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PASTORAL LETTER
Of the most Rex., the SArchbishop, and the Right
Reo , the Bishaps, of the Roman Catholic Church
tn the United States of America, assembled in
Provincial Council at Baltimore, in May, 1343,
o the Clergy and Laity of their charge.

Vengrable Brethren of the Clergy and DBloved
Brethren of the Laity : Grocr to uwon, and peuce
Jrom God wur Fullor, and our Lord Jesus Christ.
Encouraged by the assurance of our Divine Re-
deemer : “ Where there are two or threc gatber-
ed together in my name, there am Tin the midst
of them ;" we have assembled in cauncil, ac-
cording t> the most ancicn! practice -f the
Church, and having humbiy invoked the Holy
Ghost, we have deliberated on various matters ap-
perinining to the goad order of ecclesiasuical af-
fairs, and the advancement of piety. Before se-
parating, we feel impelled to address you, with a
view 1o umpart to you some spiriluai grace to
strengthen you, and stir you up by admonition to
Iabsur the more, that by good works you may
maoke sure yonr vocation and election. ~ We canl
add nothing o the deposit of revelation committed |
to the special guardianship of Peter aaud the
other apostles, and presevved in the Church of
God, whigh is the pillar and ground of the trlith;
nor dare we take away an iota from it: bud it isg
our duty to exhort you to stand fast in the faith, 1
and to beware, lest, being led away from the errar ’,
of the unwise, you fall from vour awn steadfast.
ness. Gad requires you to captivate every ua-
derstanding in obedience to CLiist, and not to be
wise more 1han it behoveth to be wise, but to be
wise to sobriety.  The pride of man is always
ready o revolt against the truth of God. Confi-
dence in the streneth of our intellectual facalties,
leads vus ‘o scan the depths of Leavenly oy sieries,
and investigate the wosks of God ; but Le that
3s a searcher of moajesty, shall be overwheimed
with glorr.  Tuc hemage of humble fzith i< re.
quired of us, when esidence is preseated of the
fact of divine revelating, and we must adore ail.
hat God reveais, however it surpass our compre- |
hension. Of all the errors that assail divine truth, |
the most dangetous, because the mast insidious,
is tiat which appears te respect it, whiis it halds'
it in question, as .. .t were inpoassinle ta aeseriain
it with certaanty.  J2were naworthy of God to
have made a revelation, and left it withnut such,
marks of ns onmin as would satisfy tie sincere’
inquirer, acting under disinc nfuence @ and stis
shsurd to suppese thal we cai Wil Linpsaity Te-|
jretany thing of which we have <videnee that!
Gad i< itsauthar. There s one Lord, one  faith,
ome baptism.  Without faith it is imposable to
please God. Bewasze, then, bicthren, of prefes-
ring 1 the least point the dictares of your erring
reason to the truth, wisdom and auth
Blest High.

faith whenever the divine honor,or the cdification
of your neighbour is in question, for * with the
heart we believe unto justice, but with the mouth
confession is made unto salvation.” Public wora
ship and private devotion must be regulated by
the revealed law of God, as declared by his
Church ; fur God must e worshiped in spint
and in truth. Youa should, therefore, never make
acts of religion mere matters of courtesy, wherein
the good pleasure of vour fellow-men might be
regarded rather than the sovereign will of God.
Itis on this account, and 1o avoid all participation
in error, that the Church commands her children
not to communicate in spiritual things with those
who are out of her fold. I+ has nevertheless
come to our knowledue that the consciences of
many independent situations are aggrieved by

Evexatious measures adapted to coerce them into

conformity, under the penalty of wanting bread,
and that in various psblic institutions attendance
at Protestant worsiup is in many instances exacted
of Catholics, notwithstanding the liberty of con-
science which is gnaranteed by the constitution
to all citizens.  We are aware that mere consix
deratinns of order have induced this customn, but
as’t is repugnant to the genius of our institutions,
as well as to the spirit of our religion, we trust
that the proper authorities, on respectful remon-
strance, will afford relief to afflicied contciences.

The transnussion of faith to their children was
a special abject of the solicitude of our fathers ;
for which they thought uv sacrifice too great. It
mustbe your carc, brethren, to _let the preeious
inheritance descend without dimuniton. Yoa
must, therefore, use all diligence that your chil-
dren beinstructed at an early age in the saving
truths of refigion, and be preserved from the con-
tagion of etror.  We have scen with serions
alarm, efforts made 1o pmson the fountains of
public education, by giving it a sectanian hoe,
and accustoming children to the vse of 2 version
of the Bible made under sectarian bias, and plac-
ing m their hands banks of varwas kinds replete
with effensive and  dangerous matter. This is
planly opposed to the f1ee genins of cur eivil in-
Atitet aas. We adionish patents of the awful
account they must give at the divine tribunal,
should their children, by thewr negiest or conniv-
ance, be imbued with false principles;and led
anay from the paths ot salvatian. Parents are
strctly bound, hixe fasthtal Abrakam,to teach their
chnldren tiie truths which Ged has revealed : and
Sty euffer them U be led astray, the souls of
the children wi'l be required at thesr hands.  Let
them, therefore, avail themselves of thewr natural
nights, guaranteed by the laws, and see that ne
intetference wnath the faith of their children bo
used an the pudlic schools, and nn altc.upl made
tonduce conformity i any thing cealsary 1o the

ity of the | laws of the Catholic Church.

We wouid have you, brethren, mosi condese

It is your duty to make publia profession of the [ cending in every thing thal principle and duty



