
*r under a bed." Many a lonely hcart
bas been cheered by a very littie lamp.
Our lighit may be to some tempcst
tossed soul what the north star is to
,one lost in the desert or in the forest, it
rnay guide some weary wanderer to a
1haven of rest.

Our littie duty, smali though ic be,
înay be the littie leaven irn the littie
lump of some one else, or the mustard
seed that, if properly riourishcd, will
,grow to be a large plant.

Are we wiliing to be responsible for
the withholding of the talent God has
given us? and to rcturn it to him un-
used ? If we do, wiii it flot be taken
from us and giveni to one more faithful?

Our manna may be furnished each
dlay as was the manna of oid. If so, it
must be used when given, or on the
iorrow it may be of no account. An

opportunity once gone is gone forever,
and uriless our work is given to an-
other, there is a iink missing which can
neyer be repiaced. Who can estimate
the loss to, the worid of one littie duty
left undone ?

.Do we say, "Send some one cisc, O
Lord, but tiot me ?" and thus rebel
against God's comma.. Do we feel
in comipetent ? Then we arc doubting
4tod's judgment or the strcngth of his
sustaining arm.

Peïhaps our powerb have been wcak-
ened by inactivity, or by being used in
a way that Cod docs not approve. As
the physical strength is incrcased by
judiejous exercise, so is the spiritual,
The uinused muscle is aimobt power-
lcss, or our supposed inability may be
eaused by lack of effort. Wc do flot
wish to be outstrippcd by others in
domestie or inteliectuai pursuits, but
seem to, think ià a i.,reai 'rtue to, plead
iittientss and uselcssness in society
work of any kind. We Jead ourselves
and sometimes uthers to think that wc
irealIy cannot do anything, whcn by
arousing ourseives to aciion, wc and
those around us, are often astonishied
to sec what can be donc by a very littie
,exertion.

But you say "What is my dut) ?» In
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what line docs God wish me to, work ?
I wiil answer in the language of the
Bible: "If any of you lack wisdom, let
himi ask of God that giveth to ail men
iiberally, and upbraideth floi, and it
shall le given him." "And ail things
whatsoever ' e sh ail ask in prayer, be-
iicving yc shall receive." -Ask and it
shall be given you; seck and ye shall
find ; knock and it shall be opcncd un-
to you." \',/e must flot stand idiy by.
Wc must ask and scck and knock for
ourseives, or we may receive nothing.

And again, "Even so, faith, if it bath
not works, is dead -being alone." AI-
though wvc ask in faith and receive, wve
must work We must carry out the
impressions we have rcceived in answer
to our prayers. We must aiso be care-
fui that we have flot given the answcr
ourselves that wve desircd instead of
waitingy for divine directions. Yc ask
and receive flot because ye ask amiss.

But we say, "I cannot carry out the
desire of my heart, I know what should
be donc but I cannot do it." "Wait
upon the Lord and he will renewv thy
strcng th." "God is our refuge and our
strength." If we do our part, we , -ii
have strength for every duty requi'retl
of us.

Now, with God for our teacher, our
refuge and our strength, what more can
wc ask ? Just this, "Lord, heal me of
mine infirmity," and he wiii heal us.

If we have strvngth and faith ane a
desire to work, tit ncxt step iq action.

Then sow, for the hours are fleeting,
And the seed must fali to-day,

And care flot what hand shail reap it,
Or if we shall bave passed away

Before the waving cornfield
Shall have gladdened the summer day.»

ILet us flot be discouragcd if we do
not sec the fruits of our labor at once.
Rernember, "Paul may plant and
Apoihis water but Cod shall give the in-
crease," ani he wiil do so, in his own
good lime if we are faithful to, our
trust. K.

A rec. nt invention is a cradie which rocks
bv clockwork mecha,,isna and at the samne lime
plays baby tuflvF.
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