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the orga-,n-measure of our Langtiago. Here the weigliit of rnatter and
solidity of rneaning are alinost superlative, being approachied ont1 by
the noble uprighitness of the poelic conception. The unequalled
breaclth and depthi of bis reading enriches but doos flot encumiber
these writings. His epic verses are strong yer* srnootli, wvell-toried
yet true-filed, full of vigor of phrase, yet nowvhere lacking- in close
accuracy of rendering. They possess terseness, v'irilitv, and tru(c

*imaginative strengtlî. We instinctively feel throinrhout the pre-
sence and the power of a poet and a thinker whose gyeliuis wvas
flot born to deal nierely', or habitually, with epliemeral or casual
niatters. Wle say to ourselves alniost unconsciously, liere, inideed,
is one finely equipped Ilto build the lofty r-ime." 'Ne involuntarily'
exciaini, truly liere is a regal poet spletididlv arraveci in ail] the
tgsinzint- rob)es." The fine, solid blatik-vtrse boasts of very mn,-t)
trreat A:Eschylean lines-streaks of gold ni the miassive rock-
wvhicli afford the scholar inexhaustible delighIt. The strong, lofty
thoughit strikes the minc with something of the pleasant awe thiat
a towveringy. promiontory, witlî the clouds on uts browv and the ocean
at its, feet, strikes the vision. His vast range of subject, his %vide
scope, bis infinite v'ariet3', bis compreliensive grasp everywhlere, bis
energy and elasticitv of genius, niark hirn as an intellectual Encela-
dus besidle whose to figfigure the stature of the greatest living
lEnglish poet seenis but that of an ordinary, man, and the reigYningý-
Poct Latireate a veritable Lilliputian.

The tone of the poemns throughiout is demiocratic, in the
primitive and proper sense of that greatly perverted terni ; as
their synipathy goes out unfailingty to the virtuotis lowly. 1 ain
aware dIe Vere has been called an aristocrat. Thiere are m-any
confilict:iig colloquial definitions of this word. and, ovvincg to the
liotercy of uisage, the dictionaries do not afford rnuch aid. lt
does not mean the same thingy in Canaida thiat it means iii the
United States, and in England the Nvord is asinda significancz
quite différent from, and parthy contrarv to, tliat attaclied to it on
this side of the Atlantic. In ordler to nieet this wvide dvrec
of meaningy within iîarrow limiits and briefly to detcriiîiinc wlîethler
tie poet is or is not a 1.ivrt have foriîilated a brace of
severe test questions ; (a) doe-, lie light a lucifer nizitclh by fric-
lion a tcrgo wvitlî his trousers (b) does lie liolcI a cuspidor iii


