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Oniy indirectly bave tho nisalonaries
in rnerina liad to deal 'with the hcathen
as sucli. But they have. nevertheless,
had the happincss year by year of sec-
ing lîow God uses Ris churehes ns a
true inissionary agency for sprcading
theo iight, and for drawing mna away
from. thxe superstition and inipurity of
heathenlsm. Thse organized, churches
are stili the great instruments for ex-
tending Clxrist's k-ingdomn; and ail that
tends to strengtlien and develop churcli
life Ixastens on thse day when tisew'hiole
o! Madagascar wiili be iadeed a Chris-
tian land; and, on the other baud, nl
thiat tends to, break Up or to itinder
theïr work seenis tg us calculntedl te, re-
tard, at leat f or tise present, thse exten-
sion of Christ's kingdomn ia the island.

""Christian churches are to-day one
of the most prominetit and easily recog-
nized forces ini tise landi. Religion uo
longer baides ils liend in the depths of
tue forest or ini tise caves of tise earth,
but buildings set apart for worship aud
sehools erect their lxeads boldiy in tahe
most conspicuous positions. Ia and
around Antananarivo this fact forces It-
self upon tue notice of a traveller. Thse
four Stone inemorial churches of our
own Society, tise cathedral of St. Law-
rerice-belonging te tue Anglican Mis-
sioa-and tise great Roman Catholic
cathiedral are one and ail wcll-biiilt and
insposing structures. These and other
public edilices in thse capital tell their
own taie, whichi is aiso conflrnied by
the districts around. Any one standing
on taxe ]iihr parts of the clty xnay
count wieil-built village chapeis iy thse
dozen. Indecd, alniost evory village
around Antananarivo has its Protestant
place o! wiorsbip.

" Tese 'bouses of prayer,' as thîey
are called by theo natives, are on the
'whoie 'weil aLtended. The Hovas are a
religions people. Tise Sunday morning
is ushered ia by theo churcis-going bell,
and the streets o! theo capital are croird-
cd before and a! ber service tinte by hun-
dreds of neatly drcssed worshippers.
Evea casual visi tors are struck with thse
air of order and quiet that reigus on
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Sunday ini the «'gret Hova city;',an
in this gencral observance of the (lily cf
rest -we bave a elear indication o! tbe
hoid thxe Christian religion bas taken on
the people.

"If we enter ivith tiiese clIurc.dyinZ
crowdls we shall usunilY id good c-n.
gregations met for worshxp). Themna

l l bc seated on one side andi the
,women on the other. Thtis is the uri.
versai practice in Madagascar; ard j:
bias arisen, I think, not frein anv rule
laid down by zuissionaries, but fron ni.
tive feelings oi propriety.

«"«The vlsitor wi11 soon fmudj that the
Malagasy are a Ynusic-loving rmc. 1'Iuth
of the singing ia ieally excellent. 'ne
-voices are musical and the partsare wc.l
sustnined, thougli the style of lun -
Mnost popular, mauy of them, of DttjrC
Composition, does not aiways ennrD
iLseif to, our taste. Tue singers =Cupy
a prominent position near tne pulpit.
and are considereti by th"slvces &md
otbers as very important f unicionai
Occasionaily they cause trouble, as 1
understaud singers bave been known to
do la more advanced cominuniîm
Sorte time since I met n native pate
frora tue country, and on uwv LskiDz
1dm about the progress o! the coDgrt~.
gation in his vilinge, lie said : *'Oh,, e
are doing 'wcil now. Those Singtr,
cause US DO more trouIble ; WCe PUnLigc
thent for thecir insubordination bjyaW-1.
ing them standa witit heav«y stoncs upco
thieir hcads '-Daute's purgaorial put.-
ishuient for te crime of avarice

'« 3alagasy congrcgations, sud q*
ciaily Abntananarivo congregatins, ae
generafly vrcll beliaved, andi thepco$ek
listen vitli attention ani interest th e
sermons citlier of missionaries or o! Me
owa native nuinisters. Publispekk
is an art in 'wlich rnany excel, and tk
mnan Who lins the gif t of ulteiapit
and wcfl-cbiosen 'words exercises pK
influence for gooti.

««The strength of our Protestaisff-
vices is the suprerne place whic ii
given to tho rending and explanatàda
God's Word. llible-icacliing lam -
'ways held a lirominet place in0
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