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At the close of the watr. sud when Goul ha d
given the people rest, Joshua dis.misse4 the
men of Iteuben, Gad snd the haif tribe of
Manasseh, giviug them a full share of the
spoil, and cltarging them ta keep the statutes
of the Lord. On returuiug homne they re-
solved to erect a large sItar oni the eust side
Jordan, near the p lace of the passage1 ta show
in ail time that they had part and lot in the
warship offered Jehovah at Shiloh an the
west Bide of Jordan. The act may not have
been necessary; it msy not have been pru-
dent, for it nitght have led to idolatry; but it
wus perfurmed with gaod motives. Sa soon,
however, as their brethern an the west side
heard what had becu doue, they determined
ta inflict, summary punishanent upon the scp
posed would be idoisters. On second thought
tbey agreed first ta send a commission af in-
quiry.a These cammissioners did their work
most sithfuiiy. Assuming that the strange
sitar iniplied a strange worship their Ian-
guage was bold and unspaken, for they had
a zeal for the Lard of alosts. Yet mark their
affection in v. 19.-The reply of the accused
is a mode! in its wsy. They did flot recri-
minate. They said nothing about liaasty
judgmeuts, waut of charity, &c. Thev sim-
ply make a statement of what their design
wss and af what it was nat. They repudiste
the thaught that they iutended ta commence
a rival worship. On the contrsry, their de-
sign was that it might ho an enduring wit-
neas that thev had part with their western
brethren in Al the sacrifices offered upon the
sitar of Jehovah before Shiioh, and that they
havesa righit tojaoin with lsrael in ahl their
public religious solemnities. This explana-
tien was entireiy satisfactory ta Phinehas and
the ten ' resta. They regarded iLas au evi-
dence that the Lord *was amoug the people.
And the repor't they brought back ta Shilah
caused ,joyý throughout the land.

Tbis incident in Isiraelitish history certainly
presents the people in a most favorable light.
The zeal for the Lord of Hasts. the determina-
tion to suppresa the tiret appýearance of idala-
try, the seuding of a commission of enquiry
instead of at once gaing ta war, the faithful
yet tender speakiug of the accusers, and the
reply of the accused-go ta show that at this
period the fear of the Lord was befere the
people. Would that it had been thus in ail
aubsequent times h

LEswONS.

1. 'We should be jealous for the honour o
God. We should flotashow even the tendereat
earthly ties ta keep us from speaking when
we should speak ir the way of reb-iking sin.

2. Let us flot farmn an uncharitable view of
tihe canduct af others, if such conduet can at
ail be explained in cousistency with a re--
ligious ite. Before pronauncing judgment,
we shouid enquire. And while it may be our
duty ta enquire, and ta enquire faithfully, let
us do se teuderly, lovingly. And let us re.
jaice with true joy wheu ail ground of sus-
picion is reusoved, and when what at firet
uight seemed ta b. prampted. b y evil motives
is shown ta have been prempted bygod

3. When brethren speak to us in the wav
of rebuke, because they suppose we aire daing
wrong when we are duing right, let us flot
recriminste but mnake ail the explanation
nccessary, that they aud we may rejoice
together.

THIRD SABBATII.

SU]RjECT: -Joshua', Waring, Jashua
23: 11-16.

The g9ad and graudly heraic Jashua was
riow about ta iay down the burdens sud
honours of a long and most usefuil ite. The
warangs recarded in this chapter were tittered
about 14 years after the conquest of Canasn,
ard 7 vears atler the division of the land by
lot. R-e spake ta " ail asel - as represeuted
by the Eiders sud leading men of aIl the
tribes. He persuades the people by the re-
membrance af former benefits, by gracions
promises, sud by solemn thresteuings.

V. Il -To love God is the end ard t!-
ment of the law; iL le the sum of aIl duty.
See Deut. 6: 5; Mlatt. P2: 37. This is a
warning that applies ta every chiid sud ta
every human beiug. Show how lave is at the
roat af ail gaod deeds. It binds us ta God
aud te each ' other and makes life bright and
jayaus.

Vv. 12-13.-See lu v. 10 the bless*ng that
would came thraugh obedieuce. lu 12, 13 we
see what the other course would lead ta.
There was etili a straug remuant of the
Cansanites in the lsud. If the Lord's people
became frieudly with them there would be
interniarriages, snd the effect would be ter-
rible disasters.

They were strictly forbiddeu ta foai auy
alliances with the idolatrous natives;.see Ex.
23: 32, 33, aud Ex. 34: 11-17. It [s traie
wasdam ta shuu the beginnings of sin sud the
temptatiaus ta it. No temptatian is mare
dangerous than ungadly campanions. If ïyou
canuat do good ta such, avoid theux for >they
are sure ta do yau harm, Ilacquaiutance,
frieudship sud marris ge with ,ersons of no
religion, or of false religion, hatre generally
been progressive steps towarls spostacy on
the part of the miere professer of religion,"
aud tawards coldness, uselessness and dis-
comfart on the part even of the true believer,
(Scott.) The h.sstory of lsrael for thirty cen-
turies is a melancholy proof sud illustration
of the text, v. 14-16. "lThe way of ail tihe
earth "--death and the grave.

As Gad is faithful iu Mis promises so Me
will nattfai!lu is i thresteniugs. As bis love
is infinite, s0 is His, justice, snd s0 is His
truth. See Dan. 9: 12-14.

God's promises and threateuings are as ap-
plicable ta us as ta Hia people of aid. Se.
Heb. 2: 1-4.

FOURTH SABBATH.

SUZSJECTr: - Reriew - God's Mercies do
laraei, Joshua, 24: 1-13. Golden Text, Ps.
107: 8.

Thse [ast Sabbath of the quarter is always


