
CLINICS FOR DISEASES OF THE SKIN .

not so common with us as it is on the continent of Europe, al-
thougli it must be rapidly increasing with us too. This is one of
the most sinister prices we pay for increasing population and
nereasing commerce, increasing cost of living, and its attendant
postponement of the age of marriage.

Another observable feature is the nunber of lupus patients,
and the hopeless tone assumed when speaking of the treatment
of this disease. When I would mention how few cases of lupus
we have in California, "Remain happy in their absence,"
vould be the invariable answer.

As regards the treatrnent of syphilis, mercury still holds the
first place, and one could see by the blhe marks on the patients'
skin that in elinie after clinie the inunetion method was the
favorite. It was so mnuch the favorite in fact that it was seldom
mentioned, althoughi many other ways of introducing memcury
were adverted to. Good wine needs no bush, and mereurial rub-
bings speak for themnselves. Some men were using intramuscular
injections of salicylate of nercury, which undoubtedly are good,
and soine the bichloride of mercury, wvhich is also excellent. One
man apologized for not enmploying inunctions, saying that one
of his assistants was desirous of trying a new preparation mnucli
advertised as an intramuscular injection, but which left a fine
trail of the mercurial stomatites behind it One iman vas using
the sozoiodolate of mercury.

During mny journey I heard much of atoxyl as a remedy for
syphilis, but saw very little of it used. One man said he used
it if lie found nercury to disagree. After using atoxyl for a
time lie would drop it and recur to the use of mercury, which
he would not expect to agree. To get decided antisyplilitie
effects from atoxyl, however, it has to be pushed to its physiologie
limit, and there is danger that the patient may becomie tem-
porarily blind. There is no occasion for insisting on the gravity
of sueh a situation, as a perambulating case immediately becomes
a hospital case. It is no wonder that many are entirely opposed
to enploying this drug against syphilis. Max Joseph, for in-
stance, did -not alone advise atoxyl as an antiluetie remedy,
but warned his hearers nost emphatically against its use.


