ountry ; and retarned to Stockholm, crowned
he . Ccess, and justly proud of the military famé
. 90 nobly earned.
i awoﬂd: astonished at the rapid conquests
W b, f’t’el‘e stripling had gained, over his power-
fagt, ; nl ary enemies, predicted from his fortunate
¥e life, the brilliant coreer which in after
s"’ed’ won fop him the epithet of the Great King of
Perhaps, this title was never more justly

Men.
W

n “'k:blzhan on.this amisble prince, who was as
’lifary tal for his clemency, as for those splendid
(°?rm; tng F"t?, which rendered him an object off
‘m’biﬁon. admiration to surrounding nations. His
&, 5Préng from an jnsatiable love of glory,
top rm desirc to be ranked with those mighty
Upop o TS Whose names had operated lLike a spell
Whoy :mmds of men ; and over the records of
frag ol;vﬁtness, his young heart had caught the
Wireg, ¢ °f martial enthusiasm, and his spirit ac-
:: r,.w;:,c;merl’ﬁﬁ"g tonf, and fearlessness of
s charaéter formed et all times a striking trait in
y .

‘kﬁul:;:ny Presented & wille field for his ambitious
o n:’ns. The states were dissatisfied Wwith
g " Peror, the cautious, cold hearted Ferdi-
"‘*&nce. *.lnd all the petty principalities at open

Byt 2 With each other.
m’j!xga .s: heme.or far les¢ importance than that of
;}: brajy :.')a. mighty empire, was floating through
by Couny, the young monarch. The interest of
by n n.y Was at stake,-and he was daily urged
:“’e v}mers to choose a royal consort, and se-
'; ing tory he had gained over his enemies by
Fing Powerful alliance with one of the neigh-

Cy States,
‘h&l e]of Owning the most generous _ahd’ex-
‘ 'iew:n for the softer sex, the Swedish mo-
Qme p;r:"l'med without any previous ¥nowlédge
M‘P unm“'e' concerned, who never beheld each
M‘m they met as man and wife j and he en-
"Wy, CNthusiastic hope of winning ineognito,
hiy, i of some high'born female, who i}quld
Ore for the virtues and tilents he pos-
41

d with sovereign contempt those royal®

MOODIE.

sessed, than for the crown he had to offer—and he
determined that in a choice which so nearly con-
cerned his domestic happiness, he would choose for
himself.

A few days after his coronation, which was per-
formed with great pomp at Upsal, the chancellor
Oxenstiern, his faithful friend and steady adviser,
placed before bim the portraits of several of the
most beautiful princesses in Germany, and strenu-
ously advised him to consider the welfare of his
country, and yicld to the wishes of the péople, by
choosing from among them a royal bride.

The king examined the pictures with a critical
eye, and for some minutes returned no answer to
the grave chanccllor’s exhortation. Most of the
portraits werc handsome, and two of them, emi-
nently beautiful ; but Gustavus objected to them
all—one was too dark, another too fair—one had no
expression, was & perfect idiot, and the counté
pance of a third was proud and ill tempered.—

{ Such a woman would infringe on his prerogatives

and expeet to wear his crown. The worthy chan-
cellor, who -had not expected to find his youthful
master so fastidious, listened to his remarks with no
small degree of impatience, and as he saw o ne-
cessity ifor those virtues and talents iq a queen,
which the king so much desired, he cut short the
monarch’s eloquent harangue on the perfections he
required in a wife, by gravely assdring him—that asit
was impossible to discover the mental endowments
of the fair candidutes for royalty, he would'save
himself much unnecessary anxiety, by ¢hoosing the
lady whose counteninte best pleased him ,"a_n_R who
was most likely to bring him an heir to the crown.
¢ Your majesty is not quite such a despotic and’
powerful prince as Ahasueras, of whom we read’
in holy writ,” continued the ¢hanceilor ; “ you can-
not pass & decree, that all these fair young virgins
should be brought before you, that you might chouse
from among them & second Esther. It is useless to
consult the heart in alliances of this natare ; a good
and wise monarch should always sdcrifice his pri-
vate feelings for the wellare of his pebple.”
¢If my private hours were rendered miserdble by
domestic strife,” returned the king, hastity rising,
and pushing the portraits from him ; *it would des-
troy all my energy with regartl to public effairs. I
1 cannot claim the same privilege, wlich every -péa-
sant in my realm enjoys, 1 will remain single £ i
<« But your majesty’s inelinations are at viriknée



