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advice with respect to tbe trials and tempta.
tions to which tbey were continually ex-
posed, hie proceeds at once to the matter
whicb lay on bis beart-that they sbould be
" doers of the word, and flot hearers only."
And hie presses this upon thein by three
illustrations.

i. That of a gift.
Imagine a man wbose whole property bas

been destroyed by tire, who has escaped
hiniseif, but the loss of everything he pos-
sessed. Then hie lu forlorn and destitute
in the world, bard work and poverty before
bim. Is there anything that could make a
man of him, and set hum at once on the road
to consfort and prosperity? Yes, a gift will
do it. Let an estate be given hlm, or a busi-
ness made over to him, or a suin of money,
be placed to bis account, and bis fortunes
rnay sono be retrieved. But bow? lly the
use oftbe gift. As long as the estate lie un-
cared for, 'ar tbe business neglected, or the
money allowed to lie idie, hoe will be none
tbe better for it.

And so to fallen, ruined man, there cornes
a gift for the purpose of making him a new
creature in order to raise hîru front the con-
dition of a beggar to that of a prince, a son
of God. i Sai. 2. 8 ; John 1. 12. "0f bis
own will begat bie us with the word ot truth,
"the word of the Gospel"I (sec the last les-
son) concerning the Lord Jesus Christ. This
is a " good " and " perfect"I gift coming
front above. V'er. 17. But it mnust be used.
If a man continues to live as a beggar, of
wbat use is it that hie bas been muade a
prince ?

2. ihat of a power.
Suppose that a man neglects bis estate, or

bis business, s0 no profit cornes front it. He
might plead that hie hadt not power to iiru-
prove it ; ibat hie was a hoîpless sufferer,
unfit for work of any kind. And such a pie
would be valid. But if at the saine turne an
infallible means of cure be given hlm,
strength and vigor and ability for work
may become his. But on what condition ?
On this condition :tbat the cure be re-
ceived and used. Otherwise itwill avail hlm
nothing.

And the " word of the Gospeý l s not
merely a gift, where a man la rai sed to a
position of dignity and blessing; it is power
entering into the beart. It is " the implanted
word, able to save your souls." "I1 saw sal-
vation," said a young girl speaking of the
moment when she beard the "lword of tbe
Gospel," and bier heart opened to receive
tbe gracious gift of God, " but I did not sec
tbe 1file." Tbe word bold bier that Christ had
died for her sins-that she believed ;it told
ber also that ste ought to lead a new life-
and bow t0 do that sbte could flot tell. But
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receiving tbe word 'lwith meekness I she
soon found tbat it was a power, able 10 savle,
not only frontthe old condition of guilt, but
fromt the old flfe of self. Thus receiving it,
she becomes a doer of the word.

3. That of a mirror.
The glass in which a man beholds him-i

self shows hirn when anything is wanting to
bis appearance which îîîay be supplied. He
may look aud forget, or hie may look and act
accordingly. Unless hie do the latter the
mirror is of no use to him.

The " word of the Gospel" cornes to taise
a man lu the position of a "Son of God;
10 give hlîîî power to live as a ",Son ot God,
and tu sbow hlm what is lacking 10 his ap-
pearance and life as a "sou of God."
[bus it is a gift, a power, and ai mirror, but
only effectuaI wben used-doue as avel as
beard.

If a sick man, in raga were to hoas that
bie possessed a fine esiate, an infallible
inans of cure, and a mirror to show hirn
m bat lie ought to be, it avoul l he ba i îir
credit bis story. ht s as hird to brunee th«it
hoe wbo ta not a "doer of the word"I has ever
reaily received it.

BEREAN METHODS.
Ilinis for Illme Teliirm, MSleeimm immt Ile

Let tbe lesson ho read in botb veraions.îbe
old and the Revised ;one section of the
teachers' mneeting reiding a verse front the
old version, and another, or a single reader,
giving the sanie verse from the iîew. Notice
the corrections ofthie l{evised Version...
Keep in mind Janies' pîîrpose, ont 10 speak
of tue Gospel iii ils essence as an e\perieîice,
but in ils outward aspect as alhie.... lirfine
the use of the following expressions, and
their special reference in this lesson: /'ai//,,
of /z~/t;s/uilo 0!/îu;j;, l,'iil.
il hir r ealtrr'; riirhIeouîsn*ss of God;
sîîniteiliy of Iiiuu&'/î/neîs,cgq.4rI/î,i 7voi/,
faie in a g/rss;- /tlw oft libru/y; pure ri'-
lýic/aur etc.akirg the Golden Text ais
the key, notice first, what tbings aie for-
bidden, taking up the verses in order, and
observingits probabilities. .Then,whatthings
atre here required. . Or, take the law of "liber-
ty, IInd see what are the principles of life

which it suggests, as bere illustrated. (Sec
Additional Practical Lessons). -. Our lesson
shows the servant of Christ in various rela-
tions, au shown in the Analytical and BibI.
cal Outline.... .A gond way to begin the
lesson in the dlais would be by showing a
small hand - mirror, and talking about
it, as i n verses 22.25.... ILLUSTRATION.
The wife of a drunkard once found bier
husband in filîhy condition, with tori
clothes, matted hair, bruised face, asleep in
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