
THE M1INISTRY FOR THE TIMES.

te tiiese wretchod inatorini things on tho part of thoir people. If tho one tliink
more, the other ivili bc glad to think lese. Ozie thing bs evident, at least, that if
Clîurchcs which aro content te give their nîjuiisters incomes whlîi a high-class
artizazi would despiso, yct expect them te o bc oin of proved ability and experi-
once, thecy have the unj nat spirit of ono who would reap wliere ho had net sown,
and gather whiere lie hiad not Strawed.

II)EAL MINISTERS.

But if much of the truc power of the iministry depcnds upon the Churches, stili.
more depends upon ourselves. Oumr churches nmay ixuprove our surroundings, but
they cannot give us soul ; and 'vithout soul wvo arc nothing. Wue niust bc living
mien, miot niere officiais ; preachers inspired by a. holy passion, not hirelings anxious
respectably to, diseharge an appointed function ; prophtts acting under a Divine
neccssity, not stipendiaries wvorking for oui, mess of pottage,-if ive are to move
this grencration, or, in truth, ainy generat;on. The diviniity wvhich once did liedge
even the office of the preacher, tlîoughi it is not, altogether a thiùg of the past,
counts for littie iii an age whichi shows a stern duteriiuination to geL at the root of
things, attaches slighit importance to prescriptioni and precedent, and lias a special
ple-asure in tearing the mask off impostures, hiowever venerable.

Mon pro)ud of the littie brief autlmority in whlîi they fancy thenmselves dressed,
and eagerly clutchincg at ail its prerogatives ; in whlo have wrapped the Nessus-
shirt of tradition and routine so closcly round them, that it hias poisoned the very
springs of life and power, wvill sec the age pass on, unheeding them or thoir pro-
pliecies against the inîipiety whiclh dares to despise their dlaims. But truc mon,
whio have lmnnan hiearts ivlichi have beemi fired by contact mith the lieart of Christ;
who are posscssed by a passionate love of truth whichi inakes their. its servants,
ready to sacrifice al for its sake, and fultof a hoiy zeal for the salvation of souls,
tri wichl nothing is inipossible ; wlho preach because they caniiot bo silent, and
preacli not barren speculations or liimunbling confessions of their own doubts and
uncertainties, but thiat which they themselves have feit, and hiandled, and tasted,
of the good Word of Life-way dIo a. work in our day as great as that of Peîîtecost
itself. That. Thou wilt send sucli labourers into Thy vineyard, we beseech Thee to
hear us, O Lord!

OUR OPPORTUNImES-.

Brethren, if the wark of the day is surrounded with great difficulties, possibly
even with serious peril, it is fulil of grand opportunities, which it is for us to cul-
tivato wisely. Boast as the enemies of our faith may, this nation hias net beceme
anti-Clîristian, but is raLlier in a state of mind and feeling which, if rightly iii-
proved, will issue in a development of true Christian power such as has been seemi
at no * former period. It is weary of inuch that has usurped the naine of Christian-
ity ; weary of formas frein which the spirit lias departed, and grand naines Nvhich
have ceased to represent living realities; weary of burdens laid onl men's hearts and
consciences by Ohurcli authority and humian. law ; weary of endiess strifes about
mint and anise and cummnin, to the neglect of the weiglitier mnatters of the law ;
weary of a faith that does net justify itself by its works, and holy feelings that
are net incarnated in a holy life. But it can recognize and honeur a religion
inspired by the spirit of love and power, and of a 9iound mnd. stili; iL appreciates
the nobility of priuciple, and is won by the beauty of goodziessa; iL will listen to
the pleadings of a true faith, and will bow befere the majesty ef love, and above
ail, iL is wondrously swayed by the foi:-e ef enthusiasin.

MEN FOPL THE Tim~.

To deal with a people like this, with intellect se active, spirit sn independent,
and temper se proud. se hzrd te împress, but se mighty when once its si-rings of


