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The Basis of Representation ln the Assembly.

T fliE only remit wvhicb is sent down this ycar for the
i.consideration of Presbytcries is one regarding the

basis of tlicir representation in the Assembly. In 1877
the proportion was fixed at one fourth and this lias con-
tinued to be the rule witliout change until thc present
time. In viewv o! the fact that the Churchlhadjust been
formed by the union of four Chiurches which, thougli ail
Presbyterian, had many mirLor differences of procedure,
itnd in vicw of the consequent necessity for a good deal
of new legisiatiori te assimnilate these différences as wvell
as te give shape to the forward movement in ail kinds
of aggressive worlc which naturally grew out of the
union, this large representation wvas feit on ail hands to
be desirable. No doubt nîuch of the smootliness wvhiciî
lias churactcrized the wvorking of the union lias been due
to the fact that the Asscnibly se fully rcpresentcd the
Church as to prevent any suspicion of its being con-
trolled by any faction or manipuiatcd by any clique.
Twenty years after thec union it may be assunicd tiîat
this peried of necessary adjustnicut is nowv about over.
Hardly any question that can arise now is iikely to be
regardcd from the standpoint of prac-union practice or
decided under the influence of prae-union feeling. A
snialier body mighit therefore be safeiy trusted to deal in
a perfectly f air vway ivitlî ail new matters that emerge.

But altogether apart froni tliat the increase ini the
number of membcrs due te the rapid growtlî of the
Clîurch lias of late ycars made tie Assemibly somcevliat
unwieldly and caused many te feel tiîat it w~as too large
foi cffccti'.c delibcratitec work. A year ago the merm-
ber.ship rcacbed the 5ou mark and tlîeactual attendance
for several years lias licen over 3o0. To speak o!
nothing e4s, the entertainnient of that nunitier for a
mleetirng làsting nine or ten days, ptits n severcstrain on
the hopitaidce rcsOVurces of ail bit the larges: cihies, and
even the la.gest are di>p(ctlc to a.sk meisw tlr
a snii-ailr nianier miglît n.>t de, the work quite as wveli.
f t is flot at ail surpris-ing, thereforc, that the Prcslmytery
cf St. John immcediateiy aftcr the meeting there in 1894
slîouid have decidcd to overture for a reduction in the
relpresecnt-.tion Their piroposai te makc it onc.cighth
instead of a fourth apj.arcnentcd a littie too 'loMent
ta 1-e cnt(rialnrd, lutt at P, flt rft1<!V -.0 dratac a-. it
le *ks. Evcn tiiat piopo~rtion, under the ruie of the next
higher multitude, %vould make thec mcmbership at the
presenit time a little over -,oo, and the ratio of attend-
ar.cc would prab~ably lie a good deal hiighcer than at
rrt- sent. A representatien of ene sâth proposcd by thîe
remit wiii reduce the mexubership at present from 533
t0 378. But at tie present rate o! increase. as estianated
in the preanilie te thîe remit, the hiighier nuuu'N r v illilie
rcaclîed again in five years, and after tliat brief interval
a further reduction wili bc as irpperative as this is rqow.

Perliaps if ail these facts had been laid clearly before
the Assembly it miglit liave been wiliing te adopt the
proportion suggasted by the Presbytery cf St. John at
once. The prescrnt remit, however, is a mevc ini the
riglit direction and ought te be approved without
liesitation by the Presbyteries. It is more than deubt-
fui whletlier the reduction is sufficieut te make possible
tie establishment cf a mileage fund for the payment cf
commissiouexs' expemses. But that may cone by and by.

It should be borne in mnd that this remit is sent
dowvn under the Barrier Act. It must, therefore, be
positiveiy approved by a majerity cf Presbyteries with-
eut modification. Any Presbytcry failing te mnake a
return or preposing any aînendment of its terms is
counted as disapproviug whether it actually disappiroves
or not.

Missionaries in Danger.
At the time cf writing the news from troubied

Armenia is far from re.assuring. It is reported that
the missionaries from Canada and the United States
are in danger and that they may become the victims cf
violence at any moment. The Su*tan seemns peoverless
or unwilling te protect the Christians and the European
powers do flot secm anxieus te force him te a hast
resort. Consequently outrages, and massacres are
reported daily and the situation is realiy alarming. It
seems aimost inexplicable that the Powers, who can by
acting in concert speedily put a stop te the uprisings
do net move a littie finger te check the misrule that
prevails. WVhen cruel persecution i!, raging and life-
blood flows like water, the time for the niccties cf
diplomacy bas surely passed, and prompt and decisive
methods are absoluteiy necessary. The cause of
hiumanity is the cause of God. Great Britain neyer
rises te hier duty more nobly than wvlien she puts forth
hier caveat on behalf of the oppressed.

We Think Se.
it is wonderful hew niany persons think they can

"ruii" a newspaper, says the Philadelphie- Presbyleriati,
and how free they are in their advice about how this
and tliat department shorild be conducted. The ideas
of those who have had ne experience, either iu news-
paper management or editorship, are as variant and
couflicting as inexperience can make them. One sug-
gests an alteratien in one direction tlîat would lose hlm,
a hundred subscribers; a second cails for the introduc-
duction of a feature wvhicli would bring a protest frorn
scores o! readers by the next mail ; a third proposes an
addition which would incrense expenseswvithout mattrial
advantage ; a fourtiî urges a new departmént tlîat would
give hlm rooni te air certain opinions withiout bringing
in any rcmuneration in proportion te the money outlay;
a fiftli desires an additioual page or column devoted te
seme hobby which, whilc dear te him, would met interest
the average reader ; and a sixth wvants :ipace te treat at
length a particular subject, %vhich the editor, in defer-
ence te the wislies and demnands ef his censtitueucy,
gcnerally scks te condense, se as te gave as much
v-aricty of thouglit and matter as space will permit. It
may, and shouid le, taken for granted tiiat the conductor
cf a newspapcr %vill do bis best te makie it attractive,
readable, varied and useful. He is reacly te take sug-
gestions kindiy tendered, and acts upJ-n them as far as
is possible, but he usually bans a larger knowledge cf
existing conditions than the majority of thoseocutside of
the office. If those who write te him from a distance
about se calied improvements or speciai changes were
on band te take in the entire situation, tlîey would think
and write çlifferently frem what they did away from thr
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