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France,” I'rofessor Adams cites a passage fromliclve-
tius. It so happens that Bucklein his *Histor, »f Civi-
lization,”quotes thesamepassage. On this coin_idence,
the critic mainly bases his charge. President White
in a chivalrous spirit comes to the defence of the in-
culpated professor, and shows conclusively that the
resurrection of a buried chargeis a sufficient evidence
of a dishonourable intent. President White makes it
clear that while the same passage is quoted by Buckle
and Adams, the citation 15 from different editions of
Helvetius' works, and that each author hadtranslated
the passage for himself.  The accusation of plagiansm
is a serious one, to be gty of 1t 1s more serious still.

TEACHERS IN CONFERENCE.

THE twenty-fifth annual Convention of the Ontario
Teachers’ Association was held in Toronto last week.
This institution is rising in importance cvery year, It
indicates a keen interest in education when so many
belonging to the teaching profession are willing to
assemble during the halidays to discuss subjects spe-
cially relating to their work. In addition to those
immediately engaged inthe practical work of teaching
in the Public and High Schools of Ontario, several men
of eminence arc usually invited to be present and to
take part in the proceedings of the Convention.

The visitor to these annual edurational gatherings
cannot fail to obscrve the spirit of freedom by which
most of the teachere are animated, and the readines
with which all seem willing to take part in the discus-
sions on matters of business, or that follow the
reading of the various papers. It shows that chese
prepared essays accomplish their purpose.  They are
not listened tolistlessly ; but with the closest attention,
and they invariably clicit keen, intelligent and ani-
mated discussion. An excellent spirit pervades these
impromptu criticisms. There is no cvidence that those
who speak do so mainly for the sake of speaking. In
general, they see clearly the points they wish to make.
Without being tedious they state their position and
then gracefully subside.

On the afternoon of the first day of meeting, two
interesting paperswere submitted, one by ). C.Glashan,
Inspector of Schools, Ottawa, and the other by Mr.
\Wm. Houston, Provincial Parliamentary Librarian,
Mr. Glashan's paper was: “A Plea for the Study of
Science in our Public Schools.” It was clear, forcible
and cloguent. Much that is valuable was said, and
well said, by the essayist ; but the kind of teaching he
advocated would be cfiective only in the higher classes
of the Public Schools and, perhaps best of all, in the
Collegiate Institutes and Iligh Schools. Mr, Houston
is 2 man of strongly-marked individuality. He holds
his ideas with much clearncss of perception and with
great tenacity of purpose. His theme was: “The
Study of Fnglish,” concerning which he holds some
well-defined ideas He would prefer a more natural
and a less scholastic method of studying our own lan-
guage than that now generally pursued. He would
dispense with all the rules possible and make the
learning of English much more spontancous than it is
at present.  He is quite right in saying that the teach-
ing of spoken English has been too much neglected
in the schools. It would be an improvement if more
attention were bestowed on this too much neglected
branch of training. His remarks also on the study of
literature were excellent.  The pupil might with ad-
cantage begin this important and attractive study
much carlier than is as yet customary. The remarks
on the absurdity of knowing an author by the study of
a few elegant extracts were very much to the point,
Mr. Houston'’s views on the study of grammar and
L' miology are, however, not quite so self-evident.

In addition to the discusstons 1n the several sce-
tions, the chief feature of the sccond day's session
was the presence of Drs. Nelles and Dewart, who
spoke on important educational questions. The for-
mer made sensible allusion to the solution reached on
the vexed question of religious instruction in the Pub-
lic Schools. 1t 1s sometimes objected that it isonly a
compromise that has been effected ; but practically
only a compramise 1s possible amid the many diver-
sitics of opinion now cxisting. Dr. Nelles did not
hesitate to acknowledge the good work done by the
present Minister of Education, who has devoted him-
self with intelligence and untiring energy to the per-
fecting of our cducational system. DBoth Dr. Nelles
and Dr. Dewart advocated with great ability coliege
confederation.  On this question they are in advance
of several leading divines in their own denomination.

Whenever the opportunity offers they have the cour-
age of their convictions, and they may reasonably
cherish the hope that theiradvocacy will be ultimately
crowned with success,

It1s significant that the comnuttee appointed Ly
the High School section to consider the position of
Upper Canada College, brought in a report stating
that:

The High School section of the Ontario Teachers' Asso-
ciation would respectfully submit to the Ilon. the Minicter
of Lducation that, although at one tume Upper Canada Col-
lege was a nccessary adjunct of the Trovincal Umiversity,
it 16 no longer in the interests of scuumidary educauun that
a school of this character should be maintained from Yro
vincial {unds,

An amendment to defer the passing of the resolu-
tion in which the above was cmbodied receised only
four votes.  Although in the past this histonic mstitu.
tion has rendered good service, the feeling is growmg
that it is now an anomaly in our educational system.

Mr. David Fotheringham, Public Schaol Inspector,
North York, read a paper which must hase been spe
cially interesting to the teachers. They understand
only too well the evils pointed oui in his ¢ssay. If
school trustees, and those who are concerned for the
progress of cducation, would give the subject discussed
by Mr. Fotheringham the attention it deserves much
might be done to bring about the desired improve-
ment.  He showed that within the last thirteen years
over 28,000 teachers’ certificates had been issued,
while the average number of tcachers employed was
6,257. Among the causes why so many teachers left
the profession were poor remuncration, frequent
changus, and lack of professional retogmtion. The
habit of constantly changing teacher s was most -
jurious to children.

Among other valuable papers read befure the Asso-
ciation deserving notice nught be named the one by
Provost Body, of Trinity College, on * Education m
Relation to Character,” in which he emphasized the
importance of rehigious training not only for its intel-
lectual value, but for its use in developing true nobil-
ity of character. Dr. Allison read a paper on “The
Historical Development of Education.” It was an
able critical review of the progress of learning, far
from being a repetition of dry historical facts.  Enist-
ing cducational problems received a due share of at-
tention. Ontario teachers will résume the valuable
work in which they are engaged with renewed devo-
tion and zeal. They will fecl the better for their holi-
day, and the stimulus that the annual meeting of the
Assaciation supplies.

Books and dagazines.

OitsCURE CHARACIERS AND MINOR LIGHTS OF
ScripTuRE. By Fredenick Hastings, editor of the
Homiletic Magasine. (London: James Nisbet &
Co.; Toronto: S. R. Briggs.,;—-This admrably sug-
gestive  volume, contuining tuwenty-eight sketches
of minur charadters mentioned m Scrpture, has
already been favourably noticed in these columns,

BRrIEF MEMORIES OF THE LATE ITuGH McCat.-
MoNT, First EARL CAIRNS. By the author of * Eng-
lish Hearts and English Hands,” etc. (Toronto: S.
R. Briggs.)—This well-known writer in brief and
popular form tells the: story of Earl Cairns' life with a
keen appreciation of his exalted and sincere Christian
character, and the valuable services he rendered to
he cause of Christian truth,

Howakp, THE CHRISTIAN HERO. By Laura C,
Holloway. (New Yoik: Funk & Wagnalls.)—A good
biography is always acceptible.  When a hfe-history
1s well written it carrius its moral with . This vol-
ume—one of the Standard Library Series—does not
relate the life-story of John Howard the phnlanthropist,
but of General O. O. Howard, & brave, courageous
American soldier and a manly Christian, who was
through the great Civil Wayr,  The work is decidedly
interesting and ts perusal will bemost beneficial.

THE DavS OF MAKENZIE ; OR THE VINE PLANTED,
A.D. 1680-1705. With an Appendix. By the Rev.
L. P. Bowen, D.D. (Philadelphia: Presbyterian Board
of Publication ; Toronto : James Bain & Son.)—This
excellent work, recalling the early days of American
history, enables the reader to see at aglance the con-
trast detween the past and the present.  The charac-
ter and work of a distinguished and saintly Pres
byterian pioncer are admirably described in this most

attractive voluace. It will be eagerly read as it de-
serves to be, both by old and young.

THE Gns L IN PARIS, By Eugene Bersier, D.D.
{Londor: Jaraes Nisbet & Co. ; Toronto; S. R. Briggs.)

Dr. Bersier is one of the leading evangelical ministers
in Paris, He isdoing an important work in that great
city, where he is a torch-bearer of the light of Gospel
truth.  The volume now noticed contains twenty-five
sermons on a number of attractive Gospel then:es.
He has a firm grasp of the truth and he possesses the
faculty of being able to present it ciearly to others.
The style in which these discourses 1s written s
vivid and attractive.  The persual of the work will be
pleasing, profitable and instructive.  The Rev. Frede
erick Hastings, editor of the Homiletic Maguzine,
waites a brief but very intercsting personal sketch of
D}t Bersier as an introduction to the volume.

By Snink WaTkERs. A Story for (Quict jHours,
By Edward Garrett. (Edinburgh : Oliphant, Ander-
son & Ferrier.)—Some writers of fiction dazle the
cyes of the reading community with a brilliant work,
while subscquent cfforts, hke a comet’s tail, become
pale and attenuated. Ldward Garrett's genius isof a
different kind. It shines with a clear and soft cfful-
gence.  The latest works from the pen of this charm-
g writer have lost .ionc of the fine fecling and spiritual
beauty that characterized the first.  This book, * By
Still Waters,” 1sa pecubiarly happy cffort.  The deli-
necation of character 1s cubtle and keen, yet thoroughly
natural, while the tone nervading the whele is per-
fectly accordant with a high type of Christian life.

OUTLINES OF PRACTICAL PHILOSOYHY. From the
lectures of Hermann Lotze, Translated and edited
by George T. Ladd. (Boston: Ginn & Co.)—This is
the latest issuc in the series of the late Professor
Lotze's Phitosophical Lectures. The translator’s aim
has been to give a fair and impartial view of the sys.
tem maintained by the German professor. These
discussions are not prolix and diffuse claborations,
but brief and well-defined expositions of Lotze’s philo-
sophy in the shape in which it was presented to his
students. ‘The little volume on Practical Philosophy is
divided into two parts, the first comprehending an
investigation of Ethical Principles, Simple Moral
Ideas, and the Freedom of the Will. The st -ond
division treats of the Individual Person, Marriage
and the Family the Intercourse of Men, and Society
and the State.

THE, SECOND CUMING OF OUR LORD. Beilg
Papers read at a Conference held at Niagara, July
14-17, 1885, {Toronto. S. R. DBriggs.,—~The fol-
lowing papers appear in this cheap little volume:
“ History of the Doctrine of Pre-Milicnmahism,” Rev,
John Mutch, Toronto;*“ The Second Coming of
Christ, Personal and Pre-Millennial,” Dr. Brookes,
St Louis, Mo. ; The Second Coming of Christ, the
_ver Present Hope of thie Church,” Rev. H. M. Par-
sons, Toronto; *“The Practical Power of this flope
in the Formation of Christian_Character,” Rev. W. ],
Erdman, Jamestown, N. Y.; “The Second Coming
of Christ as related to the First Resurrection and
the End of this Age” Rev. T. C, Desbarres, Tor-
onto; “The Sccond Coming of Christ as related to
the Establishment of the Coming Kingdom,” Pastor
Joshua Dencan, Toronto ; “ The Second Coming of
Christ as related to Israel” Rev. S. H. Kellogg, D.D,,
Alleghany, Pa.; “The Power of this Truth to En-
courage and Stimulate the Churchinand to the Work
of Evangelization, Rishop of Huron, Maurice S. Bald.
win, D.D.

For some time past little has been said in the newss
papers about ‘he Nihilists and their doings, The
absence of news does not necessarily imply that the
restless force which nienaces the stability of the Rus-
sian Empire has subsided. There is no relaxation of
vigilance on the part of the authorities. Precautions
almost desperate in their character have been taken
to terrorize the disaffected. Liberty in Russia is crushed
to the earth, Only the other day a oposal was re-
porte! that German commercial houses in Russia
shoula submit their business correspondence to officiat
inspection.  The forthcoming meeting of the Russian
and Austrian emperors has occasioned the most extra-
ordinary precautions. People are subjected to rigor-
ous espionage, and the linc of railwa yover which the
Czar and Kaiser are to travel are to be guarded by
continuous lines of soldiery. It isa sad state of affairs
when the resources of a nation have to be taxed to
such an extent to guard its rulers from premeditated
violence, )




