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Fort Wlilliaii-Duriing iast January, February, Mlarch an-d
April, Fort Wý,illiam, Ont., exper.inced one of the most severe
cpdiemics of typhoid fever. Dividing the period from January
15th to April 25th into wveeks, one finds, that the number of
cases reported per wveck was as foliows,-eeven, eleven, seven-
teen, fif teen, seveýnty-fou*r, one hundred and sixty-one, one hund-
red and twelve, sixty-nine, tbirty-twvo, fift.een, twenty, one, five
and four. So it is seen to have been sudden in onset and to
have subsided as quickly as it began. Arranged in chart forrn,
this record makes avery interesting picture.

Whien first reaizinaý that we were experiencing an epidemic,
the first question of coùrse wvas-What is the cause? And as
is usuai, the great source of infection was found to be the water
suppiy, whiwh was being contaminated in two ways, directly
and indirectiy.

The water supply wvas then taken from the l<aministiquia
river at a point about midwýNay between the twvo extremnities
of the town, which is situated right along the river bankýs. And
into the river above the intake pipe drained a sewer, called the
Ford street sewer. This sewer then was the main source of
direct contamination, for three typhoid houses were discharging
their excretions into the sewer, in the early part of January.

A second direct source xvas the hoc ouse itself whiich
contained typhoid cases and the excretions fromn these- were
got rîd of through a box drain which xvas discharging quite *
close to the intake pipe.

The third direct source came from a coal dock settiemnent,
about one mile above the intake pipe. From this settlement
two cases were taken early in January.

lndirectly, the water supply was polluted by surface drainage
f rom ramn and snow.

These then were the flrst and. most important causes ofi
the epidemic; but tlie study of conditions showed the ýspread
and continuance of the disease to be in a large meâsure due to
contact cases. As there existed, a lack of iso1jation fptins
improper care of excretaý and bcd linen, and, lastiy, an omission
of disinfection of the hands of people nursing the sick.

A study of the record cases reported will show- that thé
epidemic -arose quickly and was assuming aiarming proporti-ons,
when -the population of about 8,000 people is considered. And
it wvas realized by thos-e in authority that drastLic measures
mniist be enforced to cont rol. the epidernic. And again a study
of the figures shows how etfectual were these measures.

Thee were undertaken by the Board of heaith, which
systematically piacarded ail houses containing typhoid patients
sent out notices of instr-uction to ail houses and 'sent particular


