
PRED9RNT SEl? VICE.

A rock-boun-1 lichen iong'd ta pierce the sky,
rlike spear of graa.9 that grew beaîde its bel,
The graui sigh'd law for petals rosy red,
The rose for wayward wings of butterfly
WVhich tried to rcach the lark'secestatie cry
A child sighs long for sword and martial tread,
Trhe eartb.chtined mani for freedaîn with the desd,
For highcr blisa iimmrt.al spirits try,
While angels pres-to hynîn their wisest lave-
Whore dread archangeis throneward bond the knee.
But Gad said-"l Children, duty i the price,
And lite of use the gate that leads abave,
Trhe licbon's present service dcne for 'Me,
la incense sweet as angoi's sacrifice."
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TRAIN Il' ,A CIII I)IN '1111. WAY lE I 1OLTJ.) t-0, PRO-
V>ERiS XXII. (b.

The much-neglecîed duty of family worship bas in it
possibilities for good whiçh a simple striking incident may
heip careiess parents ta realize, as well as encourage those
who are faithful. It is found i connection with the above
text in an admirable collection ofi "Old Testament Anec
dotes," which with comptnion volume on the New Testament
bas recently been published by Messrs. Armstrong Z& Son, of
New York.

The opening scene is a dark one in et'ery respect. At
midnight in ont of the inaccessible ravines in the lack
Forest a century ago, a strange auction is in progress.
The place was ligbted by torches, which cast ab ghastly glare
through the darkness of the Abyss. Savage.Iooking men,
armed ta the teeth, wert sitting in a circle, wile ont stood
i tbe mist, holding up articles for sale. It was a gang of
brigands who had that evening robbed a stage coach. Ac-
cording ta their custom, they were engaged in selling the
stalen articles among themiselves. After a gaod many pieces
of dress and travelling bags had been disposed of, and while
the glass and the bottle were going from ha-id ta band, and
each member of the company vied withbhis neighbour in mak-
ing unseemly jokes and setting the Assembly in a roar, a
New Testament was held up last of ail The man who acted
as auctioneer introduced this ' article ' vith sonie blaspbem-
ous renmarks, which made *e cavein resound with laughter.
One of the company suggested jokingly that be should read a
chapter for their edification. This was unanimously ap-
plauded, and the auctioneer, turning up a page at random, be-
gan reading in a voice ai mock-devotiosi. Wbile the coin-
pany werc greatly amused at this sacreligious scoftung, it ývas
not observed that anc of tbem, a niddle.aged man, who was
one.of the eldest mernbers of the gang and used ta bc fore-
most in their crimes and in their debauchery, became silent,
and clasping bis hands on bis kntes, was absorbcd in deep
thought. The passage wicb tbe auctioneer bad read was
the same whicb that man's fatlier had read thirty years ago
at family worsip on the day wben be ta escape the bands ai
the police, fled fromn the parental dwellîng, neyer ta -eturn
again. At the sound of the words wbich hie remembered
sa well, the happy family circle, af wbich lie had been a
inember, rose ta bis fancy. la bis imagination he saw themn
ail seated round. the breakfast-table which was cavered
with the biessings ai a aew day. He saw his venerable aid
father sitting with the opta Bible readîag thet thapter wich
was ta prepare theni for prayer. He saw his tendcr-hearted
-mother sittisîg by bis father's side, attentively istenung ta the
Word ai God. H-e saw bimself with bis brothers and sisters
joiniag in the devotional exercises, wbich entreated for theni
the guidance, protection and blessîng ai God durung tbe day.
He saw it ail as clearly belote bis mmid as if it bad happened
that morniag. Sunce leaviag haine hie had neyer opened a
Bible, neyer offered up a prayer, neyer heard a single word
wbich remwLded bim i fGod and etemnity. But now, at this
moment, it was as if bis soul woke out ai a long sleep cf thirty
years-as if the snaw of a long, long winter melted away on a
sudden at the sound ai tbat well*kaowa Bible word ; and ail
tbe words wich bis good father bad spoken ta bini froin bis
childhaad, and ail the lessans, admonitions and prayers of bis
piaus mother-which then were scornfully given ta the winds,
naw came flying back ta bis memory, as the winter crop
bursts fotItthrough the snow wben the vernal sun unshack-
les the filds, and causes the bidden life ta risc froin the, long
d:eary grave. Perfectly absorbed in those balawed recollec-
tiens, ho forgot ail that was round bim, beard nothing af ail
the scoffiag, laughing and blaspheming that was passing in
bis presence, until an a sudden hie was waked out ai his
reverie by a rude tip on the shouider, wbich was accom-
panied by the question: Now, aid dreamer, what will you
giveforthat bock? Vou need mare thananyoaiusfor you
are undoubtedly the biggcst sinner under the firmament?" I
IlSa 1 arn," be answcred, struck ta the very bottomn of bis
heart by tbe trutit whicbh e recognized in that rough loke.
"lGive me the bock. 1 will pay its full price." The next day
the brigands dispersed tbrougb the neigbbourhood ta turo
their bargains inta nioney. The mani who bougbt the Bible
went aise on bis errand, but be directed bis steps ta ne te.
ceiving bouse. Ht repaired ta a lcely place wbere be spent
the wbaie day in the agonies af unspeakable remorse, and
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but for the consoling words whicb bis Bible held out ta bum,
be would ccrtainly have mnade away witb himself. Butt God
had mercy on that repentiag sianer, ànd sent a message of
mercy and peace ta bis beart. The next day on entering a
village wherc he resolved ta speak ta a mîinister, he heard
that the gang was overtaken the night before by a detachment
of soldiers, and taken ta prison. His resolutieon was confirmed
now ail the more. He told the minister the wbole af bis iifes
starv, and requested him ta direct him ta the police office
wbere he gave bimseii up ta the hands ai justice. This
prcaf ai tht sincerity ai bis repentance saved bis lufe. His
camrades were ail put ta death, but be obtained a reprieve
(ram tht Grand Duke, ta whom bis stary was reported.
Aiter an imprisoaiment ai some Vears be was set fret on ac-
counit ai bis exempiary conduct. A Christian nobleman took
bum inta bis service, and he proved a blessing ta bis master's
housebold tili he died in peace, praising Jesus Christ, wba
came inta the world ta save sinners, ai whom he confessed
iniseli to be the chiet. W. Ni. R.

Jf0CK CHIARA CTI,Â'S.

MNock characters, like false ligbt, are worse than darkness.
There us any number af skin-deep saints in the world at ail
times ; and sheep's clotbing and long robes are always in great
demand in themarket. lndecd, we aIl uFecosmetics ai tht moral
kind ta remaove freckles or wrisikles. Ta meet the respectable,
smootb*shaved, decorous, venerable ornaments ai saciety we
sametimes see, yau would not suspect that any sianders could
find birtit agaunst meni so soft-spoken, sa frank and so coafi-
dential. But they do. Raven black and dead cyts, and drawa
dawa corners af the moutit, and an unexceptionable tic, don't
always stand for godluness. Ctculluts floMfacil monacui-
" Tht cawl dots not make tht triar." That highly respectable
board ofidirectors, sa hale, loud spolcen, well fed, seem, evcry
man af tbem, fit for prizes at an exhibition ai commercial
nioralities; stili they are in trouble about loans, or contracts,
or prospectuses. That manufacturer sings loud in bis pew on
Sundays, but mnakes tbirty-five unches ta tht yard aon Mondays;
and that prosperous shopkeeper bas strangely dark windows;
and dots that one believe bis own puffs t The mllennium bas
nat came yet, and can hardly be hoped for, by appearances,
at any very shart date. Somehow, tht botties do not show tht
saine strawberries ail the way down in ail cases ; and jockeys
sometimes forget ta tell a horse's faults ; and there havc been
books written on -idulterations and tricks in trade ; and men's
words or writings are not always tht unclouded expression ai
their thaugbts. And yet ta meet mn, haw aearly perfect
they seem; in their suavity, innocence and sentiments. There
are a good many Siberian crabs, and apples of Sodom, and
huge pears that look like boney and tat like woad. %Ve have
aur panics, and thousand liquidations, and a hundred millions
of railway stock unproductive, and bankruptcy court revela-
tions. Tht 'trop ai knaves and half knavts is by no means ex-
tinct. There is a dark side ta a good many things beside tht
mioon ; and bas flot the suri its spots, flot ta speak ai eclipses
that bappen pretty widely thraughout tht universe ?

Bt you, youag man, a contrast ta ail this. Character ïhat
is only a mask is bentatb you, and mere conventianal gaod.
ness is a lie of tht devii. Determine tramn tht first, ta be
transparent and truthful ta Gad and your fellows, let Mephis-
topheles say what be likes. It is better, after ail, ta have the
universean yaur side than against you. Curses, like chîckens,
couic home ta roost; and sa do falsities, if flot outwardly, yet
in your saul. 1 pray you don't affer a prophet's chamber in
yaur conscience ta Satan. Lil is sacred ; kecp it sa. We
are born for a purpose, and cao serve it aniy as we serve Gad.
Humanity is a whole, flot a mere mob ai generatians, and has
a destiny in wbich every one bas a set part. Tht ittle marn-
ent of aur being is great enough ta live well in and leave truc
work behind it. Play the man, not the trickster. Evelyn
saw mrea at Leghorn staking their liberty for lufe in mnad gam-
bling, and, having last, prcsently led off into siavery. Ht
wba bas ta do with a lie stakes bis seul, and loses in any case.
'Character, pure and noble, chimes in with tht eternai harmo-
nies ; but faisehood is a hideous clangour, now and forever.
Wbat any lufe, however humble, cati do, is a sccret with God;
it may widen its influence through ages,or it may lea'e a tract
sten oniy by him. But if valiantly, tarnestly, nobly lived, by
the light of God's truth and laws, it is holy forever.' Tht City
af God slowly rises tbrough tht ages, and evcry truc lufe is a
living stane in sanie of its palaces. Vou were made for Gad,
young mati, from eternity, and ne lie is of him, be it in trade
or profession, in act ror in work. Insincerities are marks on the
devil's taily and sa are ail hypocrisies and shams. Let your
character be reai, tht sbining warp and woof of each day
working out tht part God bas 'set you in tht great loni o?
Time.-Cuïnninghfarn Geikie, D.D.

A GOOD ARGUMENT.

In that beautiful paît ai Germany whîcb borders an tht
Rbine there is a noble castie, which lis its aId grey tcwers
above tht ancient forcit, where dweit a nobleman who had a
good and devoted son, bis ccmnfort and bis pride.

Once, wbcn the son was away frai. home, a Frencbman
cailed, and, in course of conversation, spake in such unbecom.
ing ternis ai tht great Father in beaven as te chilI tht aid nmans
blood,

"lAre you not afraid of offending Gnd," said the Baron,
44by spealng ini ibis way ?"

Tht foreigner answc. cd, with ceai indifféence, that he kncw
notbing about God, for be had neyer seen Hini.

(OcTOPtu t2fld, %889.

Na notice was taken af titis observation ai thet ime ; but
tht nexi morning tht baron pointed out ta tht visitor a beauti-
fui picture whicb buing an the wail, and said: My son drew
that 1"I

CIle must be a clever yautb," replied tht Frencbmtin
llandly.%

Later in tht day, as the twa gentlemen were walking in tht
gardon, tht baron ibowed his guest many rare plants and
lowers, and, on being asked who bad the management af tht
gardon, tht father said with protîd satisfaction : IlMy son ;
and he knows every plant, almost, froni the cedar ai Leluanan
ta tht hyssop on tht wall."1

CIIndeed 1"I observed tht other. "I shali soon have a very
exalted opinion or him.",

Tht baron then taok bis visitar ta tht village, and sbowed
himn a neat building which bis son bad fitted up for a scbool,
wbere the children ai tht poor were daily instructed fret ai
expensa.

CIWhat a happy mani you must bel" said tht Frenchm-in,
Ilte have sucb a son 13J

" How do you know I bave a son ?"' asked the baron, with
a grave face.

" Wby, because 1 bave seen bis works, and 1 amn sure be
must be bath clever and goad, or be neyer coîuld have dont ail
yau have shawn me."

"But yau bave neyer seen bim," returned the baron.
"No; but 1 alrtady knaw hini veiy .vtlf, because 1 can

iorm a just estimate ai bina frani bis works."
." 1 arn surprised,"l said tht baron iib a quiet tant ; CIand

naw oblige me by coming ta this window and tell nie wbat yoit
set front theace."

CiWby, 1 sec tht sun travelling tbrough tht sh>', and shed-
ding its glanies aven ont cf tht greatest cauntnies in tht world,
and 1 behoid a mighty river at my fcet, and a vast rainge ai
woods and pastures and archards and vineyards and cattte iand
sbeep feeding in rich fieds."

" De you see anytbing ta be admired in al this? asked
tht baron.

"Can you fancy 1 amn bliad ?" retorted the Frencbman.
"Weil, tht;, if yau are able tojudge cf my san's good cbar.

acter by seeing bis variaus warks, how dots it bappca that you
cati form ne estimtate ai God's goodness by witnessing sucit
proofs ai bis bandiwrk?"

A traveller fallowing bis guide amid tht awful Alpine
beigbîs, reached a places wbere tht path was narrowed by a
jutting rock on ane side and a terrible precipice on tht other.
Tht guide, holding on ta tht rack with cnet hand, cxtenuled
bis other band aver tht precîpice for tht traveller ta step
upaui and pass round tht jutting rock He hesitated, but the
guide said : I"That band neyer last a man." Ht stepped upon
tht band and passed on safely.

Tht cbild ai God who takes tht Saviaur as His guide un
this world uf darkness and danger, bas tht help of an unfail.
ing band. Who that bas ever trusted Him bas been disapt.
painted ? Ht stretches out His band for aur belp and de-
liverance. Ht bolds us by His rigbt band in tht midst ai
danger. And He bas said : C"My sheep hear My voice, and
1 kuiow theni, and tbey follow Me ; and 1 give unto tbem eter-
nal lufe; and they shahi neyer perish, neither shall any nian
pluck them oui ai My band. My Father, which gave themt
Mes is greater than ail ; and no mani is able ta pluck theni
aut ai My Fatber's band." IlThat band neyer last a man; "
blcssed are they who cati lie safely witbin its hala w, pnnîecccdl
by its almigbty grasp."-Eoiscala Recorder.

HIS FA TRERLINESS.

By tht mysteny ai tht incarnation aur whole being is
iringed on every side with fatberliness indescribable ; aur
little lives, which seem ' sametimes.so stricken, 50 abandcned.
s0 -tired, are abjects ai unfath omabbe lave. [t is recently re-
corded ot a little lad in a London hospital, upon whom t
was necessary ta perforni a surgical operation, and ta wham ih
was impossible, awing ta heart-wcakness, ta, administer chia.
reform, that bis father said te buim: CIDo yau thiak yau can
bear it, my son?" "IVos, fat ber," bhe replied, Ilif yau wili hold
my band." That is a pîcture-lesson cf tht position ai tht be-
liever in tht midst af tht perplexing triais oa ife. Tht opera-
tion i inevitable, tht anodyne is unattainabie, a fine and
noble soul cati cnly be made perfect thraugh suffring ; but
God, in tht incarn ater, ever.present Jesus, and as a loving, in-
teresttd iriend, halds tht band ai tht believer witb tht flrmn
grasp ai sympathizing cmnipotence.'-CI;ngrega1iona1l ?Jag.
.ine.__________

MURMURING.

No hiessing cames ta the murmuring, camplaining, dis-
contuited hcart. When once this evil cf discoatent bas en-
tered int tht soul, nething is right. Evea tht "'angels' food'
was not goed tnough fer tht maurmuring Israelites,'and "tht
corn of beaven"'lcauld flot satisfy thase whose seuls were
filled witb the disconttntcof earth. But when once tht beart
bas found rest inLGod, and ail its murniurings are husbtd in
swett submissien te bis will, there is peace in believing, and
jay in the Holy Gbost, and a hailawtd confidence in tht kind
providence cf Hini who bath donc ail îhings well.Il Let your
ccndtict be withotit cavetausntss, and be -content with sucb
things as ye bave; fer Ht bath saîd, 1 will neyer leave thce, nor
forsaké thet. Se that we niay bcldly say, The Lord is niy
beiper, and 1 will nlot fear what mtan cati do tinte me."


