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tenson to bielieve that they resort at such timos te the dense spruco woods which
abound in every part of the province, but bow tley mnage to obtain food whon the
ground is -ov-Sc deep witli siiow is a maLtter foer conjecture. WVe know that in
summer thoy feed.as eagerly upon the wild fruits as thoy do upon the worins and
inseots they pick up in the fields; it is thereforo possible that tbey may find a suf-
ficieuicy of berrnes- in the several slirabs whicb continue to hold their fruit ail tliroug4-',
tho Winter. Perhaps seine of our country subseribers who, have studied the habit
of the robin in wintor could enligbten us upon the subjeet.

About the first week in M&rch 1863, several flocks of robins were observed
about Ralifax, the weathor boing mild, but at the beginning of the third woek-,a
heavy snow stormn oceurred and several of the"e birds were fbnnd dead. In the

wintr of186-5~wicIîwascxced.,l'y mild numbers romnined iu the province
and às early as February wcre heward sînging, and on M1arcb 1, hundreds of theso
birds qere conoerogatcd togeother i5t.he swamp thickets of -the L)utch Village, singiugf,

* loudly as luà .Ine. In ordinnry, seasons, however, they gcnierally apear on Our
fielils during, the lat dnys of Mnrcb, wben the genial warmth of the sun s raya laya
bare patehes of grass, about whieh they b>op and search for the earliest insecta. and the
still more welcome narth-wormu. They gencrally bogin to sing about tire first wcek
in April, and how pleasant it is after a long and ted'la's winter to hecar the well-
known notes. -Towards evening otè some wnrmn diýy as the sua declines ln the -vest
and gilds the sumoiit of caah lo.Aty tree, thoso harbingerq of summer days to corne,
elovated on the topmast sprays pour forth their welcorne laya, gladdening the hearts
of eld and young:* Their»býeding tinie, usually commences about thp second week
iu May, tuld they alrnot always choose the cleft of a tree or branch, where they
build their substantial, nst of small. twigs andl grass lined with rnud, in which they
d1eposit four blue eggs. Sometihies tbey loccuy other posi .oas, but as we have said
prefer the former. The robins appear to dislike cola dani weather, and a -forloru
appearanco in&eed do they present on a foggy, drizzly morning in spring wben they
may be obsorved ln flocks together pcrched upon the upper branches of the leafiess
bard wood in a crouched psition and with plutmage ruffled, jerking out their inter
moitteut notes of song. 1 =7- I

1 I conclusion, 'lot us say a few word-Q te Our yonnger readers about the sad
usage whioh the poor robin receiveq ln evory part of this province. Day by day
is thre deadly gun pointed by ruthless bands towards tis unfortunate bird, and even
when porn fort h its mehidy, it, is brought te the groiznd by monsters in human
forra. (Jould it speak asit lies in its last struggles with deatb, wonld it net say
" 1Cruel man ! 1 came from the sunny groves of the South te -cheor your hefrt with
my joyous song, 1 asked not for food, fur Re wbo guided niy distant flight provides

for m. I hnxnedyou nlot, but cléared away ,by thousaùds the noious insçt
wbioh fed upon your cropq.. Neerthcless I forgive thee, and may He Wbo s2oth
every lonely sparrow tha fiàéth to the giroundt forgive tbee too." Se, kind.
'young reader, let not yotv bond, rise agafnst thepoor rSn but foater and cmr fer
him if hoe cornes near your borne, ana ho assumad ao Win ampty repay you, by sin.

tég eacli moru near your window bis Pleasant'éong te awake you to the businep6
th day sud whea at eventide you retire fatigned te your couoh bis song wiR Fsund

in your ears as a vesper hyma, and prove a sothing lullaby for rest.

GoOD sense, "nalet,, ia bunt a poor dim sbadow of what Christians cail faith.
Good nature is only a fint, distant resemblande of Christian obarity. And good,
inanners, if of the most finisbed kind that nture, assisted. by art, cau attain te, fa
buta dead pitteof that holiness of conversation 'which is the image of God vibly
expiessed. il this, pattogether by the aot of God la Christi"*ty.


