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HE GIVES THE VOUNG MAN SOME ADVICE ABOU
WRITING FOR ITHE NEWSNPAPERS,

BY KNOXONIAN

1 am glad to know, my son, that you have becowe a
- contributor to the press of our country. [tis a noble
ambition. There are some certain and some r-ther
uucertain things about wnting for the press in this
country. Unec of the certain thungs 1s mcrease ot
work ; one of the uncertain 1s ncrease of shekels.
Increase in the number of friends 1s uncertain, but in-
crease in the nuinber of encmies 1s an absolute cer-
tainty. You may make friends, you must make facs.
You may make admirers, but you are absolutely cer-
tan to make envious, snathng cntics.  Nevertheless,
my son, 1t 1s a good thing for a young man hke you
to take to writing—as long as you stick to plam prose,
and do not try to write Z00 finc.  The discipline of the
pen is the very best kind of mental discipline. 1 hope
to see you excel as a writer. [ hope to sce the day
when the leading men of this country will recognize
your per, and acknowledge that your contributions
give them profit and pleasure. In order to help you
let me lay down a few gencral rules for your guidance
in writing.

And first asto words. Never use a short word f
you can get a long one, or a2 common word 1f you can
get an uncommon or~ Long words arc the kind
that teli—~yes, they do that the young man who
uses them has—-well, we almost satd, has long ears.
Avoid short words as you would avoid small-pox or
measles. Let meillustrate.  Supposing your manag-
ing editor should ask you to write an article on the
human face, how should you go about s Let me
tell you. Never write mouth. Always write dental
orifice. Never write nose. Always wnite nasal pro.
tuberance, Never wnteears. Always write auricular
appendages. On no account mention that the man
had teeth. Say he had a dental formation. 1f duty
calls upon you to say anything about his feet, never
think of writing feet. \Vrnite pedal extremitics. These
examples will 1llustrate the rule—never use a short
word if you can get along one or a grand combinatiou
of uncommon words.

To make the rule clear beyond all doubt let me
give you a few more examples. Do you eapect that
you can ever rise as a hterary manif you use such
a mean word as mulk ¢ Impossible. Say lacteal flurd,
and give yourself a chance. Are you foohsh enough
to imagine that there 1s any hope for you if you use
such a plan word as blood? Indulge in no such
dreams. Say purple flusd, and you are on the way to
fame. Your father once heard a preacher use the
expression purple flusd nearly a dozen umes n one
sermon. That preacher may be on the way to fame,
but he has not arrived yet. When he arrives you will
no doubt hear of 1t.

Supposicg your managing editor were to ask you to
write a brief report of a dinner given by the Lien-
tenant-Governor, how would you do 1?2 \Woula you
call the place Government louse or his Honours
residence, or some piain name of that kind: 1here
15 no future for a young man who wouid be so fooussh.
Say guberssatortal manston and your future 1s as-
sured. Call the dinner a gubcrnatorral repast, and
your promotion is certain. Would you say that the
band-played some lively airs - That would never do.
Say that the servies of the band were calica 1nio
requssition. By yudiciously using these nne combina-
uons, and carefully avoiding the use of all shor, com-
mon words, you may soon muke a mark n your pro-
fession.

There1s one word 1n particular that 1 most ear-
nestly advise you never to forget—that 1s the word
maugurate. Never say that anything began.  Al-
ways says that it was inaugurated.  Inaugurate s be-
coming one of our most useful words ; that 1s 1o say
1 1s used almost umiversaily by atilovers of big words.
Don't forget it, my son. You have as good a nght 10
use 1t as anybody clse. Whatever clse you forget
never forget to say that everythuig is snaugurated.

If you wish to go straight 10 the heart of religrous
soctety atways stick in that well-worn barbanism—sn
our mudst. Never write anything religious or even
ecclestastical without putting that in.  If anybody
questions your taste you may quote as authonty a

circulat issued in Toronto the other day, signed by
an eminent Q. C., i the fitst line of which ot isan
nounced that —— §s in our midst.

Should any illiterate person hint to you at any tune
that such words and combinations as have beeu
recommended are not found 0 standard wiiters,
you just teil him that the standard writers are beland
the times.  Jobn Bunyan and other writers whuse
works are still read by a number of peuple, may have
had a deuuded preference fur short, plan words, bt
they did not live in these enlightened days.  Dunyan
never got a Ph.DD. by a ¥ severe examination,” or any
other way. Youu just go un, my son, usmy the hind
of words recommnended, and your success as o hiler
ary man 1s assured. In speaking as well as i wiiting
avoid as much as pussible the use of plain language.
Use long, swelling, sonorous words. You have nu
wea how such words captivate certain hinds of peo
ple. They go anay saying, * Wonderful man that,”

< What marvellous language,” ' Great scholar that,”
“ What a learned man he is -he ought to be a coilege
professor.  Yes They go away saying these com
plomentary things., It may be true thal most of the
peopie who pay you these cumpliments are invinuibly
norant, but never aund. Ignorance wounts ia this
wountry. Dile on the by words, and you are sure to
please every ignorant mar who is tryiny to pose as
eaceedingly clever. \Whenever you mect a humman
compound of egousm, ignorance and conceit always
pile on the long words.

In another gpaper | may tell yuu sonething about
sentences. Meantime, my son, give attentivn to these
remarks about words.

EXPLERIENCT. OF A PROLATIONLA.

MR. Bl tur,—After wandenng to and fro amung
the vacancies of our Church for three months, wiil
you aflow me to relatc my experience to your read-
ers ¢ Articles have appeared i your columns from
time to tune telling of the disastrous effects of long
vacancies upon our congregations, and of the detnor-
alizing influence of candidating upon our ministers ;
but little effort has been made by our Assembly to
ascertain the eatent of the gnevance, and less made
to remedy it. There are two reasons for this inac-
taty. 1. Its always taken for granted that the party
making these complants 1s a disapponted cand,
date, who feels soured at his talents not beiny recog-
nized 1n some vacant field, and who chooses thys
method of venting his wrath upon the whole Church,
for the sin of non-appreciation in an ndividual con-
gregation. 2. The second reason s very apparent.
Legislation 1n our General Assembly 1s carnied on al-
most entirely by ministers and elders, who know [ittle
of the condition or wants of our Churches in the il
lages and councry districts.  We speak with all re-
spect of our college professors, ity ministers and
elders. They are superior men, and are not only fili
ing their own places well, but are desirous of advanc
ing the interests of the whole Church.  Unfortunate-
ly, however, their knowledge of the part of the
Church, which is suffering most from our present
system of supply, is very limited. Secivg is beltey
ing, and in the present instance nothing but secing
would raake us betieve the true state of matters. Wil!
you acompany me then ir my ramble, and learn hoy
nunisters are chosen ? and at the end of three months
you will be ready to exclaim, “ Of ali possible systems
ours is the worst.”

The Curmiittee on the Distribution of Frobation
er> made appomntments for me in four congregation.,
and I set out to fill them. In the first of themw | re
weived and aceepted a call, so that 1 was perfectly
frec in the others 1o enguire into their history, and
quite unprejudiced in forming my conclusions. The
second Church [ visited was in a small town, pos
sessing considerable culture and refinement. Ow
congregation here has been vawant for two years.
Lunng that time they-bave heard thiity fousr cand;
dates - ene D.D,,onc LL.B, ten probationers, ten re
tired prubationers, eight pastors of congregations, twwy
graduates of April, 1887, and two students of 188¢.
Nearly all gave entire satisfaction to the people, but
none rceeived a call. They wanted 2 man who would
draw. Only a young man, unmarried, would do this.
The fisst thirty were rejected on account of their age
and eaperience. The two graduates of 1887 were
valled to ancther field of labour before they came, and

the feeling of the congregation was strongly in favout

of waiting for onc of the graduates of April, 1888.
Gentlemen, here is an opening awaiting you.  If you
are yuite yoang, samarried and without any experi
ence, the congregations will at once recognize some
of the gualifications rc.uired, and you may count
upon 4 wall immediately  Old age is very honour
able, but it is also very unfortunate. Our ministers
Know this, and are holding on to their congregations
cven at the tish of extermination  Srores of congre
gabivtia are slowly Yt surely berowing estinret te day
ander men whose usefiliess is gone in their present
ticlds of labour, but who might do excellent work
elsewhcre.  Who can blame them for remaining with
nothing bat wucertainty before themn  nr shall 1 say,
certainty of wander.ng for years with no permanent
place of aborc * ‘

My third appontinent va- to a supplemented con-
giegation.  The peop'e promised to pay $450 a year,
which they have never been known to perfurm, while
the Augmentation Committee offer a grant of $300 on
condition of settlement  This is not a very attractive
field, so that the nunbeis applying for a hearing
hasve not been large, and the preaching matches be-
tweca the candidates have scarcely been so interest
ing as usual. Three years and seven months have
passed away since the last minister left this Church,
and 5tl there is no prospect of securing a spccessor.
No ounister will be required here soon.  [n the vil
lage ail but a few of the staunch Prosbyterian fami
lies have gonc over to the Methodists, while in the
country staton attached the Baptists are kept busy
dipping vut young people The elder with whom 1
ledged tola me they once had large and flourishing
congregations ; but after their former minister left,
they had made in succession three calls, which were
all unsuccessful. The people became discouraged,
and lost all interest in church work. Those who re-
man ate willing to take any one as r. inister, but are
i a position to rall no one Supply is obtained some
times from the colleges, sometimes from Dr. Torrance,
Lut gencrally from men who were once probationers,
but have been compelled to retire from that profes-
sion. .

To describe to a I'resbyterian reader the work done
on any field by these mzn who have been given up by
the genial and sympathetic Doctor would be useless.
Some sactifiun, graduate of our colleges will con.
sent, at the carnest entreaty of the Presbytery, to
spend o few years as a miss,onary there. The ap-
puntinent will meet with universal approval. An.
puatmerts aleays have been satisfactory in ous
Church. The 200 students who have just returned
from the mission stations have nearly all been suc-
cessful this summer. They were appointed. The,
Presbytery mtend making an appointment of an or-
dained nussionary for the congregation next spring,
but we cannot help but ask, Why was it not made
three years earlier ?

The fourth and last congregation visited was in a
place having more than oae Presbyterian Church at
a convement distance. Upon becoming vacant a
year ago it was decided to hear eleven candidates be-
fute meeung to mahe a choice of a pastor.  Members
of the Church were invited to hand in to the Session
the name of any minister whom they wished to hear.
Twenty seven names v .re given in for consideration.
Siateen had to be sejected. and the friends of these
deuded at once to take no further part in Church
work while the vacany lasted. They are living at
present here as retired Christians, but the relaxation
Wil Lo an excellent preparation for future work. In
due lime the cleven were heard FEverybody was
salishied that any onc of them: would have made a
suitable nanister fur the Church, but two were favour
ites.  Canvassing was done freely for both candidates
with pood results. Interest in church matters had
wrer been so great. The night for moderation
«ame, and found both parties well organized and
tcady for the contest. Ar interesting as well as an
cdfying Cistussion took place upon the style, cul
ture, ntellect and spirituality of the candidates, after
which & vute was taken. The count of the *“odera-
tur showed a natiow majority in favour of one of:the
paities, which was received with great applause. A
«all was made out, but the minority would not sign,
and the favourite candidate refused to accept. A few
of the more pious among the majority, failing to se-
«ute the man of their choice, expressed their willing-
ness o co-operate with the minority, and at a sec.
ond mecting it was decided to zall the defeated can-



