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THE SUPREME COURT.

tissue write of habeas corpus, for the

Purpose of an inquiry into Vile cause of
'Conmitment in any criminal case, under

lily Act of Canada, or in any case of

'lemand for extradition under any treaty
<Secs. 51 and 49).

5. Judicial Opinioni to t/he (Irown.
'The Governor in Council may refer Vo Vile

1%upreme Court, for hearing, and considera-

tion, any niatter whatsoever, and the

Court shall thereupon hear and consider

the same, and certify their opinion Vo *o i

'Governor. But any judge or judges who

14ay*differ from Vile majority may in like

blanner certify hie or tileir opinion Vo Vile

qGovemnor (sec. 52). This provision, ex-

'-ept as Vo Vile opinions of the minority, ie

linilar Vo Vhe 4Vil clause of tile Englisil

?rivy Council Act of 1833 (3 & 4 Wm.

4th, o. 41), and provides for Vile Supreme

'Court performing Vile delicate and impor-

*111V duties which in England appertain

to Vile Judicial Committee of Vile Privy

Council. There je no limit Vo Vile extent

&?ad variety of mattere referable under

this clause of the Act, and Vthe Crown

lbay thus obtain thle judicial opinions

«> Vile j ud gee in matters noV falling with-

~it Vile range of ordinary legal juriediction.

11 England, it would appear from Vile

,Ported cases, that ini practice Vile juris-

diction lias only extended Vo advising Vile

COwn Vo grant leave Vo, appeal in cases
Wh1ere appeals did not ordinarily lie, and

casees not strictly appealable grievances.

Tuhe Supreme Court of Vile United States

%iOO after its esVablishlmenV announced

t4t'a it could only be called upon Vo decide

eoQlltroversies brougilt before iV as a legal

&4ibunal, and Vilat its judges were Vilere-

'OreS hound Vo abstain from extra-judicial

ePirions on treaties or pointe of Iaw,

l"VBll Vilougil solemnly requested by Vile

%Ocutivs.
6. Private Bill8 and Pet itions therefor.

rZhe Supreme Court, or any two judges
thteleof, are Vo examine and rePort upon

%4Y private bil, or peViVion for a private

bihy when referred Vo the Court by thle
Senate or Hbuse of Commone (sec. 53).
This duty is ini some, measure analogous
Vo that under which. the Ontario Judgee
are required by 34 Vict. c. 7, and 38 Vict.
c. 7y Ont., Vo report in respect of any
IlEstate Bille " or petitions -therefor,
which may be referred Vo, them by the

Legislative Assembly. The experience
of the Ontario Parliament je favourable Vo

investigations by such independent judi-

cial officers; and the Supreme Court in

this department of its work will noV only
materially aid the legielative functioLs of
Parliament, but may prevent the passing
of private bills whicil clearly belong Vo,

Vthe j urisdiction of the local houses.
In England, the bouse of Lords', having
the constitutional riglit Vo consuit the

judges and law officere of the Crowu in

matters of law, bas a standing order

under which "lEstate Billse" are referred
Vo, any two judges to examine and report
their opinion thereon, unless where the
Estate Bill has been settled in the Court
of Chancer.y. But bills affecting cilarity
estates are referred to, the .Attorney-
General, and no sucil bill cau be read a
second time until a report lias been re-

ceived by Vthe House from that officer.
7. Constitutional Interpretation. À

furtiler jurisdiction-which muet await

confirmatory legisiation by the Provincial
Legilatures-relates Vo suite, actions or

proceedinge in whicl Vile parties by their
pleadinge have raieed Vthe question of Vthe

validity of a Dominion or a Provincial

Act, when in Vile opinion of a judge of

the court in wilich Vthe same are pending

sucil question je material; in which cae,

sucli judge shail order Vthe case Vo be
removed Vo Vhe Supreme Court, where
Vile question shail be decided ; and after
decision by thle Supreme Court, the case

shail be sent back with a copy of thle
judgment Vo, the court or judge 'whence
it came, Vo, be then deait with (secs. 5 4, 5 6

and 57). This pro-vision allows ail civil


