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A CHAM\-PI)N OF SCECTICISM.

Undaîiiited by the titie, wve read ini the Acadia A//nwaczuis
an article lieaded IlSoine Episteiiiological Observations," and
we nust say that %\e cannot accept tlie theories therein put
forward. Th2le very hieadiing seenus to uis flot ini keeping with
the toule of the arguments, for ini that philosophv whiclh
deniles the possibi lity of our hiaviîg- ainv knowledge a dlis-
culssion of tie origin of knowledge ixuust inean a discussion of
the origin of notîing, ; and w~e liardlv suppose anv one %voul(l
select sucb a subject, to show thant

He Nv'as ili logic a great critie
Profounidlv skilled iii aialvtic.",

Vihinstruments apparcntly borrom'cd froxîx Ba-lfour lie
drawvs between kn-iow'ledgye and belief a Elle o! deniarcation
wvhich clearly does not follow philosophiec cleavage ; and lie
Stri\.Cs to iniakec us certain of the wisdlonî of universa-l doubt.
He would have lis sceptics iii specullatioîî, though11 not iii
practice, Il inasnîucii as liot knowledge but belief is requiredl
as thie -round of our activitv.11 "CThat," lie continues, 'Il niaN
be stinuflated to dig for gold ini any place it is iiot necessary
thiat 1 knlow thiere is golcl there ; but only at the mniost thiat I
believe it; likewise that 1 inav love and serve God it is ixot
recjuired thiat wve knlow He exists, but 0111v t1lat we livit
and act accordilv."

'\7Iieuce coules the belief tliat promupts oie to dig for gold?
()lie does nlot conie into the world wif.h a store of ready-inzade
1)eliefs. Bielief is not o! Spouitaemns gencrationl. Belief is
îlot an iuucalused cause of activitv. We believe therc is grold
iii a certainî place cithier b)ecaise-we' kliow thecre is gold the ire,
or because we lknow facts froin .,.,icli we reason there is go)Il

there; else N ..l -i ii .. al ieplace radier thali iin another?
H-e wmild be but a slave of credullitv, a fool o!r bis ulîeorvN
wimo, inoved bv a bliuid belief ili a thing of whiiclm Ile Imas imo

knowedgealloingfor the moment tîtat tîmere is ili thlis ino
coîîtradictioi-would seek for grold-wlicew? Nor Ilave w'e
'cet lieard of that, inissioulary whio wotild trv to save sol ot


