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perfectly understoo by me. 1 looked
ubont me with al® the cyes I had, but
neither Tippo Sultaun nor his sous, nor my
Lord Cornwallis, could 1 see ; but only a
few ugly figures in waxwork, not \vorth
looking at. ¢ Do notlook so disappointed,”
said my grandfather, ¢ the showman has
done no more than the man did with your
nuts, he has put the best on the ontside.

There was, oathe platform of the show, a
man dressed very gaily in blue, yellow, aund
crimson colours, acting the part of a clown,
He had such a glow on his checks, told so
man{ droll tales, did 2o many comical tricks,
aud laughed so loudly, that 1 thought he
must surely be one of the happiest of men.
My grandfather drew him on ove side, and
good-naturedly asked him if he was as
healthy,and as happy, ashe appeared to be?
* 0O Sir,” replied he, ¢swould that I were !
‘U'he colour on my checksis only paint; and
though 1 may in appearauce be happy, Lam
miserable. I can make others laugh, but 1
cannot laugh in reality myself, It is the
beaviest punishment in the world to be
obliged to appear happy, when the heartis
sad. 'The truth is, Sir, £ am obliged te do,
what three parts of the world are dving, 1
put the best on the outside.”

« Well " thought L, ¢ never should 1
have, kiown this had it not beea for my
grandfather, but T will not forget it:” so, as
1 walked along, 1 noticed the things around
me., There was an old woman selling ginger-
bread, but Isaw that the pieces on the top
had gold upon them. to entice the young
people to buy; but when she moved them
away, the gingerbread under them had no
gold upou it. ¢ Stop, grandfather I suid
1, «for here is another person who puts
the best on the outside,”

My grandfather had promised to buy me
a pair of gloves; so lie went to a fine shop,
where he saw not only gloves, but almost
every thing else in the window, spread out
so finely, that I thought there never could
be a better shop to buy gloves at. Alas!
how different was the inside of the shop
to the outside! The outside appearance
was light and clean , aud all the articles
were tastefully arranged : the inside was
dark and dirty, and so crowded withdifferent
things that it id not appear to belong to so
handsonie a window. 1 said nothing when
my grandfather bought my gloves, but I
thought to myself, ” Well ¢ this is the old
game over aguin; they have learned also
to put the best on the ontside.”

Just before we left the murket, hearing a
man speaking #loud, we peeped into & shop,
and saw au auctioneer standing up at a little
desk, witha small hammer in his hand ; and
Okt how he did talk away! e made it

appoar that all lis articles were the most
valuzble of the kind in the world; that he
caze thercoa purposz to oblige his customenrs,
by sefling bis gouds ut less than half their
value; apd that every wise wman tn the'L

compuny trould lay out all his money in
buying up *he bargains he had to dispose of !

'wo or three times 1 jugged my grandfa-
ther by the elbow to buy something, but he
only stuopaid down and whispered in my car,
“Why, my boy cannot you see that this
mun is putting the best on the ontside?”

Az we walked home, my grandfather Gre
gory talked to me about what we had no-
ticed, and made many remarks that I have
since found to be very true. ¢ What you
have seen to day 7 said he, “is only a spe-
cimen of what you will find generally in the
world. Accorging to their own account, my
gracer has the hest teannd sugar ; my butch-
er sells the best meat; my tailor makes the
best clothes; and,if you were toask thechim-
ney-sweeper whomn Nancy Bell kindly
taught to read, who was the fiest in his way
of business, he would directly tell you thatno
onein the workl could sweep a chimuey
better than himaself, 1o short, it isso gene-
tal 2 thing in business, that theie are very
few to be found who da not on all occasions
putthe best an the outside.

*Not only is this the casein business, but
in other things. Otten will you meet with
persous who talk very tinely on a variety of
subjects on which, after all, they are very ig-
norant, they know nothing but the names
af the books, they allude to; and as for the
great people of wham they talk so {reely,
they only know some of them by sight, and
others not at all. A wise man is usually
somewhat slow of speech, and therefore you
must never think that he who talks the
longest, and the loudest, is the wisest man.
When you meet then with a very loud and
a very fast walker, call to miud the auction-
cer that you have just heard, and say to
yourself, ¢ I am afraid this man is one who
puts the best on the outside.’

¢ Old and young practise this deception ;
the old through habit, the young through
education : both from the evil naturally
the heartof mar. How many a clild s cor-
sected for not behaving well betore others,
who is hardly ever corrected on any other
occasion ; thus the poor thing is encouraged
from his earliest years in appearig to be
what heisnot, and in putting the best on the
outside.

¢ When a boy behaves well while his pa-
rents are with him, and disobeys their com.
mands if they are absent; when a servant
acts honestly before his master, and robs him
behind his back ! whes a friend promises to
do for another what 1t i not his mtenton to
perform: in all these cases the sume decep-
tion is practised : they all put the best on the
outside.

As my grandfather was talking, we were
overtaken by a servant girl and 4 young man
who, like ourselves, hiad been at the market,
The servant gi- had on a light blue spencer,
and ribands of all coldurs Hlying about her;

the young man wes dressed ia what is called

a dashing manner, and was nota whitbehin,
hand with his showy companion,

* Ay lay I” said my grandtather, shakir
his head, ** there they go, and bravely a
they dressed ; but 1 had rather see Josep
in his clean frock and Sally in her russe
gown, for all that. Dearly do [ loveto se
peoplehappy,and ata holiday time we shoul
notbe severe to mark any little addition tha
may be thought necessary to make youn
people smart; but, after all, there is mucl
dunger in wearing fine clothes. I have no
yet forgotten the days of my youth, when |
thought a. much of wy frilled shirt and ruf-
fles, us Joseph and Sa{ly do now of their fine
apparel, aud therefore am inclined to be very
indulgent ; still, as ¥ suid betore, fine clothes
are a sad snare to many people. Many 3
young man, and many & young womaa have
had reason to regret their error of putting the
best on the outside; for when once the best
coat aud the best gown have been worn for
some time, it is a very hard thing to put oa
shabbier clothing. © To dress suitably with
our station in hife will keep many a sorrow
fromourhearts. Remember thatit wasthe
advice of your graudfather Gregory, that
you should leave others to muke themselves
fine, and remain contented in being yonrseli
neatand clean,

“ Willingly to deceire others by out con-
duct, is putting the best on the outside. ‘Tins,
however blamable in other things, is st
more so in all cases in which we should act
as christiuns.

“¢'To pretend to be rich when we are poor,
and to be wise when we are ignorant, is bad
enough; but to affect to be religivus when
we know that we neither love God nor are
anxious to keep his commandments, is much
worse. Ilypocrisy, inthis respect. is doubly
sinful ; for it it be a sin to pretend 1o luve
wen when we hate them, how much greater
is the sin to pretend to love God, whenin
our hearts weduspise his laws! Run into no
error that you can avoid, but especizily do
not rua into this. Of all disguises thata
man can paton to assist him intaking advan-
tage of lus fellow-creatures, the disguise of
hypocrisy is the worst, and perhaps will be
the most severely punished. Do not then,
1 beseech you, in this respect put the best on
the outside,

** Pass through the world as you have
passed through the market; find innocent
amusement where you can, and Keep your
eyes open ta observe the errors of others; for,
when we see a neighbour with his stackings
splashed up to his kuees, it sometimes re-
winds us that weought to take a peep at our
own,

* § have almost preached you a sermon
already, and yet 1 must add a little more, for
when old men begin to talk, they generally

find a good deal to say; and, perhaps, itis |

all well that they do, for one half of it onl
may not be remembered an hour after it 13
spoken; X do not however think that you




