
1888.] TE CHRISTIAN AND NON-CHRISTIAN RELIGIONS.

"In nîy youthi I had been accustomjed to hear ail non-Christian religions de-
scribed as ' inventions of the devii.1 And wvhen 1 begran investigating Hin-
duism and Buddhisni, sonie weIl-mneaning- Christian friends expressed their
surprise that I should wvaste my time by grubbing in the dirty gutters of hea-
thendom. After.a tile examination,lIfoun- Imany beautifulgems glittering
there; nay, I met witli briglit coruscations of true liglit flashin- here and
there ainid the surrounding darkness. Now, fair-ness in flghting one's op-
ponents is ingrained in every Englishman's nature, and, as I prosectutedl My
researcese into these non-Christian systemns, I began to foster a fancy that
they hiad bpe .unjiistly treatedl. I began to, observe and trace out curious
coincidences and comparisons with our own Sacred Book of the East. I be-
gan, in short, to be a believer in wlîat is called the evolution and growth of
reflgious thought. 'These iniperfect systemis,' I said to niyself, 6are cleariy
steps in thlf developmcent of nian*s religious instincts and aspirations-inter-
esting- efforts of the human niind struggling upwards towvards Christianity.
Nay, it is probable that they were ail] interided to iead up to the one true re-
ligion, artdc that Christianity is, af ter all, merely the <.imax, the comnplement,
the fulfilînienit of themn ail.'

,"No'v there is unquestionabiy a delightful fascination about such a theory,
and, whiat is more, thiere are really eleinents of truth in it. But I ain glad
of the opportiunity of stating publicly that I ai peiuadecd I was misled by
its attraetiveness, and that; its main idea is quite erroneous. The charmn and
danger of it, I think, lie in its apparent liberaiity, breadthi of view, and toier-
ation. In Tite Tintes of last October 14, you wvill find recorded a reniarkable
conversation betwveen a Lamia priest and a Christian traveler, in the course
of ivhiclî the Laia, say that 'Chiristians deseribe, thieir religion as the best
of ail religions; w1iereas, aniong the nine miles of conduct for the Buddhist,
tUcre is one that directs himi neyer either to tlrink or to say that his own re-
Jigion is the b est, considering thiat sincere inen of other religions are deeply
attached to theni.' No'v to express sympathy with this kind of liberality is
sure to win appiause amtong a certain ciass of thinkers in these days of uni-
versai toleration and religious f rce trade. *We niust not forget, too, that
our Bible tells us that Go d lias not lef t inîiseîf without, Nvitness, and that in
every nation nte tîmat, feareth God andworketh righiteousness is accepted witlh
iii. Yet 1 contend, notwvitlistanding, that flab)by, jelly-fisi kciad of toler-

ancc' is utterly incrnpatible witl. the nerve, fibre, anid baeckbone that oughit
to characterize ai ianly Chîristian. A Clitistiantis clraracter oitglit 10 be ex-
actly what, the Christian's Bible intepds 1V t> be. Takze that Sacred Book of
ours; handle reverently the wvhole volumiie; scarcli it througli and throughi,
fî'on the first elhapter to the iast, and miiark w'ell tUe spirit that pervades
the wvhole. You will flnd no linipness, no flabbiness about its utterances.
Es-on skeptics wlho dispute its divixîity are rcady to admit that it is a ther-
o)ughly nianly book. Vigor and iauiliood breatie in everýypacIe. 1V is down-
ward and straiglitforward, bold and fearless, rigid and uncompi'omlisilg. It
tells you and mie to be either hot or col. If God be god, serve liiiu. If
Bazal be God, serve hlmn. We cannot serve both. \%Ve caxnot love both.
Only one naine is given amon- nica wlicreby we miay be savcd. No other
naie, no othier Saviour, more suited to India, to Persia, to China, 10 Arabia,
is ever rnentioied-is ever hinted at.

"Whatl says tUe enthiusiastie student of the science ot religion, do yon seri-
ously men to swecp away as so muchi worthless wvaste paper ail these thirty
statcly volumes of Sacredl Books of thc East j ust published by the University
of Oxford?

lm.]


