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nearly îinglzic it a seini-consonant. That it wvas not a plurely
consoiiiit-il souiîd is plain, for the followiuig reasolis:

1. Thli sinie svrii for it and v wvas used iii elassical Latin, and
this sign readily assurned the character of a vowel or consonant.
«We caul olnly iiifer frelin lis thalt tic two Solunds of tuis letter
wcrc closely 80ids tlat the <nie couhi readI(ily paiss into the
other. Under these conditions, does Englishi v or wV best repre-
sent its consonantal souiîd ? We kîiow th.-at the vowel solîud
of u wvas oo ini Latin. Now, what is tie relation of the iv to the
<«0 SOliid ? Bell says : " By a slighlt aqpliulSC of the lips oo
becouîîes the colisolîîant wt." Coîîpa e -c w ivtlîh ei,~ruo
Nvith sc-wi-os. '1'lex attenîpt the saîîcemprio witl the

Eîl v1 rsound instead of 'w, aîîd notice Iiow îiuchl greater the
transitionî is froin one souiîd to the otiier. Th'le reason is plain:
in the one case, it is passiîig frein a vowel to a senîi-v'oNel; the
other is psigfroliî a vowel to a conson.-nt: or u îmd Iv are
both la] ials, where.as -v is a Libo-dentffl.

2. Whicil of the two souiis înust, Ncve re Iiiqis and ill al
words wviere the coin]>iiiaIti>i qnt occurs ? That is,which coalesces
inost readily wvitli the K sound, v or w ? Shil We say .Kvis or
Ki.'s?

3. Note Befl's stteniieit: "' Whcnl wm is liefore oo, the coin-
bliation is rather dificuit froein the littlc Scope thie organs bave
for their artic:iflatc aiction. 'Thle -i is, ini consequence, oftcn
Ocnîittcd by carcless speakers: wcool bcconlingy ool." iNow, coin-
parc this fiet wvitl the wvell-knowin tcndcncy in clussical Latin
of r-etaiîingi, 0 Ifter- l, ini.ecr for serrus, quoin for qnum, etc.,
wvhile in ill otiier ca.se-s an o folloiiig a consonant beca1ile u,
*Iccordîngli to a wdf1-l-kownl princiÀpde of vowel reducltion. BclI's
statteliielnt accounits alcclraltely for tlîis fact, if WC regard the
Latin 1- smlnd as' irw th e o wa's pre-Served te avoid the dîfficult
collibinlation )f w1l and 00.

-il v. ad -r wcrc often intecagal i Latin wor(ls: for
cxaiile, .silra, wolrus, mi/u. liad suniilari wVords cOUld liC
cniloyed l'y the pocts, cithier as dissyllales or trisvllables.
Snch n liccîîise cmi onir bu undcrstood on the supp1 osition thiat
the vowvel-solind anîd conscolIlnt-soi)und (if m wcrc iieaiy i-clated.

5. Latin r betwecnl two consonanits feil awavy foi. examplllle,
anzareram c >11tracte( iiit(> amaran, amarissem inito amasscm,
providlens ilito prifdens. TIis contraction is Iikewise iumpossible
Of explationi if v, Wa.s hiere a pure conisoniant.

On ilnost of the othex' Solinds WC Il.-Ic the direct evidenice cf
Latin Graninuarians, fromî 'Jarro, 64 î~cto 1riscian, 570 ~xuas


