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FIELD DAY AT BRIGLITON.

The Loudon Ténee gives an interesting no
cotiit af the field day of volunteers at
Beyditan,  Pho problem to be worked out
was based on the supposition that a foreign
army bad landed botween RBrightan  and
Shoreham, and had thken up » strong post
tion on the Downs, m front of the Brighton
raco staml, fooking eastwards,  This army,
which has beea called the Rrighton foreo,
was ted by Sir Alfred Horsford, sndwas faced
at o distanee of tivo miles by tho Lewes oy
home force, ulso hoking & strong postion
under General Lusons. The two arnues
were plnced in these positions by divections
from the Umpive Stafl, and were then Jeft
1o fight 1t out umdor certmn condition—
namely, that they wmst keep within a pre-
senbed area, nvoid “tabooed ** ground. and
mamtain their communications with Brighton
una Lewes respechively.  According to the
War Office plan, tienoral Horsford a firsy
lina swvas deawwa up along the Downs, from
Bevendean to n potat about 1,000 yards in
rear of Ovendenn.  His position in front of
tho raco courso was & very strong oue, and
he had 12082 men and 22 pieces of artillery.
Against theso Genersl Lysons lind 11,082
men and 90 gune. A large pnteh of “* taboo.
ed  ground, over which troops were not al-
lutred 1o manwuvroe, and which, for practical
purposes taay be supposed tobe a Iako or
swamp, lay in the centro of Gieneral Hors
ford’s position, and had a serious bearing on
tho fortunes of tho day. 5o long as General
Horsford Lept it in Ius front 1t was o eource
of strength, but when bo advanced beyond it,
ho partly did, it becamon source of weak.
ness, separating his forces and rendering his
coentio linblo to Lo broken through by an
encmy who should make a strong assault
along its edge. This was just what turned
out to bethacase, Horslord's forces bemng er
vided into two parts and beaten in detml.
Each genoral began thoe day with the disad.
vaniage of having practieally no cavalry,
and occupying amuch 100 extended (threo
miles in widtaat the ceatre, 1o bo held of
fectually in real war by 16,000.

The disposition of Sir Alfred lorsford's
svas cor plato by balf-past 10 o'cluck. The
country allocated to him for defensive ope-
rations is by nomeans of a character that a
general would select for o choiee, yot it is
not nitogather destitute of eligiblo features,

The theory on which General Horsford
dispozed his forces was based on the assump-
tion that tho attack of ko cnemy would he
delivored in form ngainst his right. The
contour of the ground a3 depleted on the
staff maps cerininly favoured the impression
and tho ndvisers of the gallant genarnl held
it to bo confirmed by tho circumstances that
tho encmy's artillery and columns of infantry
had boen seen sgainst thosky lino marehing
to tho southward. It was held ndvisable
then to Ve in position to meet with sufficiont
force any such attack,

‘There were, itis true, somo who hinted
that if Lysons meant to usothoso troops ser-
iously howould take caro to keep them off
tho sky line, instead of exhibiting them with
an osientation, with n man of his wiliness
liad in itnguspicicus clement, By half-past
10 o’clock Horsford's dispositions wera com-
plote, and he was ready for the beginning of
tho action. Tthad beenintended that out
posis should be thrown out on cithier side
for the snko of practicieg the volunteers in
1hat spocics of milifary duty ; but Horsford's
dispositions were sucl that his main forco
virtually formed its own outposts, and no
practice of the character alluded to weas cn-
gaged in.  Tp till about 10 o'clock masses
of watery mist had huag about 1hia Downs,

aud Lysons might havelit n bonliro on Naw.
market bill without it belng visible from
lorsford*s pasition ; but aftor that hour the
weathor brightened and the sun canio out.
{1 mterest in Lysons’ movements was uni
versal, A group of horsemen shewed on
tho High Barn Hill, and speculationsat onco
becamia rifo ns to whether thoy wero that
enoral and his «tafll A boy,camo ncross
rom tho othor sido and reported that there
were *¢ thousands and thousanrls of sodgers’
Iying down in the vatlay betvaeen us and tho
fligh Barn. 1o was captured by n zealous
bandsman, and conducted to o staff ofticer
tompart to him what information ho pos
sessed. The boy's look of abjeet terror
could searcely havo been stronger if e Imd
apprebended that ho was being led to sum
niary execution. At length, at fiva minntes
to 12 a'clock, Lysons asked the question
whother liis opponont was ready to hogin,
by n gun fired from Nowmarket Hill. It was
obylious, then, that not all his artillery had
been moved away o the south, Tho reply
was duly given in the snme manner; and
instantly as if by magio, the opposito heights
wwere everywhere crowned by skirmishers,
The question did not scem to be whero waz
Lysons going to attack, but rather where
was Lysons not goin;r' to attack? Qur skie
nnshors were out at length, and down into
tho yalloy to confront tho skirmishers of the
enemy, and the action beeame warm, so far
as akirmisking firo went uli_along the line,
Acting on Uio defensive, Princo Fdward’s
skirmishers uid not excert themselves fo
drive in tho skirmishers of the other side,
anly held their ows against them, and wait
ed for the issuo. In anticipation of more
vigorous measurcs, our artillery continued
to pound away, and the wholo of our first
line, all along the right flank; came up to
the summit of tho rdgo ; so that this atiach
on our right, whether it as real or whether
it twns a feiat, had forced Princo Edward to
show hishand, and keep it shown, At length
our right brigade threw off its torpor and
moved forward just asn column of Lysons'
force on bis extremo left showed itsell and
headed down the slopo tokards our right,
Another column was visiblo opposite our
centre, and it appeared to be deploying
mith tho intention to come down in line,
Tho tactics were puzzling; but the de
monstration, whether it was real or whe-
ther it was feigned, was suflicient.
ly imposing to deter Princo Edward from
withdrawing a man to any other portion of
the field, Ifowit was cannot well be told:
but suddenly and witheut any more notica
than a heavy covering artillery fire, a column
of the cnemy had pushed afong tho spur
laading down fram the Newmarket-hill right
against the lower nngle of tho prescribed
ground aroond th» Warean Farm, and had
turned the flank of ourright ceatre, discon-
necied a3 it was by the maginary morass
from our feft. ‘The morass hud indeed pro.
vented Lysons from cuttingstraight through
between tho centro and the left, but it did
not avail o prevent marching nlong its fuco
and wedging Lord Bury'a Drigade through
the extreme edgo of our right centro where
it touched the presccibed groumt. ‘This
mancenvre placed the enemy in auch a posi:
tion ns to bo ablo to enfilnde our whole right
centro and right.

Then-~but not titl the success of this wan.
ceuvre waus nssured ~his loft msunied the
offensive in errnest, in order to ensure hold
ing Horsford's right, employed with sulli
cient earnestness 10 prevent Princo Edw ad
from detailing troops to oppose the move.
ment that was breaking his centee. On tho
section of tho field where Lyson’s left und
Horsford'a right wero contending, the latier

with iis longer front and greator forco, suc
oceded in turning tho format’s left flank,
But the trivmph,if it can be callod & triumph,
was a barren one,  Thero i not wnch uso in
an army oxerling isolf on its flanks
whenanonomy is inalde its centre. When
the DPrussinn Guards ot Xoniggenfz woro
in Chlum, Bendeok was fuin to own that
tho lino of his front was untennble. ‘The
?Iulokncsu of the thing wans very surprlsing,
ho gun which was tho signal for comene
Ing was fired nt five minttes to one. In
front of Lysons’ poncirating columa there
was n groat deal of confusion wotso con
founded :\mon% tho astonished vogimonts,
upon which he had dropped as if from the
clouds, OUnerogiment was firing to ifs front
uncencernedly while thaenomy was inits rear,
and a detachront frowm tho second division
ou the lef, which hed fronted inwnards and
slewed round tho tralls of its guns, was fir
ing with conterprise and vigor into the
crowd of friend and {oo together. It woull
bo too much to Bay that tho thing ended ina
heterogencous jumble, so far ns concerned
tho “ Army of Brighton;** but the confusion
was 50 great that it was impossible Lo realize
unything except thera was nothihig but con
fusion so far as regarded the centre. ‘The
volunteors marched well throughout the
day, and scomod to work mors hanailygthan
in formor years, ‘Thero were fower egreg
ious biunders, although skirmisbers stilf dis
played a propensity occasionally to open
firo at impossiblo ranges; and although
mnsses of troops wore in cases permitted o
stand phiegmatically exposed to a fire of ar
tillery for a length of time that, Lad thoe
guns been shooted, would have countributed
materially to tho sum teial of widows and
orpbans in our Innd. The decision of the
umpires was of the most amusingly negative
character. It wonld scom to convey the
idea that both sides had been impartially
beaten, and that the “sovercigaest remody”™
for a thrashing is o march past.  The ‘ollow
ing is tho text of the ¢ cision; *Gei_ural Sis
A Horsford's right contre having been Lro
ken through, and General Lysons’ left flank
having been turned, both sides tako up
fresh positions on the racocourse.” Had the
action been in earnest, it secms pretty cer
tain that ono side would have found it ex
tremely difficult to comply with this order.

REVIEWS.

—————

Werequest our readers attention to the
claimas of & weekly Literary Journal publish
od at 3optresl by the enterprising publisher
of the Canadian Ilustrated News, under the
titls of tho Hearthsione.

This Journal will supply & want felt in
Canadisn literalure by furnishing reading
matter of 8a cntertalning and improviag
character, different from tho sensational
periodicals of the United States press. We
bespeak n large share of patronage for the
Hearthsfone. ¢
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