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IF we have ever seen the potter at his wheel, moulding a rude
lump of clay into an ornamental or useful vesse], we cannot

wonder that this striking hiandicraft should have yielded to liter-
ature, botlî ancient and modern, many3 an illustration. As we
v;atch the ease wvitl w'hich the dlay responds to every touch of
the p)oUer's hand, takes on a succession of symmetrical, shapes,
changes froîn a shapeless mazss itito a vessel of inte ligent dlesign,
wve alznost fancy that it is iinstinct, wvith the life and thought of the
maker. No art is more beautiful or more suggec'tive, and ini very
early tiînes the relation between the potter and the dlay wvas feit
to be a titting illustration of the relation between God and mani.

The figu- e of the potter's w'heel a,- an illustra-tion of luman
life originated in the Etist, and we can easily understand how it
wvou1d appeal to the Oriental mind with subtie force, for fatalism
finds its native soul in the East. There, man is thought of as
niere plastie dlay in the hands of the potter, and God as the
absolutely sovereign ar!;iAter of human destiny. This is not to
the same extent the thought of thne Western woild. With us life
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