740 THE VOLUNTEER REVIEW [NovempeEr 20, 1871
MILITARY ORGANS AND TIE VOLUN Our recent remarhs on tho lnck of zenl | permitted to hope that in the future tho
Volunteers may bo enabled to benefit

TEERS.
—— ]

The chnacteristic of every genuine organ
is 8 complucent satishction with the tunes
ground on its barrel, Tho handle may move
Jerkily, the little brass pins may t< bent or
broken, may even ! nve been misplaced by
the maker, or by some ambitious and un.
skillful tune mender—u' (mporte—the reper-
toire is ground from first to last while little
clicks between each tune, and & snort as of
triumph from the bellows when the whole
round is accomplished,

Organs aro generally, like children of this
wosld, wise in their generation; thus thero
be organs ecclesiastical with the Old Hun
dredth and Luther's Hymn for respectable
and quiet neighbourhoods, and ‘*Ancient
nnd Modern’ tunes and “ infallible ’ chants
for £t. Albans nand St. Barnabas, “There bo
also organs political, rejoicing in ¢ Crop-
pies lie down *' and ‘ Boyne Water,"” or the
»Shan Van Voght,*’ but of all the ovgans
ever ground, tho organs military are to us
the most interesting. Some are new and
sowe are old, some are large and some are
very small, some are loud and some are very
soft, some are preternaturally deep, and
some whistle their little tunes, like Pan.
dean pipes; but organs, however prouua o¢
their tunes, are neither musicians nor com-
posers, they are organs and nothing more,
ground to order, and subsidised by the
grateful pence of théir discriminating pa-
trons,

Now this happy and contented state of
organic lifo is just the very condition that
the Broad Arrow does not aspire to. It is
not the organ of the Army, for it thinks
firsy of the nation, secondly of the Service;
and were it advisable to bespeak a barrel,
the tunes to be set on it would be morein
the spirit of the “writing on the wall,’”” than
appioprigte to the toast of ‘four noble
selves.”” Itis not tho organ of the Navy,
for with that the old tunes rre a thing of
the past, and of new ones, whero are they
to grind? With tins negation of such am-.
bition, how therefore can it bo possible, as
stated by a contemporary, tha the DBroad
Arrow hus striven to becomo ¢ recognised
as an organ of the Volunteers "'?

From the day of its first publication up to
the present time, the Broad .drrow has
been *a paper for the Services,” but an
organ for no one. Bound to the chariot
wheels of no cliqus or interest, ic has not
even claimed the privilege of a calculating
neutrality. Fearing neither to attack what
is powerfully supported when the attack is
a duty, nor to delend what 1s unpopular
though just and proper, we never aimed at
greater credit and éelét than to be deemed
honest and mpartial, telling the truth, how-
ever bitter to our friends—when needful—
and not begrudging Lo our encmies, those
deserters wko are not of the stern stuff to
welcome wholesome correction. As we have
been, s0 we design to remain, content with
the infallible sign of upproval given by the
Services at lurge, when the cuwculation of
the Broud Arrow first became greater than
that of every othor military paper published
in London:

But why this peroration ?1s 1t to glorify the
success of the Broad Arrowf Yes, partly,
since it may be useful for many to know
thut **a paper for the Services? may far
outstrip its fellows in the contest for public
support, without pandering to the greator
truckling to the small, without expressing
an admirati m of abuses which it does not
feel, or professing to deem a grievance that
which is in truth a necessity.

eyvinced by tho Volunteors in hanging back
from the Autumn Manwuvres, were written
in this spirit, and not, as suggested by the
Tolunteer Neics of tho 4th _instant, fiom a
fecling of antipathy to the Volunteers. As
justly might it bo said that a feeling of an
tipathy to the Whig Government dictated
our strictures on those responsible for jeo-
pardising the lives of our suilurs in the
Megerra, or that antipathy to tall men sug
gested our opinion that the Household
Troops avo not the most useful regiments
in Her Majesty’s Service,

Unfortunately no supernataral antipathy
need bo suggested ns the active motive in
cither of these cases.

The Volunteers are a splenid malerial, by
turns petted and neglected. Sprung from
the military spirit and patriotism of the
nation, they have been permitted (aftor
many long years of tentative probation) to
remain without any organisation worthy of
the name—to subside into a sullen sense of
wrongs undeserved, and thus to failat a
crisis of their history in that active zeal and
readiness for self sacrifice which haye always
hitherto been their main claim to theadmir-
ation of their fellow-countrymen.

"lis useless to talk of monoy considera-
ttons as satisfactorily accounting for such a
state of things. Tho lack of increased Gov-
ernment support may certainly have led to
the decreasetf zeal and spirit of our Volun-
iecrs, just as the lack of increased remittan.
ces from the governor may be quoted asa
fair ground for Young Hopeful's decreased
wine paries at Oxford ; but just as tho lat.
ter bas no right still to claim écldt as a Jud
of spirit for the wine fountain which has
ceased to flow, so must the Volunteers be
centent to part with their character for ro-
mantic patristism, when but five thousand
out of the hundred and soventy thousand of
our Volunteers respond to an ofter of a
seven days' training under canvas in mimic
war, It may boe tho duty of a Voluateer
organ to discourse sweet music to theabsen
tees, bug *“ a paper for the Services”’ hos to
tell the truth and warn the Volunteers of
their position.

The first great impulse which was given
to the Voluntecers came from the wesire to
avoid the Militia Ballot, and indeed many a
young man of good tamily took a commis-
sion in the Militin for tho same reason.
Since that time compulsory service has, year
after yecar, most unwisely been postponed.
The fear of being drawn for the Militia has
consequently lost its terror. The Volun-
teers have been allowed to linger on still
unorganized, as if they were looked upon by
the Government not as available troops,
but simply as a spontancous happy-go-
lucky school of elementary drill.

By this means a very large proportion of
the manhood of the middle classes has been
passed through the ranks of the Volunteers
and obtained that amount of military train-
ing whi~h will undoubtedly leaven the
whiole mass of the population, and make it
comparauvely easy to raise reliable troops,
should the crisis requiring their employment
occur., But although this great object, if
object it was, has been so far accomplished
although the best bloud of the middle class
will not, in case of future need, be found
wholly vntrained to arms, there is something
further to be done Ly and for the Volun-
teers beforo they can with justice take and
hold the place to which they have honorably
aspired, and which they have a right to ac-
quire.

The organization of the Reserve Forces
within theseveral Military listricts is now

in process of development, and we may be

within a reasonabloe distanco of their head-
quarters by those * Autumn manouvres
of which tho late campaign was werely an
experiment.

1tis to bo hoped also that the Govern-
ment will gradually wean itseil from the
policy of throwing the cost of zealous at-
tempts to promoto the efticiency of thoseve-
ral “corps, on those commanding ofticers
whose pride it is to seo their mon smart and
efficient, and. givo them tho opportunity of
drill and experienco at & distanco from their
own headquarters. But whatever the short
comings of the Government, howover ill-
caleninted the pittance they afforded, to
sccure o full proportion of Volunteer corps
from distant stations, tho fact remains the
same, however accounted for, that there was
no enthusiastic rush of "olunteers to avail
themselves of the first great occasion which
has been offcred them, to experience for
seven days a foretaste of the life which all
must be subject to if ever they ave called
upon to serve their country in earnest.

The truth must be spoken. the bud and
flowering of the Volunteer movainent has
passed away. The fruit must now sct and
be allowed to ripen; and those who deem
this process to be aided by tho flattering
notes of the most dulcet of ovrgans, debar
themselves wilfully from the benefit of that
honest critcismwhich we trust will always
be the characteristic of ou» ** Paper for the
Serviees:""—Broad Arrow.

BRITISII COLUMBIA.

By private advices from Lost Creek,
Ominica, British Columbia, it is said that
an experienced miner states that the
benches in that district will all pay largely,
and that he has scen miners pack a flour
sack of dirt to a creck and wash outfifty
dollars of gold. Let those who are starv-
ing and struggling at a dollar a day think of
this. How desirable it would bo to trans-
port the thousands of people who are at
present starvingin Burope tosuch & country
as that! It is probably true that provisions
are at present very high in British Colum-
bia, Lut when the railroad is completed they
will be as cheap as anywhere else in the Do-
minion. Hero is a country where every one
who is industrious may make a living if not
a fortune, and this is the same province
which tho Opposition informed us last ses-
sion was not worth having in our Dominion
being made up of mountains inaccessible
and of no value, with not ten acres of arable
land in the whole colony. ‘The ‘‘ten acres
of arable land” in untish Columbia will
hereafter become a by-word, There 1s one
plain alone, namely, the Chilcoten plain,
which is one hundred and twenty mileslong
by forty miles wide, is as picturesque s an
English park, and as capable of cultivation
as any portion of the Saskatchewan Valley.
The timber of British Columbia is acknow-
ledged to be the finest in the world. Someo
of the trees are three hundired feet high, and
{requently as many as ven hundred of them
to the acre. In fact no finer lumber district
exists anywaere than in British Columbia.
Then the Fisheries are considered of such
importanco as toinduce the Dominion Goy-
ernment to place at the disposal of the Pro
vincial Government & couplo of vessels for
their protection. ‘Tho salmon fishery is pro-
fitable beyond description. A consignment
of salmon from San Ifranciscoto Sidney, has
just been spoken of most favorably. Salm-
on are 50 extraordinary plentiful in British
Columbia that whole ship loads could be pro-
cured and forwarded to our southern colo-



