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CORRESPONDENCE.

The Kditor docs nol hold lilmself yesponsible for
indlvidual expressions of opinfon in communt-
oationsaddressed to the VOLUNTRRRREVIEW,

THE NUMERICAL STATE OF THE MILITIA.

To the Fdiles of the Voruxteen REvIEW,

. 11th Maroh, 1874

Dear Sin—In the Vou. I » of 3nd inst.
appear threo excollent totter ., ono hearing
the woll-known sizmituro (* Sabrour”) of »
correspondent whose communications ave
always fraught with the truest soldierly
spiril ; tho second that of ¢ Gladintor’'; the
third that of ¢ Tuiperial Officor,”

¢t Sabreur” introduces the principlo, origi
nated,I believe, editorially in the Vorustskn
Review, of throwing the onus of providing
mititia quolas on * municipal responsi-
bility.”

i Gladintar” Jjustly insists on the inade-
quacy of.the pay accorded to the Force.

“Jmperial Officer” ndverts in terms of
migtited - commendation of * many munici-
pa\;hes in Ontario” which have voluntarily
approached the roalization of the editorial
iden Ly votes of extra pry.

Theliberality of such municipal councils
is*worthy of all praise. But there is reason
to doubt.the prob'xbxhu of so generous an
example coming to be universally followed,
and I fear it would bo to-be apprehendod
that the attempt t6 throw compulsory mili.
tary responsibility on theso bodies would bo
productive of gravo discontent by reason,
ptly, of the “disgricelul obstructiveness”
which * Sabreus” stigmatizes.

The wriler of thoarticle © Our Militis,” in
tho Canadian Munthly for dMarch, consxders
Lhe two commonly urged remedies for the
nrosant unsausfaclory numerical stateof the
militis, viz :—* Compulsory Enlistment by
Ballot,” and * Greatly Increased DPay.”
Against the first of these he cunsiders the
arguments ‘1o be almost unanswerable.”
I do not myself think that even all (hoseo
which he adduces are so, but it is not my
purpose here to cnter on any attempt atl
refutation,

“3Vith regard to the sccond,” says
# Miles,” ¢ itis, I.thipk, hardly to be ex-
pecled in the present economical age that
tho Government will enter into competition
with the labour market, and thereby enor-
mously increase the militia esiimates ; yet,
if the present system be continued, and full
musiers are expecled some additional induce-
ment in the: shape of pay must, [ fear, be
held out.” The italics aro not in tho origi-
nal.

It would.seema doubtful whether any,
even the most'clever or tho most ardent of
Capadian ‘soldiers who bhave devoted
thought tothe subject, haye heen able to
arrive at more definito conclusions than
such as: are expressed in the above article
and letters,

Considering the subject from *a numerical
point of view only!' tho words *if tio pro-
sent system bo continued, nnd full musters
are expected,’ ave suggestive of some idens
which might possibly, in some slight degree,
tend to smoolh tho way towards an cluci-
dation of the problem,

Without going into any prosent advocacy
of tho batlot, let us suppose, for the sako of
illusiration, that it were in operation. It
might then be assumed that the only sys-
tem. ou which it could bie fuirly enforced
wonll Lo in a strict ratio to population,

The papulation of the Dominion in 1871,
ag well ag tho actus! recent musters of tho
mililia, point to the proportion of one per
cent. as tho present reasonnblo limit of do~
mand on the industrial energics of the peo-
ple for militin purposes, ‘This would givain
round numbers 36,000 mon, a number not
very mueh in excess of late musters.

It is not, perhaps, advancing too much to
afirm that conditions of excitement and
naticnal indignation, which give so strong
and s0 benelicial an impetus to the crestion
of a nntional force, are falee conditions, on
which to baso it for a performanco.

Every district on the spur of such feelings
as animate mon's minds ini the presence of
an outrageous invasion of their soil, would
contribute a contingent mach in excess of
what could be fairly required of it in the
absenco of such nan incentive, or, still moroe,
in the absence of any visible- pobability of
such an incontive,

If this Lo conceded it swill be apparent
that from 1862 the time of Lhe “Trentaifuir,"
till the close of the year 1866, during which
pericd tho Dominion Force assumed its
present definite form, was a period highly
favorable, indeed, to the development of a
martial spirit, but, for that reason, invelv.
iag false data for tho basis of a force intend*
ed to be permanent during the time of
profound peace.

The palpable decadence of the Force dur-
ing the -year 1867 probgbly bears out this
view, and its present condition scems to
afford additional corroboration.

It is likely, therefore that many districts
had assigned to them: during the period of
excitement, a force-in cxcess of what thay
¢ conveniently maintain in times of mero
dull routine,

I do not question the expediency of ac

cepling the volunteered seivices of a contin-
gent in excess of the populattonal quota

where there remnins, after tha moment of
excitement has passed,evidence of a military
spirit onduring enovgh to survive.

But I.think thero are instances in which a
transitory zeal has led to the establishment
of corps beyond the encrgics of a district to
svstain in time of pence, and I think thereo
are also districts in which a reduction in the
establishments of Bottalions would obe wel
comed as a relief by Commanding and other
officars, who necessarily abhor the sham

involved in the con'inual recyrrence of mus

tors below the authotized and required stan.
dard.

Permit me to illustrato the point by one
or two exnmples.

The county of Durham has, sinco 1866,

with commendablo spilit, supporled two
battalions, comptising fourtoen companies,
whoso combined strength should be thero-
fore 770 mon. I am awaro that one or twvo
compnnies (I do not know precisely how
many) of the 45th belong to Victorin. Dul
ot that presently. The etrength of theso two
Regimentsat Peterboro® in 1873, I find stat.
ed, doubtless correctly, by n correspondent
of tho Voiustrsr Revirw, as follows:—Tho
46th, 320 ; the 45th, 150; tolal 470. i

‘I'urning to tho Census Returns we find the
aclual population of the céunty of Durham
to be, in round numbers, 37,000. We aro,
therofore, primit facie, led.to the conclusion
that she is over-taxed, and-ought not to bo
called upon -to contiibute to the national
forces more than 370 men, to which the
muster she actually sent into camp in 1873
is an approximatioh, but in éxcess of her
proportion, if wo take into consideration her
cavalry and artillery e¢n tho one hand, and
on the other, make allowance for twoor
three companies of the 45th belonging to
Victoria.

But this is not all. Tt is probable that no
two Regiments in the service bave been more
indebted to tho deserved personal popular
ity and soldierly qualities of their command.
ing and' Field officers, nnd doubtless these
me well supported.

Let us further give consideration to the
fact that, but for the hap-linzird manner in
which matters were bungled in June 1866,
out of which arose the conlflicting claims of
Col. Cubitt and Col, Williams, there would
never have been two Battalions in Durham,

On this principle the county of Victoria,
having a population of, say, 32,000, ought,
instead of:merely contributing two or threo
compantes to a Regiment of another county,
itself to furnish a B. ittalion of 320 men.

Let us now talke the adjiwceat counly of
Northumberland, which, with a population
of 40,000 maintains & Regiment of the nom-
inal strength of 495 men, Northumberland
is therefore overtaxed by 95 men, in her in-
fantry alone.

As a matter of fact (if the sourco alove
quoted bo reliable) the 40th turned dut, in
1873, 350 strong. If we tuke her cavalry
into « ccount, Northumberland «ill will, in
cluding this actual muster of infantry have
furnished Iast year probably a little abovo
her proportion.

If the proposition of. onapoer cent of the
population, except in tho case of cities.and
large towns be, a8 I believe it to be, tha full
oxtent to which the country will stand the
drain in timo of peace; and if it be conceded
that continued musters far helow nominal
strength are mischievous as partaking of the
piture of & sham ; might 1t not be well Lo
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o nsider the expedlency of 1educing estab



