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Fortunately, one of these is 2 Hebrew dictionary, and
since coming 1 have received by mail a Hebrew
Bible, which had been left behind (o be rebound with
inzerleafing, 30 that thete is more prospect than 1
could have foreseen that [ shall have an opportunity
to read through the Old Testament in the orizinal
during the long winter evenings, the length of which
reminds me that [ am some six hundred miles north
of Toronto. 1 am not abandoned altogether, how.
ever, to the chill charity of vowel.points and parallel.
jsms, for Mr. Hardisty has made me welcome to the
very considerable collection of books which he
possesses, among which [ am happy to find a number
of good old fashioned Theological works, left by Mrs.
Hardisty’s father, that devoted and simple-hearted
missionary, the Rev George McDougall. My gratifi-
cation was complete when no longer ago thun yester-
day, in & neglected corner of the stote, I found an
armful of old German books, all dusty, and some evi-
d=ntly having passed throvgh the hands of the Philis.
tines. The cletk offered me the lot for a couple of
doliars, and after securing them I set about a more
detailed examination, They turned out to be the
property ot a young German Count, who, for some
dark reason—probably political—hued lef. his country
and entered the ancient and honourable service of
the Hudson Bay Company. After livin.g here several
years, he was, on the death of his father, summoned
home hastily to take the title and to live a Ife which,
1 suppose, would make the years passed witd clerks
and vopagenrs in the wild West seem hke a gream.
That he wos a young man of educated literary tacte,
is shewn by the general character of the lterature
which he Jeft behind him ; that he was possessed of
deep religious sympatkies is shewn by a well-thumbed
Bible, a beawifully bound Lutheran comimnunion
book, and--not the least aff~cting—a little old-
fachioned Ssbbath school by~ book, with both
words and tunes, which bas been vorn almost to
pieces by constant use,

1 must postpone tll some future letter my opinion
as to the prospects and possibulities of "~ smonron,
thirk that first imprescions on these subjects are more
like'y to be mistaken than on most others. Theres,
however, but little differe. ce al opimon to be nwted
between the new arnivals and the *oid timers,” ns
they are called ; and even that is a difference not ¢f
kind, but of degree. Everyhody is cheerful and hope-
ful. I have not met a croaker in the pluce—the road
is too hard for them. They have all :allen out of
line between \Winnipeg and Prnince Albeit. The
inerchants are all enlarging their businesses. Many
of those who came last summer are prepanng ior the
reception next summer of therr famihies or their
friends, and although the winter is so far advanced,
building operations are being vigorously prosecuted.
The weather thus far has been debghtful; there 1s
about two inches of snow, and we have had some
cold days, but even they have been brght and sun-
shiny. ANDREW B, BAIRD,

Edmonton, N-W.T., Dec. 14, 155¢.

ROMISH ORDINATION,

MR. EDITOR,—In my last paper I shewed that if
the Chuich of Rome s not to be regarded as a branch
of the true Church of Christ, as very many hold, it
follows that Romish ordination is not ordination by
the Church of Chnst, and cannot be acknowledged
as ordination to the Gospel ministry, But even if it
be admatted that the Church of Rome is in a certain
sense a Church of Christ, it does not follow either
that the priesthood 1s an office in the true Church, or
that ordination thereto 15 ordination to the ministry.
Nay, 1t can be shewn that the priesthood is a heathen
corruption introduced 1nto the Romish Church, and
ordipation to 1t an unscriptural ceremony. This
being the case, neither a2 priest nor his ordination
should be acknowledged by the true Reformed Church
of Chnist.

The American Church, in the deliverance of 1845,
to which reference was formerly made, declares that
“the so-called priests of the Romish communion are
not munisters of Chnst.” 1 propose now to justify
this position by consideration of the nature of ordina-
tion as required by the Scripture, and the entire dis-
similarity between Scriptural and Romish ordination.

According to the Reformed Churches, ordination is
% the: solemn seiting apart of a person to some public
Church office” (Westminster Form of Church Govern-
ment) ; 5o, to ordain a presbyter is to set 2 man apant

to the cflice of preshyter. This Is ardinarily to be
done * by imposition of hands and prayer, with fast.
ing, by those presbyters to whom it doth belong”
{Wesiminster Form of Church Government), Do,
Bannerman says that this act of the Church admits &
man to the ofti-e of the ministry, and gives him a
right and title to discharge its functions, “ 1t does
no. confer the office § Christ confers the coffice by His
own call, addressed to whom He will.  Batit invests
with the aftice, or admits to it.”

The Ramish Chuich, on the other hand, holds
that ‘“ardination is a sacred Order and divinely ap.
poin.ed Sacrament, by which is given the power of
consecrating the body and blood of Christ, and also
of remitting and retaining sins.” Further, it anathema.
tizes any one who claims that by this holy ordina.
tion the Holy Spirit is given, .. .. or that by it
character is impressed upon the soul—that is, a
certain mark, spiritual and indelible, in consequence
of which it canpot be repealed, nor can a man who
has once been a priest again become a layman.”

Every intclligent reader will at oncc see how
frreconctlable is the difference between these two
views. It isimpossible to regard Romish ordination
as identical with that of the Reformed Churches,

Again, we may enauire as to the of7ce of priest and
presbyter, and their functions respectively, The Re-
formed presbyter is commissioned to preach the
Gospel, to baptise, to administer the Lord's Supper,
to rule in the Church and to ordain others. In the
Romish Church a man may be 2rdained to the office
of deacon, when he is commisr oned to preach and
to baptise, These are (wo of ihe functions of the
Retormed presbyter. The deacon is then ordained a
priest, but heis not as priest commissioned to ad-
miuizter the Lord’s Supper, ner to rule, nor to ordain
others. The first of these functions is lost in the
ahamination of the Mass ; the other two are conferred
or. a di.unat class of offiers, callzd prelates (ponss.
Jces), an order not founa in Scripture. The functions
of a presbyter, then, 5o far correspond with that of a
deacan, but in so far as the priesthood is concerned
there is no function in common,

Fu-ther, the priest (s e-fo5) s an unscriptural
offi “e-Learer. not to be recognised by the true Church
ot Christ. Nay, the rffice is contrary to the whale
spirit of the New Testament ; derogatory to the alone
priesthood of the Lord jesus Christ ; blasptemous, as
it pretends to oive man power to forgive sns, which
belongs to God alone. In aword, it s anti Christian.
Look at it for a moment The ponufex gives com-
mission to the priest in these words: * Receive
power to offer sacrifice to God and to celebrate
masses, both for the living and the dead, in the name
of the Lord. Amen.—Receive the Holy Spirit ; whose
sing ye shall remiz they are remitted to them, and
whose sins ye retain they are retained” \What
Christian will hesitate when asked is the blasphem.
ous sacnifice of the mass, the consecrated wafer
administered without wine, thz Lord’s Supper? Can
a man forgive sin? Is auricular confession a divine
ordinance? 1fthese questions are answered in the
negative, as I believe every true Protestant will answer
them, then it follows that the only funciions proper
to the priesthood are unscriptural and blasphemous,
and it is impossible to acknowledge the commission
to perform these pretended functions as equivalent to
ordination to the Reformed ministry, and making re-
ordination unnecessary.

A third point to be noticed is, that while the
Reformed Churches, following Scripture, ordain by
the laying on of the hands of the Presbytery, with
solemn prayer, the priest is ordained by a man.
devised nte. The prelate hands to the candidate the
chalice with wine and waterin 1t, and the paten with
the host placed on it, which he receives between the
fore and middle fingers, at the same time touching
the chalice and paten. This is the consecrating or
ordzining act, Can this rite pe regarded as the
equivalent of the Scripture rite observed in the
Reformed Churches? To sum up then: It is surely
evident that as the office is unscriptural, its functions
anti-Christian, the act of consecration of mere human
device ; as it is pretended that the rite is a covenant
which, ex opere operato, conveys the Holy Spirit and
gives character, without regard to the moral character
of the candidate or the call of God, Romish ordina-
tion cannot be acknowledged as an ordinance of the
Church of Christ, ar as equivalent to ordination to
the minjstry in 2 Reformed Church.

Another point is to be borne in mind, \Vhen
priest Ic.icey she Church of Rume, he abjures -t
Church and all its errors.  Nuw, if the priesthon
anerror—worse than an error—the ex priest abjure.
and having abjured it, as B zer ake, how con
clam as his authnsity for acting as greshyter
authorization for acting us a priest, which he recei
from an authority he now atjures? The follow -
extract from a letter addressed by an ex-priest,
Ohvier Contois, to Rev. M. Heiss, D D., coad)r
of Milwaukee, I1l., dated September 13 h, 1831, »
shew how ne regarded the mater of abjurat.
¢ [t was from that time evident that the Church
Rome ctould not be the true Church of Christ.
order to follow Christ, I give »p my friends and ever
thing 2lse that is dear to me. 7 give wp the pro
Zood of Rome—of that Church so great, so rich, .
high 1n the eyes of the world—to take the cross .
follow the Lamb whose blood made me pure, wh
word made me free.” Thus, for the mos} part, e
verts feel, and, as Mr. Cusey well put it last Ju-
when properly instructed they will ask for re.ordir
tion, Some regard it as a hunuliation for a conve
10 be told that he has not a status of a Protests
minister, and must receive ordination as such, Nw
if a mao, rejoicing to be free from Rome's tyrang
and anxious to serve Chnist tn the.Gospel of His & -
applies for ..sdination and 1s teld that in order to
there muet be evidence of his Christian characy
and of his cali to the work, he will at once seek
furnish that evidence, Then he will naturally «
“ Now confer on mein a scriptural manner thes oftc ¢
set me apart by the authonty of the Church of Chr.
in such way as mny put beyond doubt that the Chur.,
approves me as a minister of Christ Jesus.” To su
a converst ordination 1s the seal of a privilege. 1t.
no humdiation—it 1s making him what the Church,
Rome never intends to make any man. To be
manister is a pnvilege which ordain:d men amd:
ourselves, such as elders and deacons, covet, and
can be nn degradatton to tell an ex-priest that
Church is prepared to confer on ham ats highest ¢1n
in the way which Scripture points out, and 1 wh,
our own ordained elders and aeacons ate appointe.
v z, by laying on of hands of the Presbytery.

In next paper 1 piopase consideneg whether v
usage of the Refurmed Churches wartants the cautic.
fear of the learned Prnupal of hnox College, that ¢
insisting on re-osdination the Lhurch may be setur
isteelf 1n opposition to other churches. 1 am gl
to know that the subj=ct is at lung last receiving sor.
attenison, and I trust that it the Principal, or ar
other eminent and trusted pillar, can give us hight ¢
the other side we shall have 1t. I am glad to see 1t
clear writing of * Nova Scot1a” on the suby=ct, and hop
for more from his point of view., A good discussi
will prepate the Church for deaiding the question
June. Jonx Lane.

Dundas, Ont, Jan 11, 1852,
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PRINCE LEOPOLD ts Vice-President ot the Churche
England Temperance Soutety, and takes a deep s
terest in the progress of the movement.

A DELEGATION from the Women's Chrisuan Ten
perance Union waited on Mayor Low, of New Yo
an the 13 hinst., and asked for the appointment ¢
women to look after prisoners 1in the Police station
and at Justices’courts. Police Cummussioner Jourda:
was called into consultation about the miatier by the
Mayor, and he approved of the scheme. The Maya
promised to consult with the Police Jusuces, and «
consider the matter of an appropriation, 1t 1s pre
posed to call the women employed for the purpose
named * Police Matrons.’

PRESIDENT ARTHUR has announced that the
question of polygamy shall be effectually setties
during his termn of office.  As a step 1n that direction
Senator Edmuuds has introduced the Bill, to punist
polygamy in Utah, which Mr. Christiancy introduced
in the Forty-third Congress. 1t provides, that evens
person who has a husband or wife hving, who, in 2
Territory or State over which the Unated States bas
exclusive juriediction, hereafter marries another
whetbier married or single, and any man who here
after simultaneously, or on tha same dav, marties
more than one woman 1n 2 Terntory or other place
over which the United States has exclusive jurisdic-
tion, is guilty of bigamv, and shallbe punished by 2
fine of not more than $500, and by imprisonment tor
a term of not more than five years.
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