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John Morton, or as he wvas more popularly known, Squire

Morton, wvas an aid gentlemian whose ample fortune hiad been lic-
quircd by close attention ta a large wh olesale business, carried on
in a city whicli for coniv2iiience sake we wvill cail Martville. Afteri
several years of successftil commercial life, cluring wvhich timie lie
amassecI wealtb, sufflcient to keep his sniall faminily in princely com-
fort for the remainder of their days, declining bealth begran ta ex-
clude the squire fromi the practice of that strict attention so neces-
sary ta the successful carrying on of extensive miercantile pursuits.
Not having any comipetent relatives ta wvhom lie could entrust bis
v'ast concerns jolhn Morton found it necessary ta retire frà i bus-
iness, s0 wvitlî some reluctance lie wvas induced ta liand over bis
extensive commercial interests ta a wealtby company for a satis-
factory conisideraition.

It wzis the fond expectation of bis family that cessation of the
heavy strain necessitated by diligent care of vast financial affairs
would produce the salutary effect of restoring ta tbe Squire that
vicgoraus strengtbi wvich previously resided iii bis robust constitu-
tion. Hence their repeated imiportunities were ta a great degree
responsible for bis retirenient. Rest, they tboughlt, wvas the only
remiedy neededl, anid the nierchant subrnitted ta its treatment,more

ta satisfy the desires of solicitiaus relatives, than fromr any greats
h ope lie entertainied of bodily improvement.

For one wvho bias long been engagred in active occupation, duli
inact.ivity is not ;îlways c«-lculated-. fo produce beneficial resuits.
Thuts it xvas -vitb the Squire. 'Not having ta attend ta bis usual
eniploym-ents, life began ta lie heavily upon bimi, and day by day
bis health continued ta decline. [lis cbaracteristic sauvity of tefli-

* per gradually grew wvorse, and bis friends begani ta have serious
fears re-rdn is condition. At tbe suggestion of the faniiiily
physician, anc Dr. Merdeiî, a skilftil, but unçcrupulous practition-
er,-Jolin Morton reniaved ta lus country seat at Ma%,-rklynie, whicb

tor a quartei of a century had been the permanent homecstead ofI
the Morton fiarnily. At the death of the Sqnire's fatiier which oc-
curred about eight years previaus, tbe Marklyne property wvas be-
queatbed ta tie only surviving son, wvho liencefortli occupied the

*rural residencc only' during thase sumnuiier nionths in whicbi ibere
cauldl be foxiid ta few %v'eeks relaxation from business. For the


