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The Mushroom isa very accommodating plant.
We have seen them growing 1u old tubs, in out-
of-the-way corners of sheds, iu abandoned green-
bouses, on shelves in stables, and in ovory case
giving apparontly a good and healthful crop.

All that is needed for success is a temperature
from fifty to sixty degrees, somo frosh horso ma-
nuro, and a little spawn. Having procured what
fresh horse manure is needod, mix it well with
about one-third of its bulk of good loam, and you
are prepared to make your beds in whatever place
you prefer. If you determine to form beds, make
them narrow—certainly not more than five feet
in length and about fifleen inches in breadth.
The material must be made compact by beating
down, as evenly as possible. If under cover, the
beds may be made flat on the top; butif in the
open air, they should berounded to shed the rain.
After tho beds have been made a week, thore will
be considerable heut produced by the fermentation
of the manure.

Bricks of spawn should kave beer seoured pre-
viously, and they can be sent anywhere, postage
or expressage free, at about thirty cents s pound.
Break them 1mto pieces as large as walnuts, and
insert in the beds just below the surface, about ten
inches apart. One pound of spawn is sufficient
for a space two by six feet. If there seems to be
nuch heat, do nothing for & week or ten days, un-
til it somewhat subsides. Then cover the bed
with an inch or more of good earth, pressing it
down with the back of a spade. It is not likely
in a large bed water will be needed at all; but, if
the material should appear very dry, water lightly
with warm water. In small beds or pails, or any-
thing of the kind, it is probable water will be
needed once or twice.

Mushrooms will begin to appear in about aix
weeks after planting the spawn and can bo gath-
ered for three or four weeks. In gathering take
up the mushroom entire, leaving no stem in the
bed, and placing alittle earth in the hole made by
its removal. When the crop is gathered, cover
the bed with a little more earth, beat it down
gently, and give a pretty good moistening with
tepid water, and in about & month more another
crop will be produced.—Vick’s Ilustrated.

EXPERIMENTS IN CROSSING APPLES.

Prof. W. J. Beal writes ae follows upon crossing
apples, in the American Agriculturist. Will the
pollen, or flower-dust, from one variety of apple
change the appearance of another variety 2 It
is not uncommon to sse apples of 8 variety which
is usually smooth, bearing strips of russet from
the stem to the blossom end. These russet strips
hevs often, even by good botanists, been consid-
ered evidence of & cross, or a partial cross, by
pollen from & russet variety. On examining
several such apples, I can not now remember to
have seen a single one where the russet stripe cor-
responded to & cell or carpel of the fruit. This
we should expect in case the russet stripe was due
to the russet pollen. A few years ago, I crossed
some smooth variety with pollen from & russet
troe. No effect was produced on any of the ap-
ples. In 1881, the experiment was repeated,
using the pollen of a Golden Russet on the stig-
mas of the Northern Spy. In no case was there
any indication of russet on the skin of the Spy
apples. T think the russet stripes fonnd on apples,
which are usually smooth, are to be attributed to
what we cell & “sport.” I havo seen a white
pzony and a pink one coming from the seme
mpot; o yellow sweet potato coming from a stalk
which bore the rest of the crop of a red colour.

It i8 not very uncommon to find e similar chango
in colour in common potatoes. These aro slight
ohanges, or sports, the causo of which is not
knowa,

FLORICULTURE IN SOUTHERN FRANCE.

Back of Cannes and for miles about the peas-
ants are engaged in tho culture of roses and vio-
lots and olives. Winter and summor tho roses
bloom on the rocky parterres of the Estrells,
gheltored by the thick, gray salin foliage of the
olives. Besides supplying the 100,000 pleasure-
seekers all along the coast, from Mareeilles to St.
Remo, San COarlo, Monrco, Nige, Mentone, these
oxquisite produots are packed in cotton with somo
innocuous chemical preecrvative and sent to Pa-
risian, Liondon and even Viennese florists, Never
was an unpromising soil made to produce more
abundant treasure. A species of red sandstons,
apparently as susceptible of fertilily as & bed of
granite, this soil gives abundant support to plen-
teous orops of grapes, olives, roses, violets, pan-
sica and other hardy flowers. Besides sending
them to all the European capitals, the thrifty
Provengales—for Provence embraces all the shore
of the Mediterranean nearly—preserve them and
carry on an enormous trade in candied violets and
roses glace. Just at the foot of the second range
of the Estrells, in a well-protected valley, is the
town of Grasse, the seat of a hive of manufactories,
principally perfumes, candies and pottery. The
perfumes of Grasse are known the world over.
In fact, all French perfumery is made at this
modest little Mediterranean retreat. Of a sum-
mer day the exquisito country roads leading
thither from Nice and Cannes are filled with
visitors in all mauner of vehicles, sampling pot-
tery, violets and perfamery.— Pkiladelphia Tines,

MANURING FRUIT TREES.

A rule adopted by old writers, says the Pactfic
Rural Spirit, gave the longth of the roots as equal
to that of the branches above. It is safe to say
this rule does not indicate generally more than a
tenth of the ground which the entire roots really
occupy. Many years ago I made an experiment
on & row of peach trees planted in grass and
within o few feat of each other. They had been
set three or four years, and were eight or nine
jeet high. Within a few feet of one end of the
row the ground was very rich with & heap of man-
ure. Its stimulating effect on the nearest trees
was such that the shoots made in one season were
two feet and a8 balf long. The tree, which stood
seven feet from the manured ground, made shoots
fifteen inches long, and &t eleven feet distance the
shoots grew seven or eight inches. At fifteen
feet no perceptible effect of the manure was visible,
the growth not exceeding three inches. . The ex-
periment showed that & decided benefit was gained
to the tree at eleven feet distance through the
few roots on the ons side, and that theroots formed
a radiating circle at least twenty-two feet in
dinmeter. The absurdity of the practice of ap-
plying a small heap of manure at the base of the
trank of the tree is obvious.

IO RAISE GOvD) POTATUES.

T have not been growing potatoes of late years,
but as so much was eaid about the deterioration
of the earl, rose, and the market seemed to con-
firm it, I planted eome the last spring as o test.
The soil, an old sod, was prepsred last fall, and
an early working given in the spring when the
plonting was done. Seleoting the soundest seed I
could find, I planted some in the nusual way, cov-
ering two or three inches deep, others six anl
cight inches. The first were a failure—a few

small potatoes in a hill and of poor quality. This

ngrcod with the general crop of the nsxghbour-
hood. It was n matter of gmtification—nnd to
tho neighbours a surpriso—to soe the Guoe, bright
tubors that camo up whon the deep-planted wore
dug—vwhich was the middlo of June—those cov-
ored six inches riponiug earlier, as they aleo came
up eatlier aftor planting, Thoy were clean and
sound, and when cooked wore while, mealy and
sweot, with no rank, unhealthy odour. Thu ob-
jection to deep planting, that it is more cxponsive
to barvest the crop, holds good so for as the dig-
ging is concarned, but it is in no way an offset to
the othor sdvantages of a larger, sounder and
moro uniform orop to take one season with an-
other, drouth having much less eoffect. The
greater frecdom trom diseass, which results, is &
point that can hardly be overestimated in viow of
the widospread unsound condition of the tubers,
for there is less chance for deep planting in well
drained soil, the tubers being further down and
botter protected—at least there is greator success.
—~Exchange.

THE KITCHEN GARDEN.

A good kitohen garden well stogked with differ-
ent vegetables means a bountiful supply of health.
ful food for the table. If the farmer lives near a
village, espeorally one with large factories, he
may dispose of cabbage, green corn, pens, roots,
eto., with profit. It will psy to look closely to
this matter, and seo if a small plot of ground in
garden vegetables will not yield larger returns
than a whole field in farm orops. There is but
little out-of-doer work in the garden in mid-win-
ter. Whenever the soil will permit it may be
worked in mild weather, and thus facilitate the
spring operations. Implements should bo put in
ordér, and new ones sought out and procured for
spring operations ; even a plough point or oulti-
vator tooth put in stock now, may save a half-day
in the busy season. Now is the time for ever-
hanling the soeds, testing them as to their vitali-
ty, that there may be no serious losses, later on.
Any stakes or latels that may be nesded should
be provided beforehand.

Roses need very rich soil to bring them to per-
fection, thriving best in & mixture of well-rotted
menure, sand and garden loam, and to stint them
of nourishment is indeed poor economy.—KEz-
change.

A PexxsyLvania fruit-grower, when he plants a
strawberry bed, applies manure at the rale of
thirty to forty tons per acre, and dresses it an-
nually afterward with a fall mulch of twenty-five
tons more. He raisee 5,000 quarts to the acve,
and they are big burries.

CanpyrurTs are now produced of almost every
shade, from pure white to deep carmine. The
varioties come true from seed. The seed of the
darker varieties does not seem to germinate so
well as that of the white, and it might be well to
sow it more thickly on this account.

Ix & recent French work on the phxloaophy of
pruning the following rule is given : * The system
is based on tha fact that, as wood is formed by
descending sap slone, a wound made on a tres
can only become covered with healthy new wood
when its entire surfaco is brought into connestion
with the leaves by means of the layer of young
and growing cells formed between the wood and
the batk. To make this connectinn it is necessary
tv prune in such & manner that no portion of the
smputeted or dead branch shall be left on the
trurk. The cat should always bs made close to
and perfectly even with the outline of the trunk,

_without regard to the size of the wound thus

made. This is the cesential rule in all prumng and

_on its observance the success of the operation de-

pends.”




