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The editor of THRCRITICis responsible for theviews exprossedin Editorial Notes and
Articles, and for such only ; but the editor i nut to Lo underatuod as endorsing tho senti
ments expressed in the articlos contributed to this Journal. Our roadors are capablo of
approving or disapproviug of Lny part of an articlo or contents of tho paper; and after
exerclsing due caro as to what is to appear in our columns, wo shatlloave tho rost to their
{ntelligent judgment.

EDITORIAL NOTES.
Tue Faxous Yacur Race.—Now that tho contest between tho Valliyrie
and tho Vigilant is over, thero is timo for a dispassicnate consideration of
the two yachts as typical of the ship-bmldisg of Groat Britain and tho
United S-ates. Tho Amorican buit boats are highter and swifter than tho
corresponding British built boats. Sinco tho carly days of wha'e-fishing
the American boat has outsamled the boats of all other nations. The
Nantucket wha'ers and tho ¢hips butit at Ba h, Me., wore both tho swiftest
of their kinds. The designers and bwildas on the Clyde can doubtless
produca moro geaworthy boats, but the advantage of speed 18 usually with
the American craft. Ancther pownt of note 1s that the Vigulant's crow was
mado up of Norsemen, who, noxt to our Provincial mon, ara estcomed tho
best of eailors, winlo the Valkyrie boasted only a British crow, so that
between the morits of the Vigilani as a swifl sailing yacht and tho merits
of her oxperionced crow, her success was assured. Another foaturo of the
aflair 18 thatin Great Britan yachting 1s metely a fashivnable pleasuro,
whilo 1n Amenca 1t 18 a busioess undertaking entered iuto wih the same
vigur which would accompany an olection campaign.

Tue Cast ofF J. V. Evuis,—Thero is rothing but general regrot
oxpressed among newspaper mon over tho arrest of Me John V. Lilis,
oditor of tho St. John Glube, whom the court has adjadged guity of cun-
tompt for 1ts authority. Tho case is by no means a new vhv, fur it has been
bofore tho public since March, 1637, whep, 1o an editunial agtic’s, Mr. Eliis
sttong y condemned tno activn of Judgo Tuck for prolubiting the recount
1 & Queon's County olection. Judge Tuck at once contoted a suit for cun-
tompt. aud for the past six ycars tho matter hias Leon dragged from coutt to
court, and the decision now given s that Mr. Lidis 18 tv pay a fine of 20C
and cos 8 and to bo wunprisuned 1o tho cuunty jau far thurty days. M.
k. ns' counset appealod for iwave to present the cass bofore tue Prvy Coua-
cil, but tins privilege tho coutt at wvhes refased, and Mi. Luis s nuw
nesrceratod 1o the Eredenctuu gul.  Vur sympitlues ate culiresy wath Jio
pusoner.  While thero ato many subjects vu waich wo are Lol agreed,
wo yet consider him ot of tho ab.est of vue Provincial writors, and it has
beon a matter of pride with us, thit aithough St John was his Cusou place
of residenco yet Halifax had the honot of buing the city of hus burth. M,
L his 138 go i, kindly man, keco-bramed nod veisstio io his mentai
mako-up, aud s most bitter enomios have never denied that Lo was pous
sossed 10 tno fuli of the ciourago of lus cunvictio s, Iu the ¢ase (@ qus-lwn
Mr Ltns was undoubtodiy 1a the right eo far as the mural aspoce of the
affair was cuncerned, a.though kis action in tho maller may haso beon cun-
trary to tho atrict lotter of tho law,

A Turnirgst HinerNiaxy —Thero has boon anothor littlo row at Chi-
¢ago, and this time it is not the fault of tho American hosts. Tord Mayor
Shauke, of Dublin, a hardy eon of Lrin, is tho offonder. 1o nrose at a
Music Hall banquet last week to rospond for an American commissionor,
who was unwilling to remain until the closo of tho banquet. The Mayor
fire: roviled the banquot committeo for having omitted his name from the
list of respondsnts, whilo thoy still were willing to use him as a stop-gap.
Next ho called the manager of tho Fair to task for not having providod
moro spacious quarters for “ ould Ireland,” and continued in the same
strsin until the Director-General was obliged to insist on his withdrawal,
Tho only excuse for tho behaviour of Mayor Shanks that has boen suggested
is thst ho was under tbe influence of tho ardent.

——— " —

A Wontuy Woman.—Wo frequontly hear of tho sins of fathers being
visited upon their children, but it is soldom that wo hoar of a descondant
endoavoriog to make amends for the ill-doings of tho ancestral line. The
Countess Firmean, an immensely woslthy lady who died recently at Sslz.
burg, bad all Ler lifo been tottured by a tradition thst one of her ancestors,
a hundred and sixty threo yeavs ago, had committed a torriblo crimo, for
which no expiation had been made. Owing to hi- roprosentation tc the
magnates of tho Roman Catholic Church 30,000 Protestants wore driven
out of tho country in the height of tho winter season. As a natural result
the greater number of the pers:cuted poople perishod of huoger and expo-
sure, and tho Count:ss has ever folt thut «,me reparation should be made
for this hidevus wrong.  Aithvugh h moll a strict Catholic, she pro-
vided in her will that her entiro prop:rty. shall be held in trust for tho
benefit of Protestaut orphan chi'dren ; then when the document was duly
sighud and sualed, she gont'y breathed Ler last at peace with all mankind.

Tue New Vor: o Macuse.—Doliticians are takinga lively interest in
the Mycts Bal ot Machine, which has been legalized in Now York State by the
unan-mous votes of the Sonato and Assembly. The new mschino, it is
al egod, wid do away with much of the deception practiced at the polls, and
it will totally provent stufling or tamporing with a ba'lot box. The mnachine
coneists of a closed metaliic Looth, provided with doors at opposite onds,
ard ono window, which is 83 arranged that tho voter, v-hi'e him«olf hidden,
can yot, if necossary, ask quostious ol an outside official. Each name or
«juestion on which the vote is to bo taken is inscribed p'ainly on tho wall,
aud above esch namo or qusstion an electric button is placed. These but-
tons commucicate with a clock f.coe somewhat siwilar to the registrar on a
horss car, and as it is placed on tho wall of a locked and sraled room, no
ingpec ion cin bo mado until tho vo'ing is dcclared over. A special
mechanism provides against doub'e voting, for when tho voter has pressed
ono button all other buttons are locked. Among tho further advantages
claimed for the machine are tho reduction of the oxpense of providing
¢'ection officers and the absolute incorruptibility of the mechanical apparatus
for counting the votes,

Patscrised TeXT Buoks.—A writer in the Educalional Reciew tolls of
a chid who inseribed on the cuver of a familiar school text-book the fam-
vus quotaiion—* Who steals this book stea's trash.”” It is probable that
the chi'd was innocent of the intention of joking, yet the question naturally
arises as to which une of the text-bcoks prescribed in our schools is most
worthy of the motto. Thechild unwittingly wrote atruth which will apply
with almu t ¢yail fidelity to a half-duzen ordinary school books, and yet wo
canpot bat think that thoe geography now used in the pub‘ic echosls is the
buok which porhaps best descrved the inscription. It is an unintelligent, ill-
arzanged manual,  The {acts which it contains are ill-assorted, and tho study
which sliould Lo mado both popular and attractive is considered by the
majutity of achool children as dull and wearisome. The grammar prescribed
by tho autherities is also a psor book. It fails in the great object of al
grammalcsl teacking, namely, the improvemont of the opoech of itsstudents.
Lhe prescribed arithmetic is another unsuitable toxt-book. and as a result
vidt yuang people a0 not atlaining that proficiency in mentil calenlation
whivh we could wish. It is nut vur intention to libel the Council of Public
Instruciion, under whose au hority tho present toxt-books have been issued.
We undorstand the difficulties in the way of their work, and especially wo
apprevate the JdifEculty of recalling a tsxt-baok which bas mot formally
with their approval. What is now ncoded is a hard working committeo
who wiJ obtain and comparo the text-books in use in the variou. Provinces
of Canada and in the Ucited Siates A comparative oxamination of this
kiud would result in the sclection of the best toxt-books ob:ainable, and
tho 10 ult of the inspection would bo that our Provincial schools would be
groatly increased in cfficioncy, and that the other Provincos would glhdly
follow our lead in this direction.



