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I wish I could present this queer city—
capital of the state of Neuvo Leon—to your
mind’s eye as it really is1 But we can judge
of things only by comparison, you know—
and an there is nothing elss like it any.
where dlse in the world, I fear that my pen
oan convey but an imperfect ides. It is
atrange that so little is known of Mexico—
aoountry whose authentic history dates
back eight hundred yesrs, which was old
and weary before that lusty infant, the
United States, was born, and which had
poets aud painters, art schools and conserv.
atories of mmaic more than three centuries
ago! We have 0o end of information upon
8yria, Hindostan, the source of the Nile—
but this Lotus Land lying atoar doors has
been a veritable terra incognita, till within
the last half-dosen yeara,  Until the rail.
roads have receatly begun to lessen the dif.
ficulties and dangers of travel, it wasalmost
impossible for the most ventursome tourist
to viait more than its ancient ocapital, and
thefow unimportant ports which are all
its enormous water-live can bosst. Not
enly waa there no means of getting abous,
exoopt by leg or donkey transit, with here
sad there a robber-infested atage line over

‘the worst roads it is pomible to conceive—
but the language offered & no less formid.
able barrier than the strange habits and
customs of a totally different race; not to
mention the inceasant revolutions which for
two hundred years rendered human life of
little value. But, although the outer world
kpew little and cared less about Mexico,—
this unkzown land of the Monterumas has
20 “pent-up Utics,” 30 far as {ts own know-
Isdge of other countries is conoerned.

THX “GILDED YoUTH"

of Mexico are generally educated abroad, in
the universitics of France, Spain or Ger-
many, to a degree which Anglo-Saxons sel.
dom attain—especially in the languages,
all Latin people being natural lingwmists;
aad education is not considered complete
until it has embraced extessive travel.

Unlike other countries, there is no middle
olacs in Mexico—only the rich and oducat-
od, and the poor and densely ignorant, the
former class, though in an infinitesimal
minority as to anmbers, rules the swarming
serf population with an iron hand.

The wealtby and cultured Mexican, re.
preseaiing ceaturies of refinement and good
breedisig, js & most charming creature—but
resecved, proud and suspicious to a degree,
Every trace of the home-life of the higher
class is religionsly hidden from the public
gaze; and it iv’as impomible for & stranger
%0 penetrate this reserve in a spirit of idle
curiosity, a& to gain admission to a Turkish
harem.

The Mexiosns have other reasons than
their pride, however, for extrcme ressrve
toward focalguers, and especially~I regret
to aid—toward Americans. Perhaps it is
the case with all countries that the men and
women who drift over the border age gener-
ally the scum of society—thefailures,cranks,
and'dissppointed ones, if not those whose
actaal misdeeds have exiled them for their
country’s good, The arrogant and aggres.
aive

B0OXS OF TNCLX SAMURL

have beea proverbial for their abuse of hoa.
pitality, ever since the days whken King
Philip saved the Puritan Fathers from atary-
athon, apd was repald by fire and sword,

Mexioans are by nature extremely hospit-
able, but again and agein has their generos-
ity been abused, their trust betrayed by
forcigners whom they have received into
thoic homes, till they have beca forced to
tho wise determination to adinit none un-
less vouched tor beyond question. It iy not
surprising, therefore,that this feeling of dis.
trust has grown to undue proportions, and
Al —

1o Adam’s fall
Wo slaned all—*

the innocent are forced to suffer for the sins
of the guilty. Should I undertake to tell
you, over 20 delicately, the dolngs of some
Americany (of both sexes) fn this city,
our good editor would refuss to print, and
you to read, the recital,

Having once gained the confidence of
Moxican aristocrats, and the entree to their
homes, one finds'them delightful friends—
social, sympathetic and generous to a fault.
But one must always remember to allow »
wide margin for the

EXTRAVAGANT GALLANTRY
of Southern races, and the exuberant polite-
ness which says far more than it means.
Forexample, whea you visit a family for
{ho first time, vour bost is sure to my (in
musioal Cezialian, which loses its fine ahades
of meaning when translated to our colder
tongue)—My house is yours—I am your
guost—ali here is at your disposal;” you
arenot expected totakemy lord at his word,
howerer, but must have some equally polite
reply at your tongue's end. Frequently, on
being introduced toa atranger, he says im.
prensively,over the prolonged hand-shake at
parting—“Remember that your Aowse is
number-—, street 30-and-s0,” givingyon his
own address. But you are by no means ex-
pected to move over to *number ——,” and
the chanoes are (if youaze aman) thatahounld
you take advantage of hisinvitation tomake
a friendly call, you would be received by
the master of the bouse with every expres-
sion of courtesy, but never permitted one
glimpee of the female members of hisfamily.
If you chance to express admination for a
Mexican's horse, his watch, the garment he
wears—anything but his wife or daughter—
he immediately says,
“TAKER IT, IT IS YOURS,”

and the situation is sometimes very embar.
raming. But when—throngh mutual friends
or by nare good fortune—you become
pomessed of their confidence, they love to
wine and dine you and load you with gifts
—always, however, expectingan equal re-
tarn. And then they will pet and coddle
you to an unprecedented extent, and open
their hearts 50 entirely that you may read
the innermost socrets of Mexican character
like an open book. Axd vastly interssting
reading it is—but be careful that the fur is
never ‘‘smoothed the wrong way!” The
sharpest of claws are hidden under that
velvet exterior, and those same manners
cover depths of passion, pride, anger, jeal
ousy, revenge past all sounding—as cruel
and relenticss as tho grave.

The streets of Mexican cities aro azexact-
ly alike a3 20 many peas in a pod—-oneatory
houses of plastered adobe, with Sat roofs
atretching in unbroken rows from end to
end, theaide of cach house forming a par.
tition for thenext. The outside frouts—
which are often as smooth and beautiful as
polished marble, ave generally inlald aky.
blae, pale yellow or strawberry pink, with
painted patterns at top and bottom,like our
inaide ¢‘dado” decorations ;-while othera are
painted in striped, plaided, or figured pat-
terns, precisely like printed calico. The
rosds are the worst in the world, paved
with aherp, irregular stones pilsd in pell-
mall. The side-walks being thus all “ape

the same helght, and the effect of fntermin-
able lines of flat roofs so “‘out of plumb”
would drive a Yankee mason crasy, But
however much
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may run o decorated adobe, they have no
fanoy for painted wood-work, Each house
has but one outer door, an enormous ,one
which serves also as gate to the ocourt, the
corral and the garden, It opens in the cen-
tor, both ways, like that of a bayn—but is
generally such a very shabby door that a
Northern farmer would soorn it for hissta-
ble. Sometimes—especially in the ancient
houses of interior towns—the doors are elab-
orately carved, but are always guiltleas of
paint or varnish, They are necessarily
very wide, because serving alike for the
ingress of guests and donkeys, carts and
carrisges. Think of a losd of hay, driving
in at your front door, oh fastidious houss-
wives of the North, or

A TRAIX OF DONKEYS
Iaden with sacks of charcoall If the fam.
ily possesses a carriage, it is kept jost in-
side thia great, barn-like door, and on en-
tering, one is obliged to pick his way over
the sharp stones and around a ocurions con-
glomeration of articles which, in Northern
{deas, are leastexpectedinthe ¢‘front hall.”
If pater familias be & merchant, & tailor, a
shoemaker, or engaged inany sort of trade,
his business oconpies the atreet aide of the
cass, and his family the rear.  Or in those
comparatively rare instances where tho
house is two-storicd, the family invarlably
live above, and *‘the business” occupies the
ground floor. In those faw Mexican cities
where two storied houses are general, it is
considered in good form for the wealthieat
‘people to live above, and to rent the de-
spised first-floor to the meanest artisans or
tradesmen, reserving only enough of it to
stable ther horses.

The windows also are immieuse, reaching
from floor to ceiling, always with heavy
iron or wooden bars before them, and un.
painted barn-door like shutters inside. Out-
side of the few great cities, such modemn
frivolity as window-glass is seldom indulged
in, except in the brand new houses of up.
start “‘vencerioge.” The walls being of
great thickness, the adobe window-ledges
form desp, commodious recesses, wherein
the mistress of the manse and her daughters
are wont to squatin the cool of the day.
Pardon the inslegant word,expressive of sit-
ting on one’s hesls—I use it advisedly, for
chairs are considerod a luxury as superfin-
ous, almost, as window-glass,

As you may imagine, all this looks
gloomy and desolate enough when viewed
from without, and one can only guess at
bloom and verdure and human happiness
within these 30lid walls, by the broad-
banans and giant fig-trees that tower above
the house tops, the acent of roses and
orange-flowers in the air, and
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of dark-eyed senoritas imprisioned behind
the bars. Desplte the forbldding aspect of
the antranoe, a Mexican interior is most
deliglitful, each cass havicg a wide, aquate,
unnroofed-court in its centre, with its fruits
and flowers and murmuring fountain, Allithe
rooms open into it, and under the bright-
hued awnings of its surrounding corridors,
the family aip their morning oofiee and
evening chooolate, and Joiter awuy many
hours of the day.

‘Wo took a long drive Into the country
this morning—and oh ! for the peacll of &
Naat, to make you ses the queer scenes en
voute! Formiles we were overshad.awed
by the giant Sierra de la Sills (Saddle

Aountain) & peak of the Sierca Madres,

and downa” no two houses are sver exactly)which stands guard over this quaint old

city, while the bare, hot fields on the
of the high road are dotfed with tho «
atalk, palm-thatched huts of the Mesi
poor. There are uot many large trees
this part of the Republlo, and fow of
kind fnside the woll-irrigatod haciend
(Ianded estates) excopt palms and Spany
daggers. Tho moadows bear no grass wory
mentioning, but grow an endlcas varietyy)
cactus and wild-flowers, Tho waysides i
lined with a luxuriant growth of flowerid
bushes, planted for hedges, over which wi
clumatis climbs in rank profusion, miw
with purple heliotrope, agoratum, migun
etls, nasturlimy, and other foral favorits
which require careful cultivation in
colder olimate. There aro no fonces in Ma
ioo, but .

VINE-DRAPED WALLS OF DRY ADOLE,
upon which ¢‘the insidious tooth of time
makes small impression. Each littlo hut-]
which hasonly mother earth for a floor,ani
neither beadstead, stove, chair por tab
among i? tlfur‘nilhing, is] hedg;:d ‘(\l‘itn
maguey (the ‘‘cent ant,’”) and eet
the midst of roses an nl:)u iticent oleanduy
in perpetual bloom; while a few fruithl
bananas also shade his humble roof, and a
ﬁﬁ:tree spreads is protecting branches on
ail. These jacals (pronouncedhock-als) ki
the outakirts of every Mexican city, Thef
are huts which a reapectable jackal woald
disdain to enter, too low to permit a grom

rson to stand upright, and certainly mt
rge enough to “iwing a cat”in. The
have never any windows, and scldom any.
thing in the shape of adoor. Sometimesa
old blanket partially cooceals thoinmatey
from the public gaze, and anoa a board, ors
fow branches of chapperal affords them a
slight scnse of privacv,if notof security,

BESIDEY THE HUMANS,

{which are always numerouns) tho low-clw
Bexican reckons among his immediate fen.
ily an astonishing number of dogs,and in-
variably tho poorer he is, the greater the
number ; while if he is tho proud posscaxe
of a tew pig, goats or denkeys, these beasts
range tho premises at will—being rather
accorded the posts of honor, as theso foar-
footed inmates are of greater valuo tha
wives and babies who cost nothing.
The happy proprietor of this Home,
Sweet Home,” nover drcams of such a thi:
a3 suatching up a littlo of the unoccupd
land lying all around him and planting thers
ina few potatoesand cabbages. Why shockd
he humble himself ! Tortillas (cakes male
of pounded corn. mixed with water) and /rt-
Jjoles (red beans) sait him well enough fx
food—and for five cents ho can buy enozd
to feed his wholo family an entireday. I
there aro any unreasonabls Oliver Twish
in the household who clamor for more— §
why there is the nover-failing fig-trec, and
an occaslonal banans, whilo endless gatlic
and Chili-pepper grows wild in tho hedges
If he is rich enongh to own a goat, his wile
makoes a tiny cheesonowandthen (somcth:_ﬂ
like Switzer kase, and not to be eaten ¢
you can amell it a milo); and he can imagioe
no greator delicacy thav that curdicd goa's
milir mixcd with his garlic and beans
What more conld a well-regulated Meziaz

desire ? FaANNIE BrIGHAM WAED.
TROPICAL TRIPS,
3, “UP.COUNTRY” IN CEYLON.-}
(Continued )

BY  ALDATROSS,"’ TORONTO.

In crop-timo the lines of a Ceylon cofiee &
plantor are not castin pleasant places. The
rain pours incessantly, and the plantermu |
be out of doors from day-break, or sxa-
after, till night-fall, for if ho bonot dodgici §
about from ono gang of pickers to another,
the coolies will akip bushes on which arebst
fow berries in order to get at thoso whitt
are heavlly laden, for they aro paid by the}
smount picked, a good gathercr being able !
to pick two bushels a day, at sixpences
bushol. Each coolie is allotted a lios of,
coffee-bushes to pick, and from this line bt
or she must not atray, Tho pickers carrys 3
small bag at their walst—and this sack b
about all the clothing a good many of thez

wear l—which they fill, and as {st a3 It 8




