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London Missionary Society, and its celebratioÀà
London, bave been events of much intercst in th
Christian world. The very large deficits- in the
case of nearly ail the churches, reported at their
annual gatherings early in the year, bave been
noticed and regrctted by ail who arc concerned for
the sprcad and upbuilding of Cbrist's Kingdom
upon the earth,, and the strenuous efforts made -to
lessen or avert them, and whcre they stili exist to
wipe tbem out altogether, are being watched with
deep interest. The massacre of Arxienians which
bas been going on for months, and attended with
such pitiless cruelty and brutality, whilc Christian
nations have stood belplessly looking on, makes
one of thc saddest pages of the year's history, and
will in thc future be looked back upon with sorrow
and shame. The sudden outbreak of a war feeling
and spirit. in 'thc Unitcd States against Britain,
darkens the close of the vear with clouds of por-
tentons blackness, whic-h happily have begun to
break and clear away.

As between ourselves and our readers, notwith-
standing very constant and most honest efforts on
thc part of those responsible for its management,
we are very conscious of having fallen far bclow our
ideal of wbat TuIE CANADA PRESBYTERIAN might
be. It is better for our readers that this should
be so, than that we should imagine wc bave
reached ail that it is possible for us to attain to.
With more cordial interest and support on thc part
of many, both ministers and people, who could
belp to make a religious journal both a means of
larger benefit to the public, and of incrcasing their
own usefulness by pen as well as voice, a great
deal more could be done through our columns, not
only to advance the cause of Presbyterianism, but
that of Christ, by contributing to our columos, anid
by incrcasing aur circulation. We here wish to cx-
tend our most grateful thanks to the large and in-
creasing number of correspondents and contribu-
tors wbo have cheered us by words of encourage-
ment, enriched out columns by articles written for
our pages, and lightened ont labours by their kind
assistance, given often unasked, and scarcely ever
asked in vain. Wc are thankful to have reached
the close of another year with s0 littie that bas
been a cause of pain, or annoyance, with so much
that it is pleasant to look back upon, and that our
relations with al, and they are many,- both at home
and abroad, with whom our work bas brougbt us
into contact, have been 50 happy. This is a
gronnd of hope that by pursuitlg for the future the
course which bas been attended with so much that
has been agrecable and useful in the past, will be a
stimulus to greater effort for the good of our read-
ers in thc coming years. With this year we enter
upon the twenty-fiîtb year of publication, by far
the longest life that bas ever been attained by any
paper published in the interests of Presbyterianism
west of Halifax. During the whole career of
TriE CANADA PRESBYTERIAN, its sinigle aim bas
been to serve the Church, and be truc and loyal to'
aIl its interests. How the Cburch bas grown in
this quarter'of a century is well.known to every in-
telligent Presbyterian, and among the many means
wbicb bave led to this result, by the blessing of
God, wec daim with ail modesty, but yet in al
frankness, to occupy flot the lcast important place.
O)Ur aim bin the past, to serve thc. Ohurch, Îs still
Our aim, and as years, and means, and facilities ini-
crease our power to attain this aim, it is our firm
resolve constantîy to pursue it and labour for its
more full realiz-atbon. With this obj ect *in view,
aspiring and rcsolving so far as it is within our

ca rrying on his work, no one could object. But
the precise emergency bas arisen, wbich, at the time
of the meeting of the General Âssembly, it was an.
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ticipated might arise, and for which it made pro-
vision by the appointment of a successor, in the per-

-een of Rev. Dr. Warden. Dr. Warden asked and
'tcved from the Assembly, time to consider his
decWàon, and pledged bimiself, in conjunction with
Dr. Réid, to sec that no interest of the OChurch
should suiter. while his acceptance or declinature
was in abeyance. To this end an Advisory Fi.-
nance Board was formed by order of the Assembly
for certain spet*sfied purposes.

It is now an openl secret that those- infirmities
of age which led Dr. Reid at last Assemblvto ask
to be relieved to a large extent of duties which
be has so long and so well discharged , have of late
greately increased. To sucb an extent, indeed,
that reccntly, it is understood, *he communicated
to the chairman of this Advisory Finance Com-
mnittee bis wish to be immediately relieved of al
the work and responsibility of bis office, and a
meeti ng was calledo accordingly, to take into can-
sideration what steps should be taken. It is also
understood that at its meeting, thecÇonimittce had
before it the offer of Dr. Warden, which 'had been
once and again made to Dr. Reid, of his willing.
ness to go to Toronto at any timne, and, pending
his final answer, assume ini part or entirely, accord-
in~ to his pledge given to the Gburch, the duties ofthe office to which he had been appointcd. In
these circumstances no course would appear
so simple and natural, as for the Committee
to act in the line of the Assembly's action, and ac-
cept of Dr. Warden's offer. This would evidcntly
have been carrying out what it was the pu rpose of
the Assembly should be donc, in the event of what
has bappened talcing place, namely, Dr. Reid's
failing to be able longer to continue to discharge
the duties of his office. But instead of this what
is donc? We are told that, " the conclusion arriv-
cd at was that in the meantime the work could be
carried on satisfactorily by the office-sta:ff already
engaged upon it, with the assistance of the Finance
Com-mittee and Dr. Reid together as the control-
ling authority."

This is the' vague and obscure announcement
referred to. It suggests many things which
do not need to be just now dwelt upon, but
upon the face of it, it is evident that the purpose of
the Assembly i appointing this Committee was
not that, if Dr. Reid became unequal to his many
and overons duties, the Advisory Finance Board
should assume thcm, or appoint any person to
the place he bas so long filled. Its duties are de-
fincd thus (Asscmbly Minutes, p. 49):- "lUnder
whose oversight any change in the manner of
kceping the books, decmed necessary, would be
made, and in connection with which investmnetits
be made, and by whoax matters of finance gcnerally
would be supervised and authorized." These are
thie duties laid down for it, and with ail deference
we submit that, with the action of the Assembly
before it, and Dr. Wardcn's offer before it, the
course taken is not in the spirit of the Assembly's
action in the appointment of t his Board, and they
werc not empowered to do wbat bas been donc.

It is well known, besides, that the duties of the
Church Agent's office from this time on till the meet-
ing of the General Assmbly are very heavy. The
office-staff ofDr. Reidand the only office-staff of bis
department known to the Ohurch, is one assistant. It
may be supposed that he is ilalready engaged "iii
the dities of his office. Is he to do the whole work,
or what is the assistance the Finance Committee is
giving him ? Dr. Reid bas not bcen so inconsiderable
a personality in the administration of the Church's

br is appointment was made by the Geneal. As-
tsembly ? Morç light is wanted ; the whole Church

is interested in having, and is entitled to get, the
fuilest Iight upon this matter.

1$oolz anu fbaoa3tnes.
SAMANTHA IN EUROPE. Bi Joslah Ailen's Wife.

Illustrated by S. De Granin. Funk & Wa0uai1
Compuny, New York.

Joaiab AUen'a Wife iu already weli kuown to a hast Ofreaders. la ibis new book they wlI find the familiar places
vislîmd by ail iravellers dmscribed la tbm pecuiar Samanîba -
Allen style, froim whlch wil b. got- many a good laugh.
The tour covers Great Britain and Ireland aud the coutiu-
ent of Eurbpe, and so aBfords ample scope for the exorcise of
the style of humoraus description peculiar to Joslah Alorne
Wife, ail whicb ls heipmd by a great number of apt ibustra-.
tions.

A MESSAGE FOR'THE DAY. A Ymar's Delly Read.
ing. By J& R. Millor, D. D. , autI4or of IlSllent Timaea,"
etc. London: Hodder & StougbtouI, 27 Peter-
master Rôw. Toronto: Fleming H. Reveil Com.u

Dr. Miller is one of our bost known religions wrlxers'.d
bis warks are pre-emiuently ai a most practicai cbarac*~,
aud are at the umei time most pleasing lu style. This
volume contains a brie( reading for every day ' of- the yea,
exteuding anly ta one amal page, and fouuded upon $mre
text af Scripturm. The matter ai the book le most ext4elerrnî
sud wiii ho highly prized by the Christian reader, beildoi
belng mont couvenient lu size for use, and attractive lu sp-
Pearance. As a gift-book for the sick romi, or at tbe ho-
gning of tbm ya to a Christian frlmnd, naîbing could ho
more appropriate.

ALONE WZTH GOD. siCH ILUREN DYING IN IN-
FANCY," and Other Sermons. By Rev. David Mit-
chell, rodent pastoraof the Scotch Preshyterian Cburcb,
Jersey 04î, N. J. Albert Daîz, 87 Rallroad Avenue,
Jersey City.

iThis baak bas a pathetic lnterest fr arn Its boliga
"Memarial Volumes" tglu mcmory ai ten ymars happy ex-

perience as pastor aud people," from wbich the anîbor re
îired witb Impalred beaiths, and because afI ts beiug associé
aied with the suddeu deatb by accident af a beloved so&~
It wili also be of speclailu terest ta many iu aur cbuorcb, Wi-
cause of the canneciion with it for some years ai Mr. Mit-chell as one af aur ministers. It consiste af fourteen ser-
mons, ail ai them ou subjecis ai evmry dey, practlcal interest
and Importance. Some of tbm subjects 'are Il Childreu Dy-
ing ln Infancy," IlThe Bible and Higber Orîtic,',"IlTE
Transfiguration," "Holiday or Haly Day-Wbicb ?" a dis
cussion ai the Sabbath-rest question; Too Many
Churchea," Il Marriage," "IlLearulug by ExpoeSc." The
treaiment lu simple, practical and usfein leuei vIden&tlalmmd aetbrougbont. The style la clear, direct -mad grece-
full aud the wbolm work la calculated ta o beipel % pro-,
fitable.

Godql's Magazine anunces a prize of Eu7 dollars a,,
the bout shori stary in wbicb thm bicycle plays ai important'
part MSS. sbould ho beiveen Ibrem sud four tbêauu
Warà, long, and muai ho roceived by February ist. The
Godoy Company, New York, vill furnish furiber particuleru
ai thm Competition.

Chrlstmas-Tide brings uo visitor mare vmlcomm thimthé
speclal Christmas Numberorfai7k Youtk's COMP«-"n
Original, brlght and striking, It la filmd witb a feast et good
tbluga, bringing plmasures alike ta yauug and aid. Ta tbe
mtire home circies Its vomkly visite are a source ai tieure
and profit. Tbere teana more fitting or mare -attractve 4a.
aigu for the Christmas- time thbm the star-"* Tb. Guidirng
Star of Ibm East "-vith its ouireacbiug raya, vhich bas
been adopted for tbm baudmomo ce-ver ai ibis issue.

Frank LeUle's Pa..émlar MmitMy for january la illustrate
wItb mare thai one huudred up-to-date, pictures by the bout
liustrators ai America aid Europe., The Ieadlng article,
upon 111Greqi Ship Canas," doscribes thm world's prinil
artificili atervays ai tbe preseni day. I<'A Bygai.fa
bemia," ie a mant interestlng chapter ai reminiscences af
the famions coterie ai wits, writers, pools and players vbo
brought celebrity la Pi affs rmort, la Now York City, a
generation back. The usual number af varled aid luterea-
iug atonles, articles aid pomma serve ta sustain ibm reputa-
doni of ibis meritanlous publication.

McClau,e's Magazine for january la ta bave en article
glvlng tbm wholm story (nover y01 publisbed, but long desir.
md by tbm public) ai Mr. Biaium's relation ta bis owu caudid-
asy for ibm presldeucy lu 1884. It la vnitîeu by Murai
HaIstead, wbose opportuuity for kuowIug ail tbe tacts vau
unequallod ; and 1: embodima converatons vithb Biaine and


