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cost of disposing of tlie sewage does flot invoive
more than a rate Of 3d. in the potind on the rate-
able value of Croydon, the %vhole of wvhiclî goes to
pa>' interest and purchase mnoncy for the land.
TPhis payment will extend over a periocl of less
than fort), years, wlhen the corporation wvilI be ab-
solLite owvners of a large, v'aluable, and unincumi-
bered frc-ehold estate.

Aithoughi the farm wvas working under difficul-
tics on the clay of the visit, owi;ng to the excess of
stormi-watcr, nothing iii the sliape of a nuisance
ivas perceptible anywhere, and the effluent water
wvas sufflciently purified to be by no inians ant un-
wvelconîe addition to. the River Wandle. It would
no doubt be an improvement if mi-ore of the se'vage
carriers wvere concreted, and if a larger portion of
the farni wvas underdrained, so as to insure the
more efficient filtration of the sc'vage through the
land, but wve are aNvare of the financial stumiblin-
biocks wvhich beset every sew'age-fatrii comimittee,
and can certainly congratulate the corporation on
the success which lias attended their efforts.

:Xfter the conclusion of the repast Dr. Alfred
Carpenter, after paying a tribute to the usefulness
of the work perforined by sanitary inspectors and
to the value of their Association, said that it seemied.
to hini that if townrs îvould more generally adopt
sew'age-faraiiingy as a means of disposing of ai-d uti-
lizing their sewagc, the necessity for aflotments to
prevent the agricultural laborer and bis fumily
fromi- drifting into the large towns, where he too
often hielps to swvell the large mass of needy and
indigent populations there existing, would be ob-
viated. Owvng to the enormous crops grown on
sewage farns, the amount of labor required wvas
far in excess of that required on an ordinarY fairmi
of the sanie size. Work, and remnunerative work,
wvas griven to a large numnber of lîands, and food-
milk, mîîeat, and vegetables-wcre produced in
large quantities wvliclî becanie available for the
town 'opulations, and tended to keep down the
prices of tliese necessities of life. Tfli benefits
derivcd front sewvage-fa-,riiing were not only local
l)enefits but tlîey were national benefits. Any
otiier systein of disposai of sewage but that of irri-
gation on land with tic production of crops 'vas
ivaste. The NMetropolitan Board of Works were nowv
engaged iii carrying out a lîuge systen-i of waste.

Tlîe sewage -of London wvas to be clarifled by
cheinical precipitation at immense cost to the rate-

payers. Tfli precipit-lted sludge Nvouldi be taken.
out iii steanîships to be.tlirown into the sea, whlîst
the~ clarificd but still impjure effluent 'vould be, ajs
nowv, turned into tlîe Thamnes to its contiiîued de-
filernent. Tiiere wvas land,~ suit.able for irrigation i
the neiglîbourlîood of London ; but the Metropoli-
tan Board of WVorks preferred to adopt a systcmn
wlîiclî, if pcrlîaps less costly for tlîe mîonment, "'oulci
beforc nîany years place tlîc nietropolis iii a dlliin;-
mîa conîpareci %ith wliich its present situation %voul
be an enviable one.

Mvr. Alderman Grundy, chairnian of tlîc ]3ed-
dlington Farni Conînittee, gave soniîe statistics as
to the wvorking and cost of thîe sewage farmi, wvlich
hiave been already enîboclied iii this matter.

D)r. H-. G. Tlîompson, a niember of thc Croy-
don Tý1own Counicil, said tlîat ten or twvelve- ycars
ago Croydon wvas iii a niost insanitary condition.
Typhoid fever was ver), lrevalent, amîd wvas often at
thiat tinie spoken of as Croydon fever. Simîce that
timîe ver), great imîprovements have been cffected,
more especiaily since Croydon becamne a corporate
town five years ago. AltIhotgh Croydon hiad a,
pop)ulation of 96,000, it w~as not yet included
iîongst tlîe t\weity-eiglit large towns of tlîc Regis-
trar-Geiîeral, but it hiad lîad for a number of ycars
a lower gen *cral deatlî-rate tlian tlîat of the lealth-
iest of the twventy-eight large towns-B iton or
Portsnmouth, for instance. The death-ratc of
Croydon for 1884 'vas 16-4 per 1,o0o, for 1885
16-8 per i,000, for 1885 145 per i,ooo, for 1887
14-7 per i,ooo. The deatlî-rate of Bcddington, in
close proxinîiity to the seivage farmî, wvas lowver even
than that of Croydon. H-e wvas aware tlîat
lie (Dr. Tlîom-pson) and Dr. Carpenter did not
agrce about notification 0f infectious disease, ex-
cept in s0 far as tlîat sorne forin of notification wva-s
essential, but lic lîad found tie system of dual no-
tification in force in Croydon to îvork wvell in prac-
tice, and to be free froi tle -objections urged
against it. Tlîey hiad now ini Croydon, beýides the
sewvage farn, the waterworks and the public bath5
- -ail belonging to tlîe Corporation-and if tey lîad
a liospital for infectious. diseases, they wvouldhave
attained a most enviable pitclî of corporate excel-
lence.

Dr. Alfred Carpenter in rcply to a vote of
thanik-s proposed by Mr. Alexander, Chiairnian of
Couincil of the Association of Sanitary Inspectors-,
said tlîat itlhad given limi the greatest pleasmure t-o


