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Unfruitfulness.
By Rev. W Cocinuxg, DD, Biastronn,

Trxt ;=" Cut 1t down, why cumbereth st the ground.,” ¢ lat
it alone this year also.”  Road Isamh v, 17, Luke, xin, 49

These two pussages illusteate the aame great truth, acconnta
bility for priviloges enjoyed, {8 conmon to every form of the divine
governwent.

In the passago taken from Isaah, tho tender care of Jehvah
towards tho Jows, is st forth uler the parblo of a vtueyard  “The
vineyant waa & source of solicitude to its owner It was situnted
a fruitful Wi, feuced, the stones gathered ont, planted with the
cholcest vines, and furnishied with n tower and wine press Every
thing had been done that seience and art could muggient, to werease
aits froitfulness hut to no purpose.  Instoead of bringing forth gragwes,
it brought forth wild grapes 3 just such frozt as could bo gathered i
the forest, without the care and expense involved i mnintning o
vineyard.  Satisticd that everythmg had been done to make the
vineyard fruntful, the vinedresrr appeals to the men of Jesugalom
and Judah to exonerate him from sl blame, conuected wath it
farlure, and at tho same tune, determities no longer to bestow upon
it such devoted care, and then comes the explunation of the parnble,
For the vineyard of the Lond of Hosts is the House of Iaracl, and
men of Judah his pleasant fruit : and he looked for judgement and
behold, opression ; for righteounness, and heholild o curse.

The passage from Luke's gospel, s to the same purpoe. A
certain man hud a fig-tree planted 1 lus vinesard.” 1t was not a
scedling that hind sprung up as wo wonld my accidently, but planted
by its owner, with o direct view to bearing
frmt. A large measure of lubour and ex

nse had been bestowed upon t, and that

or years, but in spite of all when the owner

came and sought fruit, he found none  Hav-
ing waited more than a reasonable time fora
returan, he now orders its destruction,  The
tree was not only barren, but oecupred
space to no practical purpose. It was an
injury to the laud —1t absorbed the nourish
ment that should have gone 1o frnt beanng
trees.  But the vinedpesser pleads wath the
owner for another term of probation. * Lond
fet it alone this year also.” Great tender-
ness is manifested in his entrenty.  He had
entertnined high hopes respecting it, and
had formed a strong attachment for . His
heart was full of sorrow when he hears the
owner say, **Cut 1t down.” He ackuow-
ledges that the commund is reasonable. -
does not plead for an indefinate prolongation
of sts life—~but only asks fur one  year more.
During that time he will put forth the most
strenuous cfforts to produce better results,
in the hope that it may bo spared.  But of
not, ** than thou shult cut it down.”

The ligure of a vineyard is often employed
to describe the favourable position, of
Chiristian Churches and nations, and toillus-
trate, the care beatowed upon common.
wealths and communities, that enjoy the
blessings of the gospel.  Primanly the
passage in Isanh refers to the Jewish nation  The Almghtly has
mg lon§ bourne with Ins chosen people, determined to pour ant apon
them His vengeance.  The prifiliges that they had enjoyed so ex-
clusively for centuries, wero to be withdrawn, and the nation left to
reap the frat of 1ts own actions.  That these threatemngs were put
into executions, the past and presont condition of Isracel, nhundantly
shows. The melancholy e tations and dirges, welling up from
the heart of the nation for the past two thousand vears, attest
the rigour of the punishment, and the wflexibahity of the divine
law,

We live under the same righteous government.  When merey 18
spurncd, and efforts for the reclamation and salvacion of the guilty
are rejected and despised, then justice and wrath, take the place of
long-suffering patience.

These thoughts are suggested fram the passages read : Furst,
God in his gracious dealings with men expects results.  To what
purpose tho carc bestowed upon the vineyard and the fig tree, if
thero is uo return?  What bitter mortification to tind, that where
fruit is expected, there is nothing but leaves !

*“ What could have been done more to iny vineyard —that I have
not done in it?"” says the owner of the vincyard. "It dues not imply
parsonal blame, on the part of the Almighty. It 13 not the repoach
of tho human creature, that certaan other mothoda have not been
ndopted to sccure results. But it 13 the sad reflection that after
cverything has Leen done, that divine ingenuity could suggest, men
remain impenitent, ungrateful and indifferent—that no emotions are
uwakened, in return for the lavish expenditaro of infinite goodness,
and forbearance with guilty souls!

Sccond. God expects that tho results will bo to some extent, in
})roporl,ion to the labour expended. Nations and Churches long

avoured, should make larger returns, than places less highly blessed.
«To whom much is given, of such much shall be required *  Duty
is measured by privilege. fgnorance does not nlways excuse wrong-
doing, but kuowledgo misapplicd, fearfully augments guilt. Ac-

Rev. Wi Cocniase DD,

cording to this prncip’e, heathien conntiies muat be teied by a
different ul.nuhn‘ than «hivistian and enbighcenad tar fn - The very
entatence of the datch, with ite tmamfold opportumtien for getting
and domg gowd, places un under olligations, to leeven the whole
with morality amd Lihtenusiess

Tlurd  God e Hindeahings with nattons, churches, and indav
ualy, after & perd o probabtion, changes the dispetnation of werey
to that of Judgenment  ** Behold these theee yenrs 1 ocame nevking
frmt aund tind vous.  Cut at down, why cambereth at the ground *°

Thete v somethimg very touching an the language  Justice
demands summarcy il ion of  punslunent ! Merey pleads and
stavn the ave. We must not presine too much on God's tong
sitfering, o think, that becanse He has forbote i the past, he wa
always forbent  that beciuwo merey hav so fur trmnphed, oppertu
utttes for cepentance will follow us to a dymyg hour. No such
wonrance s givenn Pl as the day of grace  the turnng pont
for hell or heaven  That God bears so long, 1 wexplicable, buy
Natdened sinners ae no gatners by the delas. They may und often
do evade the penalties of human luw, bat ‘neser the disine The
wrath of the Lamb owcemonned 1s tanble.

* Cumdwrers of the ground,” your condition may bo changed, It
inhy no means hopeless Gennine repentance, even at the eleveath
honr i accepted  There an gte one on God's footstool of carth, how
ever proflygate and wicked, but muy secure the favour and friewd-
ahup of heaven  Bat af conmeience continues seated, then destruction
will follow At the bar of wnpartaal judgient, an assembled world,
wall appton e the ngnteonsiess of your domm!

Saving Faith Its Instrumental Cause.

| Fhe Insttamental Cause of Savang Fath s the Inspred Word.
—* Farth cometh by hearmg, amt harng by the word of God. ™
Men may  hea] the word and yet not beheve, but they must
heat 1t mder to believe, Hence the Seuptures teach, ** How
then shatl they eall on i i whom they
have not belicved? and how shall they be
lrieve i lam of whom they have not heard ?

and  bow whall they  hear without o

preacher?”’
W henthe Apostieapreached m derusalem,
we are told that **many who heard the
word, behieyed © When Cornelins and jus
haurchold had heard the Word from the
Aposatle Peter, they believedan desun, When
the Plabhppian juler had heard the Word
from Paul and Siluy, he was tesdered o true
believer i Chnist., 4
The mune s trov at the present day In
fnq't-l wied in heathen lands, only those who
war the Word of fied, exerciae nosaving
fasth in Jesus Chnst.
1 “The Word of Cod then ix Adapted to
Produce Faith m Chnst - Its adaptation to
than purpose 1s proved by ats bei so used
by the all wise Divine Sint We must
kuost o person i order to trust lom. The
wicred Scnptures lead to fath in Chrst, by
revcaling him to men. ** The testunony of
Jesux e the spint of prophecy, and he s
manifested to the devont secker after truth
from Genesas to Revelation, The inspured
Word deseribies to us very fully, Cheast's
natures, person, attnbutes, functions, oth
ces, wonds, works, sufferings, death, resur.
rection, ascention, and  headshiyp over the
1 universe, 1t presents lam uas having far
more knowledge an'® wisdom, than the most learned and astute of
hix generntion Fuen the envious Serbes and Phansees, did not
dare to charge him with oorance or dishonesty, It remmned for
some * hgher entics © of the present day o afirm that the Son of
God was so gnotant that he did not know whether Moses wrote the
Pentateuch, or, knowing to the contiury, was so dishonest as to
give the sanction of lus authority to a prevalent e

But the davine Wotd revealsJesus as ** holy, harmless, undefiled,
and separate from amners,” as ** the chwfest among ten thousand,
and the one altogether lovely.™ It pictures Him ay possessing snch
matchless hunan and diviny perfeetions, us performing such nohle
and nnrnvalled deeds, as uttenng such sweet and winning words, ns
enduning such vicarious and atoning agomes, as nctuated by sach
10fty and attmetive motives, ax produeimg such grand and eternal
results, and as offerimg to the believing ginner svch precious and
wonderful blesings, that the soul, filled with these divine revela-
tions respecting Jesux, gladly trusts Inm as Heaven's Redeemer
from death, «nd for glory.

But if the Scriptureamove to faith by revealing Christ, they also
ersuade to this grace by precious promices, und cogant arguments.
f the simner 13 bardened, and weary, and sorely in need of rest, they

represent Chreist as saying, ** Como unto me, all ye that labour and
are hicavy laden, and I will give you rest.”  If the transgressor 13
deeply convicted of sin, and profoundhy conscious of his own il
desert, the Divine Wond encourages o by the declumtions - ¢ The
Son of Man came to scek and to aave that winch was lost.”  ** T'lus
18 a faithful aasing and worthy of all acceptation that Chnst Jesus
came into the world to save ginners.”  Ifthe evil doer has wandered
far and separated long from God and is doubtful as ta whether Chinst
will receive hun, Holy Wit assures him m words like theze, * Let
the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts
and let him veturn wnto the Lord and He will have wmerey upon him,
unto our God, for He will abundantly pardon.” - H. 6. Hur, D.D,,
in tho Christian Observer.



