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HARDENING PLASTER.

The following process is noted from
France for hardening plaster, so that it
may be used as floonng, as wood aud
tiles are at present. About six parts of
good quality plaster are intimately mixed
with one part of fieshly-slacked white
hine finely sifted. This nusture is then
laid down as qwickly as possible, care be-
ing taken that the trowel 1s not used on it
for too long a ume,  The fioor should then
be allowed 10 become very dry, and after-
wards be thoroughly saturated with sul-
phate of iron or zinc—the iron giving the
strongest suiface, the resistance to break
ing being twenty times the strength of
ordinary plaster. With suiphate of zinc
the floor remains white, but when the iron
15 used it becomes the color of rustedron ,
but if hnseed o1l, boiled with hitharge, be
applied to the surface, it becomes a beauti-
ful mahogany color. Especially is tlus
the case if a coat of copal varmsh be
added.—Invention.

> —
A NEW STATION.

It is said that arrangements are being
perfected to build a magnificent passenger
station in Chicago, on the land between
States street and Pacific avenue, and
south from Polk sireet. The roads inter-
ested in the project are those now enter-
ing Dearborn station, including the Grand
Trunk,

The death is announced of M. W. M
Briggs, plumber, Montreal.

AQUARIUM CEMENT.

How to ccment the glass sides in
an absolutely waterproof manner is,
to many, an unsolved problem. Most
of the recipes given, although of
easy application by manufacturers, are
by no means available to amateuts, The
latter may be glad to know that twenty
five parts of gutta percha, carefully melted,
seventy five parts of yround pumice stone,
and 100 parts of burgundy piteh, all mixed
and melted together, foym the best known
cement for the purpose. A little deftness
in applying (after the fashion of putting
glass in an owdinary window frame) is
necessary ; but once properly in place, it
forms a leak-defying cement.

THE OLDEST STEAM PUMPIRG
ENGINE.

The oldest engine in the world is in the
possession of the Birmingham Canal
Navigation in England, and was con-
structed by Bolion & Watt in the year
1777, the order being entered in the firm’s
books in that year as a single-acting
beam engine, with chains at each end of
a wood beam, and having the steam
cylinder thirty-two inches in diameter,
with a stroke of eight feet, and erected at
the canal company’s pumping station at
Rolf street, Smethwick. During the
present year this remarkable old engine,
wiich has been regularly at work from
the time of its erection to the current
year—a pesiod of, say, 120 years—was
removed 1o the canal company’s station

CHARLES HUGHES

- DMlton West,0nt.

All Kinds of Municipal Work

CURBING, CROSSING, CHANNELLING, FLAGGING, ETC.

Rough Heavy Lime.stone for Breakwater Cribbing, Ete.
Credit Valley Grey Dimension, any size, Sills, Steps, Coursing, Bridge Blocks, Bngine Beds.
— Estimates Given for All Kinds of Cut Work —

JOSSON GEMEN

.. Manufactured at.,
NIEL oy RUPELL

Is the Highest Grade Artificial Portland Cement and the Best for High

Class Work.

Has been used largely for Government and Municipal Works,

TO BE HAD FROM ALL CANADIAN DEALERS

C. 1. de Sola, Manager in Canada ;; 180 St. James Strest, MONTREAL

For Artificial Stone Puvements, Roofing Gravel,
Concrete, Etc.

USE “GRUSHED QUARTZITE”

LAURENTIAN SAND & GRAVEL CO.

Telephone 2491,

MONTRERL

13 St. John Street.

Write for Prices dellvered In your town.

7o Municipal Authorities, Engineers and Others

Owing to the excellent reputation which our *“STAR ™ Brand of Portland Cement has acquired,
and which trade mark is protected by government registration at Otiawa, foreign manufacturers have been sending
cements into Canada under the name of ** Star,” which we believe to e inferior in quality, weight per barrel, etc.,
to our goods ; hence, to ensure the use of the genuine article, we respectfully suggest that in framing specifica.
tions you be careful to see that RATHBUN'S ** STAR” BRAND is specified and used, We guamntee it.

THE RATHBUN COMPANY

- DESERONTO, ONT.

at Qcker Hill, Tipton, there to be re-
erccted and preserved as a relic ot what
can be done by good management when
dealing with machinery of undoubted
quality. It is worthy of note that the
Birmingbam Canal Navigauon (avored
Bolton & Watt in 1777 with the order for
this engine, and in 18y8, or 120 years
afterwards, the company have entrusted
the same firm, James Watt & Co., Soho,
Smethwick, with the manufacture of therr
modern, triple expansion, vertical engines,
to be eiected at the Walsall pumping
station, having 240 horse-power and a
pumping capacity of 12,713,600 pallons
per day.

PLEASED WITH THE HAND-BOOK.

Messrs. W. J. McDowall & Son, West-
meath, Ont.,, wnte. * We aie :n receipt
of the Contractors’ Hand-Book ordered
from you, and are highly pleased with it

ENGINEERS

WILLIS CHIPMAN

B. A, Se. (McGil),
Mem, Can, Noc. C. E.

Mem, Am. So¢. C.E; M.Am. W.IW.Ass'n.

Civil == Sanmitary Engineer
TORONTO

WM. NEWMAN, C.E.

A. M. Can. Soc. C. E., M. Am. W, Wks. Assn,
CITY ENGINEER OF WINDSOR.

Civil and Sanitary Engineer

Waterwarks, Sewerage, Drainage, Pavements, &c.

Fleming Block - WINDSOR, ONT.

RODERICK J. PARKE

Consulting Electrical Engineer

MUNICIPAL ELBCTRICAL LIGHTING
COMMEBRCIAL POWER INSTALLATIONS

Isolated Electrical Lighting and Power Plants for
Manufactories, Estimates, Specifications, Advice
on Tenders, Valuating.

310 Temple Building -

VAUGHAN M, ROBERTS
Civil and Sanitary Engineer

Waterworks, Sewers, Blectric Light,

. « .« BElectric Railways, . . .
Plans and Specifica-
tions prepared.—Work ’ S';‘a %%‘df;:;;;:bs

Superintended

TORONTO, CANADA

E. A, WALLBERG, C.E,

BRIDGE ENGINEER

Rell Telcphone nDBuilding, MONITRFAL
Bridges, Buildings, Foundations, Plans,

Speaifications, Superintendence and Expert
Reports on existing structures . . .

DAVIS & VAN BUSKIRK

Graduates Roya) Military College of Canada,

CiVIL ENGINEERS
SPECIALTY: Municipal Enginccrin;i, including
Drainage, Sewerage, Sewage Dispesal, Water.
works, Roadways and Bridges.

W. F. Van Buskirk, A.M. Can. Soc. C.E., Stratford.
Wm. Mahlon Davis, M. Can, Soe, C. E., {Voodstock.

Advertise in the CONTRACT RECORD.

MUNICIPAL DEBENTURES

wanted for foreign clients. We can place Debentures di-
~ect with foreign clients without charge to municipalities.

Commission allowed to persons introducing new business

EMILIUS JARVIS & CO. siataiBriimten. Tavemestareats, 40 King 5t West, TORONTO

ELECTRIC RAILWAY BONDGS PURCHAGEN.

6TOCK EXCHANGE ORUDERG PROMPTYLY EXECUTED




