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ever the iînost extended and mnultifarious interests. On- the part of' God
hoe is charged witli the vindication of the hionours of bis thronc and the
rights of bis govcrnmient, and in the prosecution of tlîis lig-li commission
is brouglit up to a near mental view of the ineffable glories of' thd eternal
Godhcad, and is conversant wvitlî scornes and objeets that aive, and thrill,
and charin the hcavenly world. Whien lie pleads for God lie is called to

contemplation of tixe niost surprising benignity, the inost inimitable
love, and the miost affecting condcscension, al, however, xisrepresentcd
and nbused, and scoraed, ii this fallen, iorld ; and when holi plcads withi
mnan lie pleads with an iimiortal bcing, convictcd of trenson against the
goveriimient of God, and condemined for bis crimes to a state of punishi-
ment for whiclh, irrespective of the Gospel, there is no relief; and to, whieh
there can hc no terinaLtion. Rie nects ixu at a moment whien, fQr any.
thing that is known, it mnay be, thien or neyer to escape fromn îmipending
ruia. l'o find that bis message mecets with. no accordant rosponse froin
the sinner's hecart; iliat tlic apathy of dcath lias spreacl itself over ail bis
fhculties, or the keen rescntmients of injured pride have prcpared him for
a fiat donial. of' tie dlaims of God, wlvhat can ho more solexnn or impressivo
than the crisis ? )liat a, timie for the hicavings of emnotion and tixe plcnd-
ings of love! Oan hoe view suchi a scene and niaintain, a pbilosophical
composuire ? This is a foBlowmnn, oadowed withl the samie susceptibility
to pain and pliasure with, himself. Must hoe ho shut out of hleaven?
Must lie bear no part iii the sweet and immnortal song.s that vill ho chnnted
ln that hxappy world ? Must bis oye ever wecp, and his bosom heave witli
grief, and tho waves of' eternal. sorrow dash and roll over bis friîghtened
and fainting spirit ? Hlere is a pardon written out and sealed with blood
benring flic impress of tho cross, and proffecd on terins the most gracious
and condescendingr; but hoe rejeets it. EHo is standing on the jutting and
slipliery edge of that deep abyss whocre billows of fire are rolling, and the
slightest hreath of God's anger iiiay at any moment sweep hlmi from his
position, and hury Mim in the flood hclow. lias the messeriger Who is
sont to 'wara iian of bis danger, and plead with hini to escape, no reason
for emotion ? Is no occasion given to bis henrt to dissolve and bis oe
to weep ? The henevolence of the Gospel can. execute no comnmission like
thxis, and leave flic heart unsofcenccl by its influence.

The su/J'ct zngs of Christ are the central1 point from whicli the hrighl-'
heams of the Gospel ail radiate and diverge. The preacîxer of the Gosp
must therefore, ho ol'ten at the cross. H1e must look upon the bleedin..

sacrifice, and take aceount of' the doings of that drcadful lbour whien tIi

powers of darkness werc unchained, and Christ was dovoted a victimn t

,their ra-c. In the circumstanccs attcnding the Lragedy of bis dcath, tIh


