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THE RURAL CANADIAN,.

FARM AND FIELD.

Bor THE RURAL CANADIAN
WALKS AND TALKS AMONG
FARMERS. NO. X1

Two red-lettor days at the Ontario Agricultural
Qollego, crowded full of * walks and talks,” espe-
oially tho lattor, supply more than sufiicient mate.
rial for this paper, even though it should be some-
what longer than usual. The * Agricultural and
Experiment Union,” as it is called, was in ses.
gion. This organizetion is composed of past and
present officers, students and ex-students of the
College. It now comprises a raembership of over
thres hundred. A convention is held annually ex-
tending over two days, at which questions of
interest pertaining to agriculture, and matters
connected with the welfare and usefulness of the
College, are discussed. These meetings are open
to the public, and ought to be much more largely
attended thun they are by the farmers; they would
be if they were properly alive to their own inter.
ests. On the occasion now referred to, the con-
vention was chiefly made up of students and
graduates, with here and there an older head or
a grey-beard sprinkled in among the * boys,” who
so greatly preponderated.

THE

Tae idea of such a union, by whomsoever
organized, was & wise and happy one. In Col
lege friendships are formed which 1t is well to
keep up in after years. There is much of una.

. yoidable isolation about farm hfe, and whatever

tends in any degree to counteract it is valuable.
1t was pleasant to see with how much cordiality
old class-mates greeted one avother, and how
happy they scemed to be in each other’s society.
Lvidently, there was much of the sympathy that
is born of a common pursuit, and it was particu.
larly interesting to hcar the details of experience,
whether with success or failure, and to note the
eagerness with which these narrations wero
heard by the young brotherhood of expectant or
nevwly-fledged farmers, once more assembled in
the halls of their Alma Mater. Atiachment to
the institution, already existing, is thus fostered
and increased. Much that transpired during the
recent meetings of the Union indicated a warmth
of love to the College which resented unmerited
attacks on it from any and every quarter, while
the question of its future prosperity, which came
up in various forms, roused more enthusiasm
than all the other subjects of discussion that were
presented to tho rssembly. The Ontario Agri-
cultural College has a strong and increasing
body-guard of defenders in the members of this
Union—a fact which augurs well for its future.

Toe programme embraced papers as follow . —
¢« On the Ontario Agricultural College,” by C. H.
F. Major, an ex-student; * Relation of Science
to Agriculture,” by Professor Panton; “Report
of Experiments,” by a Committee of the Union;
«¢ Clover and its Uses,” by Dr. Haro; ¢ Bees,” by
R. F. Holterman, an ex-student; * The Points
of Horses and Breeds,” by Profcssor Greenside,
V.S.; “The Dairy of Canada,” by Professor
Brown; ‘¢ Higher Education of Farmers,” by
J. L. Campbell; an ex-student. All these papers
were forthcoming, duly read, and thoroughly dis.
oussed, with the exception of Dr. Hare's, that
gentleman being unable to tako the part assigned
bim, owing to iliness in bis family. The papers
of Messrs. Major and Campbell went very fully
into the merits and demerits of the College, and
the discussions which arose upon them lcd to the
adoption of & series of resolutions ssking for cer-
tain changes in the rules of the institntion, and
for the appointment of an Advisery Board to sid

she Commissioner of Apzionlture 1n it manags.

Tue first chavoge sought is tho roquirement of
at least & yoar's oxperienco of actual work on the
farn as a condition of admittance to the Collego.
At present the students consist of two clagses :—
Iarmers’ sons who are thoroughly familiar with
farm work, can plough a straight furrow, or
handle a hay-fork or dung-fork deftly ; and young
men from towns and cities who kuow nothing at
all about agricultural manipulations. It was
argued with much forco that young men wholly
destitute of experience could not appreciate the
scientific instruction given at the College, did not
know their own wants, could not judge of their
adaption to agricultural pursuits, and wore much
more likely to turn away to some other occupa-
tion when through with their course of instruc-
tivn, than those who had already gained some
practical knowledge, learned wherein thoy were
deficient, and tried farming sufficiently long to
judge as to making it a life pursuit. The pro-
posed change was opposed by some of the Eng-
lish students, who thought it a hardship that a
young man just out from the old country should
be obliged to spend a ycar on some Canadian
farm before being eligible for admission to the
College. Per contra, it was urged that none
needed such a rule more than young men just
arrived from Britain, owing to their ignorance of
the country to which they bad come ; and that so
far from the proposed rule inflicting hardship
upon such, it was doing them a kindness, as they
would study to much better advaniage after a
yeer of life on a Canadian farm. This view was
upheld by two or three students who had spent a
year or two at farm work in this country before
entering the College.

Tue second change sought is & reduction in the
hours of manual labour required of the students.
At present, five bonrs per day istherule. There
was a pretty general feeling that this is too long,
and that part of the time could be better cmployed
than at farm work. Some complaints were made
that insufficient instruction is given to students
unfamiliar with farm work, that they aro not
shoten hotr to do things, but are left to find out
for themselves after many awkward attempls
and failures. Aunother griovance is that they are
kept too much at mechanical tasks requiring no
skill, and only involving monotonous hard work,
such as digging, forking over manure, hoeing,
and the like—that, in fact, they are treated more
like labourers, out of whom it is desired to get as
much work as possible, than like students who
arc to be taught and trained. Complaiut was
also made that owing to the number of hours
devoted to labour, there was no time for private
study and the reading even of text-books. A
resolution looking to the reduction of the manual
Iabour one-halfswae adopted with entire unani.
mity, no dissentient voice or opposing band being
raised in regard to this matter.

Tar most important point broached was a
method for taking the College out of the arena of
party politics, and, after much discussion, the
conclasion was reachod that the only step at pres
ent practicable in that dircction was the appoint-
ment of an Advisory Board composed of practical
farmers belonging to both politicel parties, with
whom the Commissioner might consuit, aad who
would be, to a certan extent, responsible for the
management of the institution. It was felt by
all that the attacks made on the College from time
to time with & view to the mannfacture of politi-
cal party capital are damaging to the institution;
and that it should, if possible, be taken out of the
hands of the politicans, and put into those of
practical farmezs.  In the ahsence of an endow-
went, and 5o Jlong as the College is dependant for

it is idle to talk of taking its managemont out of
tlo hands of the Government of the day, and
committing it to a nor-political body. But surely
it is quito praoticable to bave an Advisory Boarg,
composed of members of both political parties,
on whose recommondations tho Commissioner
and the Government can act, and so be relieved
to a considerable extent from exposure to party
oriticisms. It is understood that the present
Commissioner has expressed a desire for an Ad-
visory Board of practical farmers, because of his
own want of agricultural knowledge and experi-
ence. The Collego does not lack friends among
members of the party now in opposition, and
there should be no didiculty in finding men
of both political schools who will work harmoni-
ously together for tho advancement of its best
interests. It is thue that the Provincial Exhi.
bition has been managed. The Board of Agri-
culture and Arts has been composed of leading
agrioulturists of both political parties. AMen, the
antipodes of each other politically, eg., Mr. Ry-
kert and the late Senator Christie, have worked
side by side for years on that Board, and the
result of this arrangement has been that the Pro-
vincial Exhibition was never made the foot-ball
of party politicans. It is believed that s similar
Poard would allay, if not wholly remove, the
political rancour which has assailed the Agri-
cultural College; and while it is desirable that
this institution should some day be put on s
basis of independence as complete as the Pro-
vincial University, it is plain that this cannot be
dono until its investiture with an adequate endow-
ment.  On this third point, the Convention was
entirely unanimous.

Tue discussion on bee-keeping which followsd
the reading of Mr. Holterman’s paper wes ani-
wated, and indicated much interest on the part
of the students and ex-students. Beec-keeping is
the only agricultural interest which does not
receive attention at the College. In the original
plan of the institution it was provided that ¢ there
shall bo a Bird and Bee Department,” but this
part of the outline has not yet been filled np.
In view of the importance bee-culture "has
assumed of late years, and tho vast addition that
might be made to the national wealth if it were
properly instalied as one of the industries of the
farm, it scems very desirable that this lack should
be supplied in somo way. The students are
anxious to obiein practical instruction in api-
culture. This desire was so manifest that Presi-
dent Mills intimated his readiness to have a Bee-
keepers’ Convention held within the college walls
at an early day, and it is hoped that this arrange-
ment will ~e found to bo practicable. But,
sooner or later, there must be’an apiary at the
institution, and thorough instrnction given in
this as well as in other branches of practical
agriculture.

A socisL reunion on one of the evenings of the
convention, and a literary entertainment on the
other, were enjoyable occasions. At the present
time, the College seems to be going on efficiently
in its various departments ; there are good order
and discipline among the students, and the
relations betwcen them and the officers of the
institution appear to be all that could be desired.
Judging by the speeches at the gocial gathering,
nearly all of which were made by students, ex-
students, and officers of the College, ulso by con-
versations with one and anotber, the writer wss
most favourably impressed with the condition and
prospeots of the College, which he has walched
with deep interest from its inception until the

‘prosent time. Without disparagement to their
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predecessors, tho stadenis pow in cousse of




