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‘“ And as he reasoned of rightecousness, fem-,
perance, and judgement to come, Felix trembled,
and answered, Go thy way for this time. when I
have a convenient season, I will send for thee.” '~
AcTs xx1v. 23,

‘THE Jews at Thessalonica spoke with much
ore truth than they were aware of, when, in
" diseribing the first introduction of Christianity
into Furope, they exclaimed. “ These that
have turred the wald upside down have
come hither also.”  Christianity did turn the
world upside down ; and that not before it
needed turning. Lverywhere around were
seen the tokens of spiritnal disorder: men
were judged of by telse standards, actions
were weighed in deceitful balances, laws were
framed on erroneous nrincinles, and every
thing denoted that the moral world had flown
from off s centre, or, under the action of
some strange disturbances, had travelled far
out of its appoiuted orbit. The time was
some; therefore, when it was needful that a
chage should pass over the spirits of men;
that thete should be, not a revolution of
thought alone, but a recasting of language.
Moral gualities were losing all their distinct-
ness, by being called out of their proper
names s eieh delighted “ to call evil good, and
to call good evil 5 to put darkness for light,
and light for darkness$ to put bitter for
sweet, and to put sweet for bitter.”

But Christianity gave mankind a new voc-
abulary, taught tem the right use of lan-
guage, and mwade words to become (what
‘they could scarcely hate said to have been
before) the true representatives of thoughts
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and things. No purpose, efther in polities
or morals, secms to be answered by such con-
ventions, as that a great general should or-
dinarily mean a great curse; that the most
terrific scourge which can afflict hum:mixyy
should e discribed as the glory of a nation's
arms ¢ that we should call a man high spirited,.
when we mean to say he is resentful  or pro-
claim him destitute of spirit, because he aims
to recemble the meek and lowly Jesus. De-
lusions tike these, however, never want either
for advoentes among tenchers, or partisans
among the taught. In every age there aro
to be found those who would ** say to the
seers, see not, and to the prophets, prophesy
not unto us right things; speak unto ns
smooth things, prophesy deceits;” and, on
the other hand, there have rarely been want-
ing prophets, who, in compliance wit! such
infatuated request, have been willing to pro-
phesy their people into smooth destraction,
and have been careful only that they should
die an easy death,

Not 80, however, the great apostie of the
Gentiles; he would be a prophet in chains.
and, before those *in high places,” was bold
to denounce ¢ epiritual wickedness.” He
would neither prophesy deceits to obtain his
own deliverance, nor smooth things to con-
ciliate his judge. e was one of those who
was to “ tam the world upside down,” and,
therefore, was only pursuing his vocation
when he turned a judgment-halt into a sano-
tuary, and made a pulpit of the prisoner’s bar;
shewing how the accused might arraign bis
judge, and the judge be made %o to tremble
on his own tribunal, that he was glad to wave
the man of chains away saying, * Go thy way



